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Dear St. Mary's Families,
Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to Term 2 at St. Mary’s Primary School. I hope you and your families had a restful and enjoyable Christmas break.
January marks the start of a new chapter, filled with fresh opportunities for learning, growth, and fun. Over the coming weeks, our school will be buzzing with activity, and we’re excited about all the wonderful things planned for the term ahead. From special events to classroom projects and new challenges for our pupils, there’s so much to look forward to.
As always, thank you for your continued support. Together, we will make this another fantastic term for the children at St. Mary’s. Let’s embrace the opportunities this new year brings and make it one to remember!
Kind regards
Mrs Shaunagh Devlin

Enrolment September 2025
The portal for registering a new child to start school in September 2025 will open on Friday, 10th January 2025, at 12 noon and will close on Friday, 24th January 2025, at 12 noon.
Parents can complete the registration process online at www.eani.org.uk.
Supporting Documentation (e.g. Birth Certificate) must be uploaded this year to the Education Authority directly by Wednesday 29th January.  If anyone is having difficulties with the application process, please do not hesitate to contact the school and we will endeavour to help.
To help families learn more about St. Mary’s, our school prospectus is available on the school website, and a promotional video showcasing all that makes our school special will be available by the end of this week.
We would greatly appreciate your help in spreading the word. Please share these important dates with anyone you know who has children eligible to start school in September 2025. Let’s ensure every family in our community knows why St. Mary’s is such a fantastic place for children to learn, grow, and thrive.
ParentPay
A quick reminder to parents of children entitled to free school meals: please remember to book your child’s dinner each day they will be taking it, even though no payment is required.
We would also like to kindly remind parents that meals must be paid for at the time of booking. Recently, some bookings have been made without payment, but the system will no longer allow this to happen. To avoid any issues, please ensure there is enough money in your account to cover the cost of meals. If payment isn’t possible, we kindly ask that you send a packed lunch with your child instead.
We greatly appreciate your cooperation as we continue using ParentPay for meals, trips, and activity payments. Thank you for your help in making this system a success!
P1 & P2 Healthy Snack Initiative
We are delighted to see our P1 and P2 Healthy Snack Initiative off to such a fantastic start this week. The children have been thoroughly enjoying the opportunity to select from a variety of healthy snacks, while also developing their independence in preparing their food and tidying up afterwards. This initiative is an integral part of the Northern Ireland Curriculum and builds on the experiences children may already be familiar with from their time in pre-school. It focuses on skills-based learning, helping to develop key life skills such as decision-making, independence, and responsibility. These important areas are linked to the foundation curriculum strands of Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities (TSPC) and Personal Development and Mutual Understanding (PDMU), which are also commented on in your child’s end-of-year school report. The cost of this programme is £15 per month, payable through ParentPay. Thank you for your continued support in fostering these essential skills for our youngest pupils.
Carol Service
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined us for our Carol Service and supported us so generously. We are delighted to announce that a fantastic total of £474.85 was raised on the night. Your contributions will go a long way in supporting our school and its activities.
The evening was a truly special experience for the children, who worked so hard in preparation and performed beautifully. It was wonderful to see their joy and confidence as they sang, read, and participated in this cherished event.


Christmas Card Project
A big thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Card Project this year. The children were so excited to see their creative designs transformed into beautiful cards and gifts, and we hope you enjoyed sharing them with your loved ones over the festive season.
We are delighted to share that the project raised £43.04 in commission for the school. Every contribution helps us to continue providing enriching experiences and resources for our pupils.
Thank you once again for your support and for making this initiative such a success. We look forward to bringing more creative projects to life in the future.

P6/7 Swimming Lessons
Mr. Reilly’s P6/7 class will be participating in swimming lessons every Tuesday this term. These lessons provide a fantastic opportunity for the children to develop important water safety skills and improve their swimming abilities.
Please ensure that your child brings appropriate swimming gear to school each Tuesday, including a swimsuit, towel, and any other necessary items.
The cost for these lessons is payable through ParentPay. 

Book Fair
[image: Book Fair - St. Joseph's Catholic Academy]We are thrilled to share that our recent Book Fair, held from 21st – 26th November, was a huge success. We had a fantastic selection of books from the Travelling Book Fair, and it was wonderful to see so many children excited about reading and discovering new books.
We are pleased to inform you that the total raised at the event was £993.50. As part of this, the school will receive £496.75, which will be used to purchase new reading materials for our pupils.
A big thank you to everyone who came along to browse and purchase books. Your support helps us continue to promote a love of reading and provide even more engaging learning resources for the children. 
Tempest Photography
The school photographer will be back on Thursday, 16th January to take class photos and a whole school photograph.
Please ensure that your child is in full, correct uniform on the day, as this will be an important keepsake for the school and families.  We’re looking forward to capturing these special moments and appreciate your cooperation in ensuring all pupils are looking their best.

Catholic Schools Week 
Catholic Schools Week will begin on Sunday, 19th January and run through to Friday, 24th January. During this week, every class will participate in a range of meaningful activities that celebrate our faith, values, and the special role of Catholic education in our community.

Mrs. Hamill's class will have the privilege of attending the Catholic Schools Week Mass in St. John the Baptist Church, Portadown, on Tuesday, 21st January. This will be a wonderful opportunity for the children to represent our school and join in this special celebration of faith with other schools.

A highlight of the week will be a special assembly on Thursday, 23rd January, led by our P1 and P2 children. We would like to cordially invite all grandparents connected to the school, to join us for this assembly, where the children will share their work and reflections. Refreshments will be provided following the assembly.

In addition, grandparents will have the opportunity to visit their grandchild’s class and help make St. Brigid’s crosses, a special way to celebrate and pass down traditions within our school community. We look forward to a wonderful week of celebration, connection, and learning, and we hope to see many grandparents join us for these special events.

PTA’s First Fundraiser of the Year – Smarties Tube Challenge
The PTA is excited to kick off the year with their first fundraiser. On Monday, each child will receive a packet of Smarties, which they can enjoy. Once the Smarties are eaten, the fun begins – we ask that the children fill the tube with 20p coins. This can be done by doing chores, showing kindness, or finding other creative ways to earn the coins.
All filled tubes should be returned to the school by Friday, 7th February.
This is a wonderful way for the children to get involved and raise money for our school while learning about the value of giving and community spirit. We appreciate your support and look forward to seeing the tubes filled with coins.
Used Items
If you have any used bicycles, helmets, or household items such as saucepans, cutlery, and wooden spoons that would be suitable for our P1 & P2 children to use during outdoor play, we would greatly appreciate your donations to the school. These items will help us create an engaging and imaginative environment in our Foundation Stage area. Additionally, if you come across any suitable items on platforms like Facebook Marketplace, please let the school know so we can arrange to pick them up. Thank you for your support in enhancing our outdoor play experiences.

Important Dates
Week beginning 6th January – After School Clubs begin
Friday 10th January – Admissions Portal Opens @12noon
Wednesday 15th January – Rugby for P6 & P7 pupils
Thursday 16th January – School Photographer
Thursday 23rd January – Grandparent’s Assembly
Friday 24th January – Admission Portal Closes @12noon
Wednesday 29th January – Supporting Documentation to be uploaded to EA

God of new beginnings, we bless you in the month of January, it is the time of new beginnings, the time of promises, the time of hope. 
I wish you all a happy and prosperous start to the year, and we look forward to working together to make this term one to remember for our children.
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