NAÍSCOIL DHOIRE &
BUNSCOIL CHOLMCILLE
	DENI REF.NO. :
	203-6574

	
	

	ADDRESS:
	40A Steelstown Road,

Derry City, BT48 8EX

	
	

	TELEPHONE NO. / FAX.:
	(028) 7135 9648 / 7135 2331

	
	

	E-MAIL:
	info@gaeloid.doire.ni.sch.uk

	
	

	CHAIRPERSON OF BOARD OF GOVERNORS:
	An tUas. C. Mac Maonghail

	
	

	PRINCIPAL:
	M. Bn. Mhic Lochlainn

	
	

	STATUS:
	Voluntary Maintained

	
	

	TYPE:
	Co-Educational Primary School

Age Range : 4 – 11 years

	
	

	NAÍSCOIL DHOIRE:
	Co-Educational Pre-school

Age Range : 2 - 4 years

	
	


ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS 2019/20
The current policy is to admit into Primary One, at the beginning of the Autumn Term, children who have reached compulsory school age, i.e. those children whose fourth birthday falls on or before 1st July 2019
Parents of prospective pupils may make an appointment to meet the Principal and to be shown around the school.

ENROLMENT AND ADMISSIONS NUMBERS 2019/20
The Department has revised the enrolment and admissions numbers as follows:

	Enrolment Number 
	196

	Admissions Number 
	25

	Naíscoil Dhoire Enrolment Number
	26


ADMISSIONS CRITERIA 
FOR NAÍSCOIL DHOIRE 2019/20
When considering which children should be selected for admission, the Board of Governors / Management Committee will only take into account information which is detailed on or attached to the application form. Parents should therefore ensure that all information pertaining to their child and relevant to the school’s admissions criteria is stated on the application form or attached to it. Examples of such information include whether the child has brothers or sisters attending the school or is the eldest child. 

The Board of Governors of Naíscoil Dhoire has determined that the following criteria shall be applied successively, in the order set down below, in the event of the number of children applying for places being greater than the admissions number. An original Birth Certificate must be provided in order to demonstrate whether or not a child is of pre-school age. Priority shall be given to children resident in Northern Ireland. 

Admissions Criteria - Statutory Criteria
1
Children from socially disadvantaged circumstances born between 2 July 2015 and 1 July 2016.
2 Children born between 2 July 2015 and 1 July 2016.
Note: Children from ‘socially disadvantaged circumstances’ means a child whose parent is in receipt of (i) Income Support, or (ii) Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or (iii) an award of Income Support which has been converted into an Employment and Support Allowance and the level of benefit remains the same, or (iv) Universal Credit. When parents apply for places for their child on this basis they must have their Benefit Verification stamped by the Social Security/Jobs and Benefits Office to confirm that they are in receipt of a qualifying payment.  This should then be sent by the parent directly to the provider of first preference.

Non-Statutory Criteria
3 Other children born between 2 July 2016 and 1 July 2017.
Sub-Criteria
In the event of the number of children applying for places under any of the criteria being greater than the number of places available the following sub-criteria will be applied successively, in the order set down below:
(a) Children who were registered in Náiscoil Dhoire throughout the previous school year.
(b) Children who have a brother/sister (half-sister/half-brother/foster brother/foster sister) who already attended/ attend Bunscoil Cholmcille or whose sister/brother (half-brother/half-sister/foster brother/foster sister) will be attending Bunscoil Cholmcille next September.
(c) Children whose parent / guardian is a prior pupil of Irish-Medium education.
(d) Children whose parents/guardians can demonstrate they are from families in which Irish is a common communicative medium with them by at least one parent / guardian.
(e) Children whose parent / guardian / brother / sister is a member of the full-time or part-time staff of Naíscoil Dhoire or Bunscoil Cholmcille.
(f) Children who are the eldest or only child in the family.
(g) Children who were previously registered in an Irish language pre-school or playgroup other than Naíscoil Dhoire.
(h) Children who are considered by the Education Authority as having significant special educational needs which would make it desirable that the applicant attend Naíscoil Dhoire rather than another nursery unit.
(i) Other children of pre-school age.

