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Dear Parents/Guardians,
I am writing to share some important information from the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT) Northern Ireland. They are collaborating with the Department of Education on a project called Language Launchpad, which aims to support the speech, language, and communication needs of babies, children, and young people. Here are some ways you can get involved and benefit from this initiative:
1. Speech, Language, and Communication Needs Survey RCSLT Northern Ireland is gathering information from a wide range of stakeholders to better understand the needs of children and young people. They would be very grateful if you could take a few minutes to complete their survey and share your valuable insights. You can access the survey using the link below:
https://web.norstatsurveys.com/survey/selfserve/53c/2412286#? 
2. Free Training Opportunities with Help Kids Talk
Help Kids Talk is offering free, evidence-based training sessions designed to build awareness and skills in supporting children’s speech and language development. These sessions are delivered online by a speech and language therapist, and dates are available to book until the end of March 2025. 
https://helpkidstalk.co.uk/book/ 
These sessions are highly recommended for parents, staff, and volunteers working with babies, children, and young people. 
3. Face-to-Face Training Opportunities If there is enough interest, Help Kids Talk can provide face-to-face training for large groups. If this is something you would be interested in, please let us know so we can liaise with the organisers.
4. Future Resources and Focus Groups Based on the information gathered from the survey, RCSLT and Help Kids Talk will be developing resources focused initially on early years. If you would like to participate in focus groups to contribute further, you can opt-in at the end of the survey.
5. Survey Closing Date Please note that the survey will close on 31 December 2024. We encourage you to take this opportunity to have your voice heard.
This initiative is a wonderful opportunity to enhance the support available for children’s speech, language, and communication development. Your participation and input will be invaluable in shaping the resources and training available to families and professionals across Northern Ireland.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
Shaunagh Devlin
Principal

‘Developing potential together.‛
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