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Introduction
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School is committed to supporting the dignity, well-being, and equality of all pupils, staff, and visitors. In line with the legal requirements set out in the Period Products (Free Provision) Act (Northern Ireland) 2021, we are ensuring the provision of free period products for anyone on our school premises who requires them.
This provision reflects our dedication to tackling period poverty, promoting gender equality, and supporting the health and comfort of all members of our school community.

Purpose and Legal Context
The Period Products (Free Provision) Act (Northern Ireland) 2021 places a legal duty on schools to provide free period products in a dignified manner to anyone who requires them. This initiative seeks to:
· Reduce the stigma surrounding menstruation.
· Ensure that no pupil, staff member, or visitor is unable to access education or work due to lack of access to period products.
· Address the wider issue of period poverty and support well-being in the community.

Implementation in Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School
To meet this obligation, the following arrangements have been put in place:
1. Access Points for Free Period Products:
· Products are available in the staff bathrooms, in the ‘Red Box’ in the Principal’s office and in a designated accessible bathroom to ensure privacy and dignity.
· A discreet system is in place for individuals to access additional supplies, if needed, via the Principal’s office.
2. Range of Products Provided:
· A variety of products, including pads and tampons, will be available to cater to different needs and preferences.
· All products provided are chosen to be safe, hygienic, and suitable for a school environment.
3. Information and Awareness:
· Clear signage will indicate where period products can be accessed within the school.
· Age-appropriate education on menstruation will be included in the curriculum to promote understanding and reduce stigma.
4. Sustainability Considerations:
· Where possible, environmentally friendly options will be included to reduce waste and promote sustainability.
5. Monitoring and Feedback:
· Regular monitoring will ensure that stock levels are maintained, and feedback from the school community will be sought to improve the service.

Our Commitment
At Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School, we believe that no one should face barriers to education or well-being due to menstruation. By providing free access to period products, we are taking a positive step toward inclusivity, equality, and support for all members of our community.
We encourage open dialogue on this issue and welcome feedback to ensure our approach meets the needs of everyone in our school.

Signed:
Mrs Amanda Donnelly
Principal
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School
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