In the event of the number of children applying for places under any of the sub-criteria above being greater than the number of places available selection will be on the basis of:
Initial letter of surname (as entered on Birth Certificate) in the randomly selected order set out below:
P   W   V   Ní   E   Mac   De   O    L   Y   Nic   T   Nig   C   X   N   R   H   M   Mc   J   G   Z   F   A   S   B   U   D   Ó   Q   I   K
In the event of surnames beginning with the same letter the subsequent letters of the surname will be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the letters of an equal number of forenames in their order of occurrence (as entered on the Birth Certificate) and according to alphabetical order will be used. In the event of the forenames used having the same letters a random recorded selection will be utilised.
Admissions Criteria after 1 September 2019
If a place(s) become available after 1 September and there are more applicants than places then selection of pupils will be made on the application of the same Criteria to those pupils seeking admission at the time the place(s) become available.

Duty to Verify
The Board of Governors reserves the right to require such supplementary evidence as it may determine to support or verify information on any application form.  

If the requested evidence is not provided to the Board of Governors by the deadline given, this will result in the withdrawal of an offer of a place.  Similarly, if information is supplied which appears to be false or misleading in any material way, the offer of a place will be withdrawn.

Waiting List Policy

The school’s policy on the consideration of applications after the Open Enrolment Admissions Procedure concludes on 11 June 2019 is to apply the same criteria to select pupils from our waiting list.
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) should note that if their child is seeking nursery 

provision for the 2nd year they MUST reapply.
ADMISSIONS CRITERIA FOR

BUNSCOIL CHOLMCILLE 2019/20
ADMISSIONS CRITERIA – YEAR 1

When considering which children should be selected for admission, the Board of Governors will only take into account information which is detailed on or attached to the application form. Parents should therefore ensure that all information pertaining to their child and relevant to the school’s admissions criteria is stated on the application form or attached to it. Examples of such information include whether the child has brothers or sisters attending the school or is the eldest child. 

The Board of Governors of Bunscoil Cholmcille has determined that the following criteria shall be applied successively, in the order set down below, in the event of the number of children applying for places in Year 1 being greater than the admissions number. 

Only children of compulsory school age will be admitted. An original Birth Certificate must be provided in order to demonstrate whether or not a child is of compulsory school age. Priority will be given in the application of each criterion to children regarded by the Board of Governors, on the basis of supporting evidence from parents / guardians and /or statutory agencies, as having special circumstances (ie medical, social, security) which would make it desirable that the applicant attends Bunscoil Cholmcille rather than another school. Priority shall be given to children resident in Northern Ireland. 

1 Children of compulsory school age who have a brother / sister (half-brother / half-sister / foster-brother / foster-sister) who already attend Bunscoil Cholmcille.

2 Children of compulsory school age who attended Naíscoil Dhoire.

3 Children of compulsory school age who have a brother, sister (half-brother / half-sister / foster-brother / foster-sister) or parent/guardian who is a past pupil of Irish-medium education.
4 Children of compulsory school age whose parent/guardian is a member of the full-time or part-time staff of Bunscoil Cholmcille.

5 Children of compulsory school age whose parents can demonstrate they are from families in which Irish is a communicative medium with them by at least one parent / guardian.

6 Children of compulsory school age who are the eldest or only child in the family.

7 Children of compulsory school age who attended Irish-medium pre-schooling other than Naíscoil Dhoire.

In the event of the number of children applying for places under any of the sub-criteria above being greater than the number of places available selection will be on the basis of:

· Initial letter of surname (as entered on Birth Certificate) in the randomly selected order set out below:
F,  Ní,  D,  O,  De,  N,  Nic,  I,  C, W, G, A, H, Y, M, K, L, Nig, 

  S,  Z,  X,  Mc,  E, P,  Mac,  T,  V,  J,  Q,  B,  Ó,  R,  U
In the event of surnames beginning with the same letter the subsequent letters of the surname will be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the letters of an equal number of forenames in their order of occurrence (as entered on Birth Certificate) and according to alphabetical order will be used. In the event of the forenames used having the same letters a random recorded selection will be utilised. 

The Board of Governors has empowered the Admissions Committee to select pupils for admission.  The Admissions Committee consists of the Principal and three other Governors.

YEAR 1 ADMISSIONS – AFTER 1st SEPTEMBER 2019
Applications for admission will be accepted provided they are received in the school office before the beginning of the Halloween holidays. If a place(s) becomes available and there are more applicants than places, then selection of pupils will be made on the application of the Year 1 Admissions Criteria to those pupils seeking admission at the time the place(s) become available.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA – YEARS 2-7

It is expected that any child admitted into Years 2-7 will already command sufficient Irish to be taught in the relevant year group.  This will be deemed to be the case when a parent of the child demonstrates the child has attended Irish-medium education for the duration of his/her primary education.

