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Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
Christmas is nearly here! An exciting 
time, a time for celebration and a time 
to take a well-earned rest! However, do 
you ever really stop, take a breath, and 
think about what Christmas really 
means to you and what you really want 
for Christmas?  

 Christmas means different things to different peo-
ple and the modern Christmas is often driven by the pres-
sures of consumerism and thinking that a good Christmas 
involves giving and receiving lots of gifts and the more 
fashionable and expensive they are, the better! It is under-
standable to get drawn into this mindset and as such, lose 
sight of what we really love about Christmas and what is 
important to us at this time of the year.  
 Christmas is the perfect time to reflect on what is 
precious to us, and to be grateful for what we have. When 
the presents have been given out and even though they are 
much appreciated, they can be forgotten quite quickly, not 
because they are not welcome, but because we know that 
what we really value and remember most vividly are our 
experiences, feelings and the emotions which form our 
most cherished memories. For example, the happy and 
enjoyable times that we share together, when we give each 
other a hug, when we laugh with one another, and when we 
give each other time, attention, and love. 
 You could argue school life is a bit like Christmas! 
It is such an important time for students because this is 
where they forge some of their most memorable and en-
during memories. They find and develop their friendships, 
have fun, engage in activities and clubs, develop new skills, 
and experience many new challenges. At Breda Academy 
the staff work tirelessly to create a culture of building 
strong relationships with our students and to give them the 
time, care, and attention they require to keep them safe, 
meet their needs, enjoy school, make progress in their 
learning, and achieve.  
 I am very pleased and proud that in the past six 
years, due to our school culture and the combined hard 
work and resilience of our students and staff, our examina-
tion results have continued to significantly increase year on 
year. This summer we achieved the best ever GCSE/L2 
and A-Level/L3 results in the history of Breda Academy 
with 98% (62% including Maths & English) of our Year 12 
students achieving 5 or more A* - C GCSEs or L2 equiva-

lent grades and 70% of our Year 14 students achieving 3 
A* - C A Levels or L3 equivalent grades. 
 It was also clearly noticeable in our recent winter 
examinations week that our current students also display a 
real desire to perform well in their subject exams and were 
so motivated to make progress in their learning and achieve 
good grades.  
 It is also an exciting time at Breda Academy as we 
continue to expand as a community and in September, we 
welcomed 132 new Year 8 students who are now flourish-
ing and enjoying school life. We are very proud that the 
Academy offers all students a 7-year learning journey and 
our 6th Form also continues to grow and thrive with just 
over 150 Year 13 and 14 students studying A-Level and 
Level 3 qualifications. The school is strong and getting 
stronger! 
 I hope you will enjoy reading our Breda Bulletin to 
see what our students have been up to since September and 
join me in feeling very proud of their recent achievements 
and successes. You can also keep up to date with what our 
students and staff have been involved in and which stu-
dents have made our prestigious ôHall of Fameõ by visiting 
our school website at https://www.breda.academy/ and by 
also viewing the schoolõs Facebook page. 
 Just like at Christmas, our school community looks 
forward with optimism to an exciting and bright future. I 
do hope you will get to spend some quality time with your 
loved ones this Christmas and share gifts with your family 
and friends, eat heartily at your Christmas dinner, play 
board games without falling out, maybe watch a few classic 
Christmas movies together, and dance and sing to some 
traditional Christmas songs!  
 On behalf of the staff at Breda Academy I wish 
you and your family a very healthy, happy, and enjoyable 
Christmas time and a New Year full of fortune; as the an-
cient Latin proverb states, ôFortune favours the bold, for-
tune favours the brave and fortune favours the strong.õ 
 
My very best wishes and kind regards,  
 

 
Mr P. Perry ð Acting Principal 

Twelve robins are hiding in the pages of the Bulletin. 

Can you find them all? 

https://www.breda.academy/


School Carol Service  

 

We were delighted to once again be able to hold our Carol Service on 
Thursday, 15th December. It was a real pleasure to listen to the music, 
singing and readings to celebrate the festive season in a traditional 
manner. Thank you to our Music Department, Mr Fisher, Mr McMaster, 
Newtownbreda Baptist, the choir and musicians, the RE department, 
the EAL department and the HE department for their involvement in 

organising and hosting this special evening.  
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Prefects are an integral and valued part of our school community and we were 

pleased to appoint the pupils below to their roles for 2022/2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jake Best 

(Taughmonagh Primary)  

 

I wanted to be Head Boy as I 

wanted to have experience in 

leadership and organisation, also I 

will more than likely be asked to 

be at events outside of school 

which will give me an idea as to 

what it is like to have a position of 

leadership in the future. 

My best memory of Breda would 

be playing for the Breda football 

team every other week, which I 

enjoyed as I got to have a laugh 

with my mates. 

My advice for younger pupils 

would be just to keep your head 

down and stay focused on work as 

your time in Breda will fly by. 

After school I would like to enlist 
in the army as it opens so many 
opportunities to learn and get out 

of my comfort zone. 

 

 

Kelsey Kelly   

(Taughmonagh Primary)  

 

Since first year, I always looked 

up to the head students and saw 

how respected they were, by not 

only members of staff, but by 

their classmates and younger   

students. It was something I     

aspired to be and itõs an honour 

to be head student. I have made 

many great memories throughout 

my years at Breda, but the one 

that would top everything else 

would be the ski trip to Bulgaria 

back in 2018. In particular a close 

friend of mine being Eddie the  

Eagle. 

My advice to younger pupils 

would be to listen to their     

teachers, because believe it or 
not they actually do know what 

they're talking about! 

Whenever I leave Breda Academy 

I want to go to University and 

study English, then do my PCGE 

and hopefully become an English 

teacher. 

 



Zach 

Cˈ˒ˉ˓˔ˍˁ˓ ˒˅˃ˉː˅˓ ˆ˒ˏˍ                          
˔ˈ˅ ˈˏˍ˅ ˅˃ˏˎˏˍˉ˃˓ ˄˅ːˁ˒˔ˍ˅ˎ˔ 



Prize Distribution Evening 

Zach 

Abigail McGoogan 14CT  
Paige Devine 9HJ 

Abigail McGoogan 14CT  

Paige Devine 9HJ 

Zach Young 9HJ  

  

We were delighted to once again be able to hold our ôPrize Distribution Eveningõ on Wednesday, 27th 

October 2022. The assembly hall was packed with over 300 guests, and over 80 pupils received prizes 

in recognition of their academic achievements. 

We were treated to musical performances by our school choir and Year 11 Ensemble. A particular 

highlight of the evening was listening to our guest speaker, Koulla Yiasouma, the Northern Ireland Com-

missioner for Children and Young People, who was both engaging and inspirational. This was Koulla's 

third visit to our school and we thank her for her continuing support of our pupils. Everyone also ap-

preciated the delicious refreshments which were all prepared in school by our Home Economics De-

partment.  

The school community is very proud of the students who received prizes and thanks to everyone who 

helped with music, floral arrangements, catering, lighting and speeches. 

P˒ˉ˚˅ Dˉ˓˔˒ˉ˂˕˔ˉˏˎ E˖˅ˎˉˎˇ 2022 



Jambo! Year 9 pupils have been learning about African Music this term.  Pupils have enjoyed 

finding out about traditional African instruments, playing the djembe and while learning 

about The Lion King production, they played well known melodies from the show and got 

behind the scenes access information.  Did you know that in the musical The Lion King, the 

cast have their footwear dyed to match their exact skin colour and it is updated if they 

come back from holiday with a suntan? We even had a go at learning a little Swahili 

too.  Hakuna Matata!   

MUSIC DEPARTMENT  


