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SEPTEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER


Dear Parent/Guardians,
Welcome back to a brand-new school year at St. Mary’s Primary School. I hope you and your families had a restful summer and are feeling refreshed and ready for the exciting year ahead. A new school year always brings a sense of energy and possibility, and I’m looking forward to all that we will achieve together.
A very special warm welcome to our new P1 pupils and their families – we are delighted to have you join our school community and look forward to watching the children settle in, make friends, and grow in confidence. We also send our heartfelt best wishes to all the boys and girls who have moved on to their new secondary schools. We are so proud of all that you achieved at St. Mary’s and wish you every success as you embark on this exciting new chapter.
This year, we look forward to continuing to nurture every child’s potential, celebrate their successes, and work together to make St. Mary’s a place where every pupil feels valued and inspired.
Kind regards
Mrs Shaunagh Devlin
Principal
Morning Routine
· The side gate opens at 8:50am each morning. Children should enter through this gate and make their way to the back playground, where staff supervision is provided until teachers collect their classes at 9:15am.
· Any child arriving before 8:50am may wait in the front porch area, but please note this area is unsupervised.
· P1 children will begin using the back playground from Monday 15th September.
· Children arriving after 9:15am should use the front door of the school building.
Evening Routine
· P1 & P2 children – collected from the side gate.
· P3 children – collected from the front door at 2:00pm.
· P2 & P3 collection time – 2:00pm.
· P1 children – this week, collection is at 11:30am. From Monday 8th September, collection will also be at 2:00pm.
· P4–P7 children – leave through the front door at 3:00pm.

Important Health Notice – Protecting a Vulnerable Pupil
We would like to make parents aware that we currently have a child in school who is undergoing chemotherapy. To help us keep this child safe, we kindly ask that you notify the school immediately if your child is diagnosed with measles, chickenpox, or shingles, as the hospital team may need to be informed. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated and helps us to protect the health and wellbeing of all our pupils.

School Uniform
It’s wonderful to see all the children looking so smart in their uniforms – thank you for your effort and support, especially at such an expensive time of year. Please remember:
· Plain black shoes/trainers only – no colourful trainers/stripes.
· Leggings, jogging bottoms, hoodies, and football shorts are not part of the uniform.
· Girls may wear navy trousers if preferred.
· Plain navy knee-length shorts may be worn.
· On PE days, children may wear the PE uniform – a plain white polo shirt or school PE top, and plain navy bottoms/shorts, or school shorts.
The new PE gear has arrived. Lisa will upload the cost to each child’s ParentPay account this week, and items will be distributed once payment is received.
Finally, please label every item of uniform and PE gear clearly – this helps us return lost items quickly and avoids unnecessary expense.
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School dinners remain at £2.60 per day for this school year. 
All dinners must be booked on ParentPay by 9:30am on the day your child is taking dinner. This includes children who are entitled to free school meals, as their meals also need to be booked through the app.


Healthy Breaks & Snacks
We kindly ask all parents to support our Healthy Eating Policy by providing children with fruit or another healthy alternative for their break each day.
Please remember:
· We are an ALLERGY AWARE school – no nut products or foods containing sesame seeds should be brought into school.
· P1 and P2 children receive a daily snack provided by the school. The cost is £15 per month, payable through the ParentPay App.
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We will no longer be using Class Dojo for communication between home and school. Instead, all updates, permissions, and key information will now be shared through the following channels:
· Schools NI App – Please download this app immediately, as it will be the main method of communication for all school updates, permission slips, notices and private messages specific to your child(ren).
· School website – Regularly updated with important information, policies, newsletters, and photos of school activities.
· School Facebook page – Sharing key updates and celebrations of pupil achievements.
· Monthly newsletters – Providing key information and diary dates.
We also display updates and notices on the entrance displays and notice boards. Please check these regularly to stay informed about school activities, events, and policies, including our anti-bullying and safeguarding guidelines.
Please also ensure that the school office is informed immediately of any changes to your contact details, including phone numbers, during the school year – this is vital in the event of an emergency.
Attendance
The Education Authority’s Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) monitors attendance and absence reasons via the online CLASS Management system.
· The oldest child in each household has been sent home with absence notes. Please complete and return these on the first day your child returns from illness.
· Absences without a returned note will be recorded as “no reason given” in the system.
· Persistent lateness or frequent absences are closely monitored by the EWO, and parents will be notified if their child’s attendance is under review.
Punctuality
· Classes begin at 9:15am.
· Registration opens at 9:10am and closes at 9:30am.
· Children arriving after 9:30am will be recorded as ‘late’.
Leaving school during the day
· Please telephone the school secretary on 028 877 383 88 in advance.
· On arrival, you will be asked to sign the collection register at the office.
· Your child will then be brought from their classroom to meet you.
Appointments and holidays
· Wherever possible, please schedule dental, medical, hair, or extra-curricular appointments outside school hours.
· Family holidays during term time are strongly discouraged. If unavoidable, please write to the Principal providing the reason and duration. This evidence may be requested by the EWO.
Homework during absence
· If a child is absent due to short-term illness or a family holiday, no written homework will be provided.
· Children may continue to practise reading, spellings, and learning homework during their absence.
· In the case of a long-term illness, specific arrangements will be made to support the child’s learning in line with their individual needs.
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The first date for the SEAG Assessment/Transfer Test will take place on Saturday 15th November 2025.  The second paper will take place on Saturday 22nd November 2025.  The deadline for registration closes on Friday 19th September. 

