DROMORE ROAD PRIMARY SCHOOL

October 2020 News
Welcome to our first Newsletter of the new school
term. Now that we are into a new month, it is with
great delight that I can relay how pleased I am at
the manner in which the children have taken to our
‘new’ school life. There is a sense of calmness in the
school and all of the children are engaging positively
with being back at school. Can I thank you for your
support in helping us implement our new safety
measures and for the sensible steps you’ve taken
when your child has been unwell. We are aware
that regular communication is vital in the operation
of the smooth operation of the school and to keep
up-to-date with school life, please remember to visit
our school website regularly
www.dromoreroadps.com. Teachers will also use
Seesaw to communicate class messages and class
events.

School Nurse
Flu Vaccinations took place on 29th September. As some
consent letters were returned on the morning of the
vaccine, a mop up will take place at a later date.
The date is yet to be confirmed.

Parent/Teacher Interviews

Parents Interviews are scheduled to take
place from Monday 19th to Thursday 22nd
October. Kindly note that the school will finish
at 1.30pm on these dates to facilitate
interviews. Current DENI guidance has
indicated that parent interviews should take
place via telephone or video conferencing and
a letter regarding this will be sent home next
week. We will also upload the letter to your
child’s Seesaw account as this facilitates an
online response, if you prefer. Children who
also have an Individual Education Plan will
have their targets sent home prior to
parent interview, for consultation.

Maths Week October 10-18th
www.mathsweek.ie
We plan to celebrate maths week next
week with lots of fun activities
throughout the week. As a treat for the
children, Friday 16th October will be a
non-uniform day and to coincide with
maths week we would ask the children to
think about choosing clothing with a
maths theme, e.g. numbers,
shapes, patterns etc.

Office Hours
Mrs McParland will be available to take calls
between 8am and 1pm, Monday to Friday. Please note
that the office is not always manned in the afternoon due
to teaching commitments but if you leave a message this
will be picked up after school.

Parent Teacher Association
Sadly, due to Covid19 many of our traditional PTA
events such as the Autumn Fair won’t be able to
proceed this year. This will be a big loss for us all in
school, as PTA events played a vital role in creating a
sense of community, particularly for our new parents,
as well as raising vital funds for school resources. I am
keen to try to find ways to help us remain connected
and would welcome parents’ innovative ideas.

School Messaging Service
We plan to review our text service provider
in the next few weeks. The plan is to change
this to our School Web Design Private Messaging App
service and this will then become our main way of
communicating school messages. We will send home
a data capture form next week explaining this in more
detail. A copy will also be uploaded to Seesaw for
you to fill in online, if you prefer.

Online Learning Programmes
We are currently trialling a new online
literacy programme called Reading Eggs
and the pupils’ feedback has been very
positive.
We hope to purchase this for the whole school next week and
passwords will be sent home in due course. This will be used
as part of our homework provision and during periods of
remote learning due to Covid19.
Everyone in Y1 to Y7 also has access to our Mathletics
programme. This will help with all aspects of maths, from
adding to times tables. It is recommended that your child
spends 15-20 minutes per night on this, twice a week.
Certificates are awarded for obtaining 1,000 points in a week.

Homework
Each child has been provided with a plastic homework
folder and all pupils should now have received their
login details for Seesaw. We are trying to encourage
the children to send a photo of their homework back
using Seesaw so that the children have experience
using the tools. If needed in the future this platform
will be used during periods of remote learning. A
copy of our Remote Learning policy has been added
to the website for consultation.

Assessment
Over the next few weeks, the staff will be completing
a number of assessments. A Pupil Attitude to Self
and School Survey will be completed with P3-7 to
ascertain pupils’ levels of health and wellbeing. CAT4
will also be completed with P4-7 and we hope the
results of these tests will provide valuable information
in helping your child learn better in school.
Standardised GL tests, traditionally completed in May
will be completed in February this year.

Book Week NI will take place during 19 to 25
October. Book Week NI is a joint initiative arising
from the partnership between BBC Northern
Ireland and Libraries NI and the event is now
going into its fifth year.
This year’s theme is Stories and
Storytelling; focusing on stories that matter to
each one of us and encouraging everyone to
participate and share stories from books that
matter to them.
The aim is to inspire people of all ages to discover
or rediscover the joy of reading by pledging to take
15 minutes to read during and preferably
throughout the week.
We will be getting involved in school and we would
encourage you at home to also pledge your
support by reading and sharing stories with your
child as this is vital for their literacy development.

Half Term Break

We are aware there is much media
speculation about an extended school closure or
‘circuit breaker’ at half term. Please note that we
have not received any information formally from
DENI and at this stage our planned break is from
Monday 26-Friday 30 October. Please note that
staff training has also been scheduled for Friday
23rd October and school will be closed for pupils.

After School Activities
Unfortunately, due to our current cleaning
schedule in the afternoon and restrictions on the
use of our hall, organising afterschool activities is
not possible at present. We will continue to
review this on a regularly basis.
Extended Schools
321 Club is currently available for our P2/3 bubble
from 2-2.40pm each day. The cost is £1 per day.
Extended Schools funding will also be used this year
to support pupils’ reading after school. Our
classroom assistants are currently implementing a
reading booster programme with some of the pupils
in P3 and we hope this helps to build the pupils’
confidence and love of reading. This will be offered
to other pupils in the P2/3 bubble throughout the
school year.
We are also delighted to have Mrs Radcliffe
supporting with reading in P4/5. Mrs Radcliffe
previously volunteered in the school taking Reading
Partnership and we know her expertise will be
invaluable in encouraging the children to engage
more regularly with reading.

Staggered Arrival and Dismissal Times
As a school we have used the last few weeks to
carefully monitor the flow of traffic and
movement of parents and pupils on the school
grounds. This has been working well but can I
remind parents that:
-Parents and pupils should avoid congregating in
reception/porch area as it is important that we try
to keep our bubbles apart.
-A face covering should be worn
by parents in the school building.
-Parents collecting pedestrians must adhere to
social distancing guidance.
-Punctuality is vital if you are collecting your
child from the front of the school building. This
is to try to keep our bubbles separated so that we
can track pupil movements, if contacted by PHA.
-A one-way system is operating in the car park
and parents should try to avoid parking
where they hinder the flow of traffic.

Sadly we cannot hold our Autumn Fayre this year and we wanted to recognise this event in some
way for our children. On Thursday 22nd October the school will hold a Dress up/Dress Down
Day. We would ask for a donation of £1 towards our chosen charity,
Macmillan Cancer Support. Children may come to school in their own clothes,
party clothes, dress up clothes or Halloween outfit.

