
 

June 2024 

Issue 20 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Itõs hard to believe itõs already the end of the 
academic year - WOW! September 2023 seems 
like just last week and so much has taken place 
since then. Once again, it has been a very busy, 
rewarding and highly successful year for our 
students and staff, and I am so pleased and 
proud that our school continues to build on its 
last 6 years of such significant progress and 

growth. Our student cohort will increase once again to over 800 students 
for the next academic year and this number includes the expansion of 
our Special Education provision, as we are adding an additional class for 
Year 8 students with Social and Communication Needs to our school 
community. 
 
At Breda Academy, we are very fortunate to have a dedicated, caring, 
and hardworking team of teachers and support staff who work together 
to ensure that every child has the best educational experience possible. 
Staff at Breda Academy strive to build strong relationships with students 
and always go above and beyond to ensure that our students are exposed 
to a diverse curriculum, with a variety of learning activities and experi-
ences, which enhance and enrich their school life. I also want to thank 
parents and carers for the kind support you give to our school commu-
nity. It is a great accolade to our school community that we have in-
creased the number of P7 students choosing Breda Academy as their 1st 

school to a RECORD 70% and this percentage has risen year on year 

for the past 6 years. I am very thankful for what we have collectively 
achieved together, to ensure our school goes from strength to strength, 
to flourish and continues its forward momentum in such a positive way. 
We will be full in Years 9 and 10 next year, with Years 11 and 12 very 
close to full, with only a few spaces remaining in each year group and the 
6th form and Football Academy also continue to expand. This is such a 
fantastic achievement for us all! In fact, the Education Minister, Mr Paul 
Givan, visited us just two weeks ago to specifically discuss the needs of 
our school and lend his support for a new build or at the very least, a 
significant refurbishment project to modernise Breda Academy.  
 
In addition to this exciting news, we have secured grant funding of 
£32,000 from The Wolfson Foundation in England, to support our 
plans to refurbish the assembly hall and install professional production 
lighting, so we can hold an annual school show or musical. This money 
will also allow us to install a multi-media room with 22 new computers 
to support curriculum development in many subject areas. We also se-
cured £21,500 of funding to install a modern, commercial quality fitness 
suite in the PE department, to improve our studentsõ and staff membersõ 
fitness and support their well-being. A further £5,000 of funding was 
received from Baker McKenzie law firm in Belfast, to provide laptop 
computers for our 6th form students to use in their supervised independ-
ent study sessions. The Education Authority have just this week provid-
ed the school with 34 new computers to support the teaching of ICT 
and started work on 5 of our outdoor static classrooms to give them a 
complete overhaul and refurbishment during the summer break.    
 
Sadly, some of our Teaching colleagues are moving on to ventures new. 
Mrs Beattie (Head of HE) retires after 37 years of teaching and Ms Perry 
(Maths Teacher) moves on to another school after 6 years. We also say 

goodbye to one of our permanent Teaching Assistants, Ms Jackie 
Woods, who is retiring after 21 years of service. I thank you for your 
dedicated and devoted service to our students, past and present, and all 
that you have contributed to our school community. I wish you all a 
BON VOYAGE! 
 
There have been so many highlights this year for both staff and students 
and our Summer Breda Bulletin, kindly compiled by Ms McMullan, Sen-
ior Teacher, showcases and celebrates many of the events and activities 
students at school have been involved in during 2023 and 2024. The 
highlights being our first ski-trip to Bulgaria since the Covid pandemic, 
which was kindly organised by Mrs Sweeney (HE and Child Care Teach-
er) for 66 students and supported by Ms Ferguson, Mr Greenaway, Mr 
Campbell, Mr Darragh, Mr Perry, and Ms Woods. It was a great success 
and a very special experience for these students, especially since only a 
couple of them had skied before. Another highlight was our second time 
running a two-week expedition for 13 of our Year 13 students, who 
visited a community in Tanzania. My special thanks go to Mr Armstrong 
(Senior Teacher), Mrs Scott (Vice-Principal) and Mr Moss (ICT & Tech-
nology Teacher) for organising this amazing experience and for taking 
these students on an eye-opening and most definitely, life changing trip 
of a lifetime!  
 
I hope you enjoy the articles and photographs, as you will read and see 
that our school is a vibrant and bustling community of young people to 
be very proud of, and we are! Theyõre eager to achieve, to support others 
and work closely with their teachers, who do their very best to provide 
as many opportunities as possible, to help them develop their skills and 
engage in new learning experiences.  
 
Our Facebook and Instagram pages are updated daily to celebrate what 
our students do, keep you up-to-date with what has been going on and 
with important information you may need to know. https://en-
gb.facebook.com/Breda-Academy-1394574960867218/   
 
Last, but by no means least, I want to take this opportunity to commend 
our Year 12, 13 and 14 students for their hard work and endeavour, 
especially in the past year, to attain as many C-grades or above in their 
Level 2 or Level 3 subject examinations and coursework. I very much 
look forward to hopefully seeing lots of smiling faces in August when 
they receive their results! 
 
