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What is a curriculum evaluation?

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the
Primary School Curriculum (1999), the Primary Language Curriculum (2019) and the Primary
Mathematics Curriculum. They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where
appropriate, to aid the further development of the subject in the school.

How to read this report
During this inspection, the inspector evaluated learning and teaching in English under the
following headings:

1. Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes
2. Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice
3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the
school’s provision in each area.

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a student-friendly page that provides information
for the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It
outlines for them some of the main findings and recommendations.

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the
appendix of this report.

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent
and tackle bullying

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and
anti-bullying procedures were conducted:
Child Protection Anti-bullying
1. The name of the DLP and the Child 1. The school has developed an anti-
Safeguarding Statement are prominently bullying policy that meets the
displayed near the main entrance to the requirements of the Anti-Bullying
school. Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary
2. The Child Safeguarding Statement has Schools (2013) or Bi Cineélta (2024) and
been ratified by the board and includes this policy is reviewed annually.
an annual review and a risk assessment. | 2. The school’s current anti-bullying policy is
3. All teachers visited reported that they published on its website and/or is readily
have read the Child Safeguarding accessible to board of management
Statement and that they are aware of members, teachers, parents and pupils.
their responsibilities as mandated
persons.

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.



Curriculum evaluation

Date of inspection 17/06/2025

Inspection activities undertaken Observation of teaching and learning
Examination of pupils’ work
Interaction with pupils

Feedback to principal and teachers

e Discussion with principal and teachers
¢ Review of relevant documents
e Pupil focus-group interview

School context

Drumacruttin National School is a rural co-educational primary school in Dunraymond, County
Monaghan under the patronage of the Church of Ireland Bishop of Clogher. At the time of the
evaluation, the school had two mainstream class teachers. Two special education teaching
posts, based in other local schools, provided support teaching to pupils with identified needs in
Drumacruttin National School. There were fourteen pupils enrolled in the school.

Summary of main findings and recommendations:

Findings

e The overall quality of pupils’ learning in English was very good.

e The learning experiences the teachers provided to facilitate pupils’ learning in English
were outstanding.

e The overall quality of teaching in English was very good, with examples of excellent
practice evident in a range of areas of teachers’ practice.

e The standards the pupils achieved in English writing were very good.

e The school has engaged comprehensively with the Primary Language Curriculum
(2019) and its whole-school planning and school self-evaluation (SSE) for English and
literacy were very good.

e School leaders demonstrated excellent curricular leadership in respect of English.

Recommendations
e To further extend pupils’ overall confidence in oral language skills, teachers should set
personalised oral language targets and benchmarks in consultation with each pupil and
monitor their progress and achievement through regular individual review meetings; the
school may wish to consider assigning specific oral language homework to support the
pupils in this regard.

Detailed findings and recommendations

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes

The overall quality of pupils’ learning was very good; pupils very much enjoyed their learning
and were motivated to learn through having a clear sense of attainable and challenging learning
outcomes. Oral language was an area of priority development for the school and pupils’ oral
language skills were explicitly targeted through whole-school teaching approaches and
interventions. There remains some scope to further extend pupils’ overall confidence across the
range of areas for oral language application and to deepen and bolster the existing oral
language skills among all pupils.

Overall, pupil attainment in reading was very good. Pupils’ accuracy, fluency and expression in
English reading was of a very good standard, with very many pupils reading aloud confidently
and with a high level of fluency. The whole-school approach to developing pupils’ vocabulary



was very effective. The quality of pupils’ writing in English was very high. The examples of
pupils’ creative writing indicated the use of vocabulary at an excellent level, in accordance with
their ages and range of abilities. Emergent writing skills were of a very good standard. From the
infant classes onwards, pupils were enabled to write creatively regularly in a range of genres,
including composing their own poetry. The school has implemented the writing process very
well, and the teachers enabled the pupils to write in a broad range of genres, for different
audiences and to engage in practical approaches to editing, improving and refining their writing.
The development of writing skills through the use of digital technologies and the refinement of
work for publication were worthy of particular commendation. In their focus group, the pupils
reported how they felt they were well cared for, supported and encouraged by the teachers and
other staff of the school. They stated that they very much valued the feedback that the teachers
provided on their learning.

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through
learning experiences and teachers’ practice

The quality of learning experiences teachers created to facilitate pupils’ learning was
outstanding. The pupils were actively and enthusiastically engaged in their learning in English.
Collaborative learning tasks and activities were a highly commendable feature of the school’s
provision; pupils often worked in pairs and independently during English lessons. Pupils were
provided with opportunities to engage with reading texts of different types, including a graded-
reading scheme, supplementary class readers and library books. There was a commendable
focus on developing higher-order independent learning and research skills. Teachers ensured
pupils had opportunities to use information and communications technology skilfully as a
learning tool. In their focus group, the pupils stated that they enjoyed reading and appreciated
the variety of books available for them within their class libraries. Pupils spoke with enthusiasm
of their appreciation for how their own ideas and interests were incorporated as the basis for
their creative writing. All pupils spoke in particular of their enjoyment of poetry and of the
opportunity afforded to them to compose their own poems. They said they really enjoyed
making presentations and that Fluency Friday was very valuable to them. They also spoke
about how they valued activities that enabled them practise grammar, review novels and
engage in self-assessment and peer-assessment. The quality of overall classroom and school
displays to support the learning of English and celebrate pupil achievement, and the cross-
curricular use of language, was excellent.