Pupils will be considered for enrolment provided that:
(i) the school would not exceed its enrolment number; and

(ii) in the opinion of the Board of Governors their admission would not prejudice the efficient use of the school's resources.

If, at the time of the consideration of the application, there are more eligible applicants than places available then the Admissions Criteria for entry to Year 1 of pupils of compulsory school age will be applied.

WAITING LIST

The school’s policy on the consideration of applications after the Open Enrolment Admissions Procedure concludes on 27th April 2019 is to apply the above criteria to select pupils from our waiting list.
COMBINED CLASSROOM GROUPINGS

Since Irish-medium education began in the city in 1983 we have had combined year groups for most of the intervening years. It is the school’s aim that combined classes be arranged in the most effective and productive way to the educational advantage of all the pupils. Consequently, when necessary, pupil and year groupings are arranged taking into account a range of considerations: the professional opinion of teachers, specific pupils’ needs, school assessment, and/or standardised/statutory assessment. This facilitates pupils working in year groupings that are more suited to their own demonstrated performance levels and the use of strategies that can address the needs of pupils more efficiently and so maximize educational benefits for all pupils. In addition, the number of children in our classes is often lower than that to be found in many other schools. 

INFORMATION ABOUT APPLICATIONS,

ADMISSIONS & NUMBERS OF PUPILS

	Year of Admission
	Number of Applications
	Number of Admissions
	Number of Pupils

	Naíscoil Dhoire

	2015 - 2016
	35
	26
	26

	2016 - 2017
	42
	26
	26

	2017 - 2018
	50
	26
	26

	2018 - 2019
	39
	26
	26

	2019- 2020
	50
	26
	26

	Bunscoil Cholmcille

	2015 – 2016
	12
	12
	83

	2016 – 2017
	15
	14
	82

	2017 – 2018
	18
	18
	84

	2018 – 2019
	22
	20
	88

	2018 - 2019
	16 
	15
	92

	Total
	
	
	118


AIMS OF NAÍSCOIL DHOIRE

· To provide each child with a happy, safe and caring environment.

· To provide a variety of opportunities for interesting and challenging play.

· To observe each child to ensure they settle happily and are ready to benefit from the nursery curriculum.

· To allow the children to mix and socialise with other children and adults.

· To encourage enjoyment and satisfaction in everything they do.

· To develop an understanding of health and safety of themselves and others during play.

· To develop children’s language skills and self-expression.

· To develop the children’s creativity and imagination through exploring and experimenting with various materials and tools.

· To gain body control and co-ordination through physical activities both indoors and outdoors.

· To work in partnership with parents for the greater benefit of their children.

· To deliver all aspects of the curriculum that will meet the individual needs of the children including children with special needs.

AIMS OF BUNSCOIL CHOLMCILLE

1. Bunscoil Cholmcille is a voluntary maintained school under the auspices of the Catholic Council for Maintained Schools.  The school addresses the spiritual development of the child and the community of the school complements the work of the child’s family and that of the Catholic community of which the school is a part.

2. Immersion education in Irish began in Derry City in 1983 as a result of the wishes and work of parents and it is through the sustained efforts and support of parents that immersion education will continue to thrive and develop.  The school wishes that parents be involved fully and effectively in the education of their children, in the activities of the school and in the promotion of Irish-medium education.

3. The Bunscoil aims to provide a broad and balanced education through the medium of Irish for its pupils so they may be as prepared as possible for the next phase of their schooling and for a full and fruitful life in the community.  Children are encouraged and assisted to develop full potential spiritually, physically, socially and intellectually.

4. The school is a valuable part of the Irish speaking community in Derry City which passes its heritage on to the next generation.  If pupils are to survive as Irish speakers in the community at large the support of the existing Irish speaking community, public institutions and government is necessary to ensure the needs of young Irish speakers are met in every aspect of their lives.
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 2019 – 2020
	REPRESENTING TRUSTEES
	An tUas. C. Mac Maonghail 

	
	An tAth. J. Mac Daibhéid

	
	An tUas. L. Mac Lochlainn

	
	A. Bn. Uí Chnaimhsí

	
	

	REPRESENTING THE EDUCATION AUTORITY
	An tUas. P. Mac Cearáin
An tUas. J. Ó Dochartaigh

	
	

	REPRESENTING DEPT. 
OF EDUCATION
	A. Bn. Craig 

	
	