Thank you once again for your support and I am very proud to be con-
tinuing as your Principal again in the next academic year. On behalf of 
all the staff at Breda Academy, I wish you and your family a very enjoya-
ble, rejuvenating, healthy and safe summertime. 
 
My very best wishes and kind regards,  

 
 

 

 

Mr P Perry ð Acting Principal  

https://en-gb.facebook.com/Breda-Academy-1394574960867218/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/Breda-Academy-1394574960867218/


The History department 

has had a busy year.  

 

In Year 8 we have enjoyed learning 

about The 

Normans in 

Britain and Ireland as well as the Black Death. Students have also been carrying 

out historical investigations throughout the year to further develop their historical 

inquiry skills. 8CM and 8BT have been looking at the Norman Knight John De 

Courcy who brought the Normans to Ulster. Lastly, Year 8 students have been 

looking at Motte and Bailey, as well as Carrickfergus and Dundrum, cas-

tles ,exploring how they impacted and changed Ulster.  

 

Year 9 whizzed through several centuries of change by 

studying the Reformation, The Tudors, The Spanish Arma-

da, Flight of the Earls, The Plantation of Ulster and The 

Famine. In particular, they have been exploring the changes 

brought about by plantation and looking how this has im-

pacted us today. They have been enjoying Teach the Class 

activities which involved students researching different as-

pects of the Famine and teaching the class. They have been 

creative and innovative in how they have delivered this; 

both myself and Mrs Rodgers will be using some of their ideas next year!  They have used Kahoots, True 

and False, quizzes, word searches, drama and even art to teach us more about the Famine.    

 

Year 10 have been studying significant events of the 

C20th and exploring how these have impacted life 

in the C20th. They have looked in depth at WW1 
and exploring the Battle of the Somme, comparing 

the battle plans with reality and analysing whether it 

was a case of òLions led by Donkeysó. They also 

have studied how minorities were treated in Nazi 

Germany and have looked at how the Holocaust 

impacted the Jewish community in Northern Ire-

land. Students have learnt about the farm at Millisle 

where Jewish refugees were given sanctuary and 

transformed a derelict site into a fully operational 

farm.   

 

 

 

Thank you to all parents, carers and guardians who supported our students 

during this time. We said goodbye to our lovely year 12 GCSE class and wish 

them all the best in their future endeavours.  Our Year 11 intrepid historians 

have made a good start to their course. Have a great summer and remember 

to tell your History teacher when you come back if you have visited any        

historic places of interest during your holidays.  

HISTORY 



Year 8 enjoying testing a 

green leaf for the    

presence of the sugar 

called Starch. 

SCIENCE 



MUSIC 



 

Another busy, but extremely productive year in the Travel & Tourism department.            

All students have worked exceptionally hard throughout the year and their effort has paid 

off, as they have all received excellent results.   

 

Years 11 & 12 NOCN and BTEC classes successfully completed all practical activities to 

the best of their ability so that top grades were achieved. 

 

Years 13 & 14 have worked hard to complete their coursework to the best of their ability 

and because of this, their future looks promising.   

 

A special mention to our students in Years 12 and 14 who move on to their next adven-

ture.  May it be everything you hope for (and a little bit extra). 

 

Congratulations again, to each student within the Travel & Tourism department.  Know that 

we are all very proud of your progress and are already excited to see what you will achieve 

this time next year! 

TRAVEL & TOURISM 

                          

A select group of our Year 
8 & 9  pupils represented 
Breda Academy in the    
Lisburn and Castlereagh 
District Athletics            

competition.  

 

Competing against 5 other 
schools in a range of track 

and field events, our pupils did us proud, coming in 3rd overall.  

 

With notable performances from the Year 9 boys and Year 8 boys who came 1st and 2nd in 
their individual categories.  Congratulations to everyone who took part. Next year, our focus will be on 

trying to pose for a photo! 

P.E. 



Rebekah Hoy (Belvoir Park Primary School) Aaron Trimble (Dundonald Primary School) 

Firstly, I would like to say that I really appreciate being 
picked to be Head Girl. I wanted to be Head Girl to be 
involved in many different experiences, such as meeting 
and greeting new people as well as being someone 
whom the children in younger years could go to for 
help if they were to need it. I believe that I am reliable, 
approachable and someone who will help out, not only 
the younger students, but also the staff. I am always 
open to trying new experiences and I look forward to 
being able to step out of my comfort zone. I am proud 
to be a part of Breda, because of the staff who are        
always willing to help and support students and I am 
also proud that when the school has events everyone 
wants to participate. I have had an amazing last six 
years, and I am looking forward to my last year. I will be 
starting my summer off by going to Tanzania for 16 days 
at the start of June with other Year 13 students. I will 
be helping to paint a school to encourage the young 
children in Tanzania to want to go to school and learn. I 
will spend as much time I can with family over the         
summer as well as reading the books I have been given 
for coursework for English Literature that I will start in 
the autumn term. When I leave school, I would like to 
go to university to get a degree in teaching and then to 

go on to become a primary school teacher.   