The overall quality of teaching in English was very good, with examples of excellent practice
evident in a number of areas of teachers’ practice. Teachers linked lesson content to previous
learning. Each lesson observed in English across mainstream and support settings was paced
very well and was purposeful, well-structured and incorporated a balance between teacher input
and child-centred activity. Mainstream and support teachers worked collaboratively and shared
their expertise. The quality of support provided for pupils with identified needs in literacy was
very good. The Continuum of Support was used to identify and respond to pupils’ needs in
English and literacy. Teachers had devised informative support plans collaboratively that
included clearly defined learning targets and expected learning outcomes. Assessment data
was used effectively to inform the target-setting process. To further support the needs of pupils
with English as an additional language (EAL), an increase in the use of receptive language
activities would be beneficial. Teachers should use the Primary School Assessment Kit to
support this work. At whole-school level, the teachers used assessment strategies very
effectively to monitor the progress in pupil learning attainment. The summative assessment
portfolios of pupils’ work in English, maintained across class levels, were commendable. The
overall celebration of pupils’ written work was excellent and was a particular strength of the
school. The teachers monitored copybook work and other written work very well and formative
feedback was provided by teachers.



3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE,
in progressing pupils’ learning

School planning, including school self-evaluation (SSE), was very good. The school has
engaged comprehensively with the Primary Language Curriculum (2019), and the whole-school
plan for English outlined provision very clearly. The SSE process focused well on capturing the
opinions and viewpoints of pupils and parents through open-ended questions. The teachers
prepared very well for the teaching of English; this was reflected in the very high-quality lessons
observed during the evaluation. The quality of teachers’ long-term recorded preparation, short-
term preparation and their practical preparation of resources was very high. School leaders
demonstrated excellent curricular leadership for English.
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Introduction
Your school had an inspection of English recently. This
page for pupils describes what the inspector found and
gives ideas about what the school should do to make
learning better.

What did the inspector do during the visit?

The inspector visited classrooms and talked to
teachers and pupils about the work they were doing.
The inspector also met with a focus group of pupils to
talk to them about their learning.

What did the inspector find?
Here are some of the main things:

e Pupils’ learning in English was very good.

e The quality of learning experiences created by
the teachers for the pupils’ English lessons was
outstanding.

The overall quality of teaching in English was
very good, with examples of excellent practice
also evident.

The standards the pupils achieved in English
writing were very good.

What the inspector said the school should do to

make learning better
e To build pupils’ confidence in using oral

language, teachers should set personal goals
for each pupil on what they need to learn and
hold regular meetings with them to discuss their
progress.
Teachers should assign oral language
homework for pupils to support their learning.

Thank you for taking the time to read this page.
A special thank you to pupils who took part in the focus group.




The Inspectorate’s Quality Continuum
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality
continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used
by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area.

Level Description Examples of descriptive terms

Excellent Provision that is excellent is Excellent; exemplary; outstanding;
exemplary in meeting the needs of exceptionally high standard; with very
learners. This provision provides an significant strengths
example for other schools and
settings of exceptionally high
standards of provision.

Very good Provision that is very good is very | Very good; of a very high quality; very
effective in meeting the needs of effective practice; highly commendable;
learners and is of a very high very successful
standard. There is potential to build
on existing strengths to achieve an
excellent standard.

Good Provision that is good is effective in | Good; of good quality; effective
meeting the needs of learners. There | practice; competent; useful;
is need to build on existing strengths | commendable; good standard;
in order to address the aspects to be | strengths outweigh the shortcomings;
developed and achieve a very good appropriate provision although some
standard. possibilities for improvement exist

Requires Provision that requires Fair; less than effective; less than

improvement | improvement to achieve a good sufficient; evident weaknesses that are

to achieve a standard is not sufficiently effective impacting on learning; experiencing
good in meeting the needs of learners. difficulty; shortcomings outweigh
standard There is need to address certain strengths; must improve in specified
deficiencies without delay in order to | areas; action required to improve
ensure that provision is good or
better.

Requires Provision that requires significant | Weak; poor; ineffective; insufficient;

significant improvement to achieve a good unacceptable; experiencing significant

improvement | standard is not meeting the needs of | difficulties; serious deficiencies in the
to achieve a learners. There is immediate need for | areas evaluated; requiring significant
good significant action to address the change, development and

standard areas of concern. improvement to be effective




Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report.

The Board of Management of Drumacruttin National School welcomes the findings of this
Curriculum Evaluation Report on the teaching of English and, in particular, the affirmation of the
high quality of teaching and learning in the school. The Board of Management also welcomes
the acknowledgements of full compliance, by the school, with Child Safeguarding and Anti-
Bullying policies, procedures and practices.

Part B Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

The Board of Management and staff acknowledge the recommendation in the report and are
fully committed to its implementation.

Published November 2025 / Foilsithe Samhain 2025



