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Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School

Online Safety Policy
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Date of Ratification by Board of Governors: ________________________
Signed by Chair of Board of Governors: ___________________________
To be reviewed: _____________________________________________

1. Introduction
At Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that pupils, staff, and parents understand the importance of staying safe online. Our Online Safety Policy outlines our approach to educating children about the potential risks associated with the internet and other digital technologies, and provides guidance on the safe, respectful, and responsible use of online platforms.
This policy is designed to align with safeguarding protocols in Northern Ireland, including guidance from the Department of Education and the Anti-Bullying Alliance, Northern Ireland.

2. Aims of the Policy
· To protect pupils from potential online harm and promote responsible online behaviour.
· To support the wider safeguarding agenda within the school.
· To ensure pupils understand the dangers of online activities and how to protect themselves.
· To involve parents and carers in creating a culture of online safety.

3. Scope of the Policy
This policy applies to all pupils, staff, and parents who use the school's digital technologies, including:
· The school network
· Internet access within school
· School-owned devices (e.g., iPads, computers, tablets)
· Personal devices when used in the school environment
It also extends to online interactions outside of school if they impact pupils, staff, or the reputation of the school.

4. Responsibilities
4.1 School Leadership
· Ensure that the policy is implemented and reviewed regularly.
· Provide staff with ongoing training on online safety.
· Equip pupils with age-appropriate online safety education.
4.2 Teachers
· Integrate online safety into the curriculum, especially in ICT and PSHE lessons.
· Supervise and guide pupils on the safe use of technology.
· Report any online safety concerns to the ICT co-ordinator.
4.3 ICT co-ordinator
· Monitor online safety issues and incidents within the school.
· Take immediate action on any online safety threats.
· Keep updated records of any incidents and inform appropriate authorities if necessary.
4.4 Parents/Carers
· Ensure safe use of technology at home by setting up parental controls.
· Engage with the school’s online safety efforts, attending information sessions where possible.
· Reinforce online safety messages at home, especially regarding online privacy, digital footprint, and social media.
4.5 Pupils
· Follow the school’s rules for online safety.
· Report any inappropriate or harmful online content to a trusted adult.
· Use technology responsibly, respecting others' privacy and rights.

5. SMART Online Safety Tips for Pupils
We encourage pupils to follow the SMART rules to stay safe online:
· S – Stay Safe
Do not share personal information like your name, address, school, or phone number with people you don’t know online.
· M – Don’t Meet Up
Never agree to meet someone you have only spoken to online. People online might not be who they say they are.
· A – Accepting Files
Be careful when accepting emails, messages, or files from people you don’t know. They might contain viruses or dangerous content.
· R – Reliable?
Not everything online is true. Double-check information by using trusted websites or asking an adult.
· T – Tell Someone
If something online makes you uncomfortable or worried, tell a parent, teacher, or trusted adult immediately.

6. Curriculum and Education
Online safety is embedded in our curriculum through:
· ICT Lessons: Teaching technical skills and critical thinking regarding online activities.
· PSHE Lessons: Focusing on online relationships, cyberbullying, and digital citizenship.
· Assemblies and Workshops: Regular talks and assemblies on the latest online safety risks, including information about emerging platforms and trends.

7. Managing Technology in School
7.1 Filtering and Monitoring
We employ a robust filtering system to protect students from harmful online content. All internet activity on the school network is monitored to prevent access to inappropriate websites and detect unusual behaviour.
7.2 Use of Devices
· School devices are set up with child-appropriate settings.
· Pupils must follow school guidelines for the use of both school-owned and personal devices on the premises.
· Personal devices must be switched off and stored safely unless otherwise instructed by a teacher.
7.3 Social Media
The use of social media platforms is restricted for pupils during school hours. Any online bullying or misuse of social media involving pupils will be dealt with under the school’s behaviour and anti-bullying policies.

8. Cyberbullying
The school has a zero-tolerance policy towards cyberbullying. Incidents of cyberbullying will be investigated and dealt with under the school’s Behaviour Policy. Support will be provided to both the victim and the perpetrator, where appropriate.

9. Data Privacy and Protection
The school complies with the UK GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018). Personal information collected about pupils and staff is protected and only used in compliance with legal regulations.

10. Reporting and Responding to Online Safety Concerns
· Pupils should report any concerns to their teacher or the ICT co-ordinator.
· Teachers should escalate concerns to the ICT co-ordinator or Principal if needed.
· The school will respond to incidents based on the severity and nature of the threat, involving external agencies if necessary (e.g.PSNI, social services).

11. Parental Involvement
We recognise the role parents play in reinforcing online safety messages at home. To support this:
· We offer advice for parents on online safety and digital wellbeing.
· We provide resources and updates about emerging risks through newsletters and our website.
· Parents are encouraged to talk openly with their children about online safety and set up parental controls on home devices.

12. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed every three years or more often if required- taking into account any updates in legislation or emerging online safety trends.


This policy sets out clear guidelines for ensuring the online safety of all pupils at Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School. Following SMART rules and encouraging responsible behaviour ensures that children navigate the digital world safely.  Pupils and parents should refer to their signed AUP.
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