I would like to start off by thanking the        
teachers who appointed me as Head Boy     
because I want to become Head Boy to make 
a difference, listen to the other students, and 
help make Breda more enjoyable for         
everyone. I will bring all my best ideas to the 
post, and I want to help make improvements 
and leave my mark on the school for years to 
come to show that I am right to be your Head 

Boy.  

I am proud of Breda and all the achievements 
that I have seen over the years and proud of 
everyone involved because it's all the       
community and camaraderie that makes me 
the proudest. I will be off to Tanzania to 
spend my summer by helping people in need 
and learn new things and I can't wait to come 
back and tell everybody about my                 
experiences. I am wanting to go on to           

university and become a PE Teacher hopefully.  

I hope everyone has a good summer and will 

be back in September for another great year! 





WORK EXPERIENCE 
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òĲċƖШΝΝЯШƽĲШċƖĲШƚŸШƓƖŸƨĬШŸŉШǃŸƨЮШ~ƖƚШÉƽĲĲŰĲǃ 

 

 

ѩ~ŔĦőċĲũЮƽċƚЮƓŸũŔƣĲеЮƓƨŰĦƣƨċũЮċŰĬЮƓũĲċƚċŰƣдѩ 

 

ѩfƣЮőċƚЮĤĲĲŰЮċЮƓũĲċƚƨƖĲЮőċƻŔŰŊЮuċĬŔЮŔŰЮŸƨƖЮĦũċƚƚЮƣőŔƚЮƽĲĲťеЮƚőĲЮőċƚЮƽŸƖťĲĬЮőċƖĬдѢ 

 

ѩ ũĲǂЮŔƚЮċЮƓŸũŔƣĲЮǃŸƨŰŊЮůċŰЮƽőŸЮőċƚЮŸĤƻŔŸƨƚЮƓŸƣĲŰƣŔċũдѩ 

 

ѩEůůċЮĬĲƻĲũŸƓĲĬЮċЮŊƖĲċƣЮƖċƓƓŸƖƣЮƽŔƣőЮƣőĲЮÂΤЮĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЮċŰĬЮƽċƚЮĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊЮċŰĬЮőĲũƓŉƨũЮƽŔƣőЮƣőĲůЮ
ƣőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣЮƣőĲЮĬċǃдѩ 

 

ѩ9őũŸĲЮƽċƚЮċŰЮĲǂĦĲƓƣŔŸŰċũЮƽŸƖťЮĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲЮƚƣƨĬĲŰƣдЮÉőĲЮƽċƚЮĦŸ-ŸƓĲƖċƣŔƻĲЮċŰĬЮƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲŉƨũЮċƣЮ
ĲƻĲƖЮŊŔƻĲŰЮŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃдѩ 

 

ѩ ůǃЮőċƚЮĤĲĲŰЮċЮŊƖĲċƣЮőĲũƓЮƣőŔƚЮƽĲĲťеЮƚőĲЮƽŸƖťĲĬЮƽĲũũЮƽŔƣőЮƣőĲЮĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЮċŰĬЮőĲũƓĲĬЮƣŸЮĦũĲċŰЮ
ċŰĬЮƣŔĬǃЮƣőĲЮƖŸŸůЮŉŸƖЮŰĲǂƣЮǃĲċƖдѩ 

 

ѩ?ĲĤŸƖċőЮƽċƚЮŊƖĲċƣЮƽŔƣőЮƣőĲЮĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЮċŰĬЮƽŔũũŔŰŊЮƣŸЮĬŸЮċŰǃƣőŔŰŊЮċƚťĲĬЮŸŉЮőĲƖдѩ 

 

ѩfƣЮƽċƚЮŊƖĲċƣЮőċƻŔŰŊЮ9ċƖƣĲƖЮƽŔƣőЮƨƚЮƣőŔƚЮƽĲĲťзЮőĲЮőċƚЮĬŸŰĲЮĲƻĲƖǃƣőŔŰŊЮƽŔƣőЮĲŰƣőƨƚŔċƚůЮċŰĬЮŰŸЮ
ĬŸƨĤƣЮőĲЮƽŔũũЮĬŸЮƽĲũũЮŔŰЮőŔƚЮƽŸƖťŔŰŊЮũŔŉĲдѩ 

 

ѩcċƻŔŰŊЮ~ŔċЮċƚЮƓċƖƣЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮũĲċƖŰŔŰŊЮċŰĬЮĲŰŊċŊĲůĲŰƣЮƣĲċůЮċƣЮìΨЮőċƚЮĤĲĲŰЮċЮƖĲċũЮċƚƚĲƣЮċƣЮƣőŔƚЮ
ĤƨƚǃЮƣŔůĲЮŸŉЮǃĲċƖдѩ 

 

ѩ~ĲŰċũЮŔƚЮċЮũŸƻĲũǃЮƚƣƨĬĲŰƣЮƽőŸЮƚőŸƽĲĬЮŊŸŸĬЮŔŰŔƣŔċƣŔƻĲЮċŰĬЮƖĲũċƣĲĬЮƖĲċũũǃЮƽĲũũЮƽŔƣőЮƣőĲЮĦőŔũĬƖĲŰдѢ  