PE Lessons & AB Afterschool Club
We are delighted to share that lessons with AB Coaching will resume on Monday 8th September. These PE sessions are fully funded by Stewartstown Harps, and we are extremely grateful to the club for their continued support in providing this opportunity for our children.
If you wish for your child to attend the afterschool AB Coaching sessions, please note that these are not funded by the club and must be paid for directly with AB Coaching on their website.  AB Afterschool Club will also begin on Monday 8th September from 2pm-3pm for P1-P3 and 3pm-4pm for P4-P7.  The link to book is https://www.abcoaching.ie/book-online 
This term, our PE themes are Dance and Gymnastics. Class teachers will be leading dance lessons with their pupils, which will culminate in our annual Halloween Ball on Friday 24th October.
We are delighted to welcome Anna Higgins from Fantastic Gymnastics, starting on Thursday 11th September. Anna will lead the gymnastics lessons with the children while also upskilling our staff, ensuring high-quality teaching of the essential gymnastics’ skills outlined in the NI Curriculum.
Please remember:
· Children should wear their full PE gear to school on Mondays and Thursdays only.
Swimming
Swimming lessons for Mr Cullen’s P5/6 class will begin on Tuesday 9th September and will run for 8 weeks. The cost is £5 per week, payable through the ParentPay app. Any child not attending on a particular week will remain in school and be supervised by another teacher.
Class Assembly
Mr Cullen’s P5/6 class will host the first of our class assemblies on Friday 26th September at 10am.  I extend a warm invitation to all family members of the children in that class.  Refreshments will be served afterwards.
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The date for First Penance is Wednesday 4th March 2026 @11.30am and Holy Communion is Saturday 9th May 2026 @10.30am.

Medical Information
If your child is required to take medication in school or has a new/changing medical condition, please contact the school immediately.  A consent form for the administration of medicine needs to be completed annually.
Data Collection and Permission Slips
Data collection sheets and permission slips have been sent home with the children today. Please complete and return them to your child’s class teacher by Friday 12th September. Prompt return of these forms helps us keep records up to date and ensures your child can participate fully in all school activities.
Piano Lessons
Piano lessons with Shirley will resume on Thursday 11th September. The cost is £10 per session, payable directly to Shirley.
Any P3 children interested in starting lessons, as well as P4–P7 pupils who would like to begin, should inform their class teacher by Friday 5th September.

I look forward to working closely with you throughout the year and appreciate your support with all school matters. If you require any further information about our school policies or practices, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Should you wish to discuss anything regarding your child, please contact the school office, and I will be happy to arrange a convenient time for you to meet with either the class teacher or myself.
As teachers are fully focused on teaching and learning during the school day, they are unable to take calls during class time and will respond to messages after school hours. If you need to pass on any urgent information about your child during the day, please phone the school office and either Lisa or I will ensure it is dealt with promptly.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of this new school year. We ask for Your protection over every child and family, keeping them safe in their journeys to and from school and within its walls.
Bless our children with eager and curious minds, that they may grow in knowledge and wisdom. Give them courage to ask questions, confidence to take healthy risks, and discipline to focus on their studies. May they develop strong friendships, learn to treat one another with kindness, and find joy in learning and exploring the world around them.
We pray for teachers and staff, that they would be filled with patience, compassion, and wisdom. May they create a safe, nurturing environment where children feel supported and empowered to flourish.
Bless parents and caregivers with clarity and guidance as they support their children, releasing them from anxiety and fear. May our homes be places of love and acceptance, where children know their worth and value.
In all these things, Heavenly Father, we trust in You and pray for a year filled with growth, understanding, and many happy moments for every child and family. 
Amen.
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