	REPRESENTING TEACHERS

REPRESENTING PARENTS
	N. Bn. Mhic Giolla Bhuí
An tUas. G. Foster

	
	

	SECRETARY ( non-voting)
	M. Bn. Mhic Lochlainn


SCHOOL STAFF
	Naíscoil
	N. Bn. Mhic Giolla Bhuí
	R.3 
	A. In. Uí Mhaolómhair 

	R.1
	C. Bn. Mhic Colla
	R.4/5
	R. Bn. Mhic Giolla Bhuí

	R.2
	M. Bn. Mhic Cionnaith
	R.6/7
	M. Bn. Mhic Lochlainn

	
	
	
	

	M. Bn. Mhic Lochlainn
	Principal


SECRETARY: 



E. In. Uí Shándair

BUILDING SUPERVISOR:  

An tUas. P. Mac Cearáin

CLEANING STAFF:

       
T. Bn. Uí Dhochartaigh

PRE-SCHOOL ASSISTANT: 
G. Bn. Uí Chléirigh
FOUNDATION ASSISTANT: 
D. In. Mhic Ailín 

GENERAL ASSISTANT:

B. In. Uí Dhoinn
SEN ASSISTANT: 


M. Bn. Uí Chearúlláin
LUNCHTIME SUPERVISORS: 
C. Barnfield,
                                                        P. Bn. Gartland
TEACHERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES
	Name
	
	Responsibility

	N. Bn. Mhic Giolla Bhuí
	
	Naíscoil Dhoire


	C. Bn. Mhic Colla
	
	Pastoral Care / Child Protection

	
	
	

	M. Bn. Mhic Cionnaith
	
	Numeracy / Beginning Teachers

	
	
	

	M. Bn. Mhic Lochlainn
	
	Principal / Special Educational Needs


ORGANISATION OF THE SCHOOLS
CLASS TIMES

	Naíscoil Dhoire
	8.55 r.n. – 1.25 i.n.

	Years 1 - 2
	8.55 r.n. - 2.00 i.n.

	Year 3
	8.55 r.n. - 2.35 i.n.

	Years 4 - 7
	8.55 r.n. – 2.50 i.n.


Naíscoil Children should not come to school before 8.55 a.m. and Bunscoil children should not come to school before 8.45 a.m.
ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY OF PUPILS
The Department of Education requires very detailed information regarding attendance and punctuality of children. In addition to ensuring good attendance it is very important that children will be at school in time every morning to maximise their educational opportunity. If children are late they will be registered present but late in line with the educational authorities’ guidelines.

BREAK TIME

The children have a supervised break during the morning session.  This allows for toilet arrangements and relaxation from work in the playground or classroom.

If you wish your child to have a snack you are requested not to provide more than one item; a piece of fruit or a plain biscuit is advised. There is no need for a drink since the child can have a drink of water at school or milk if you ordered it. 
The pre-school children also have a supervised break during the morning session and a conservative weekly contribution will be requested to assist in organising snacks for them. 
LUNCH TIME

Naíscoil (pre-school) 12.00 - 12.30; Bunscoil 12.30 p.m. - 1.15 p.m.

Naíscoil Dhoire:


The pre-school children receive their meals in the Naíscoil itself. Parents of new pupils may enquire about assistance with the costs of school uniforms from:

Bunscoil Cholmcille: 

Meals are served in Steelstown Primary School canteen for the children every day. Parents of new pupils may enquire about free meals and also assistance with the costs of school uniforms from:

Meals and Uniform Section, Education Authority, 1 Hospital Road, Omagh, Co. Tyrone BT79 0AW. Tel. No.: 8241 1496;  

Email: MealsandUniforms-Omagh@eani.org.uk
Every child is expected to always practice good manners during lunchtime, both in the canteen and in the playground, and to comply with the instructions of all members of staff. 

SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Pre-school children must be left to and collected from the pre-school.  It is not permissible to place pre-school children in a taxi or on a bus. 
If you live two mile or further from the school, you can request transport to and from the Bunscoil Cholmcille for your child. This currently takes the form of taxis arranged by the Education Authority. 
Education Authority travel support to and from school is arranged according to the pupil’s primary, daily residential address, the address provided by the parent/guardian when an application for travel assistance was submitted. If there is any change of any kind in this address for any reason the parent/guardian must write to the EAWR to request new travel arrangements at: Transport Dept., EAWR, 35 Foyle Street, Derry, BT48 6AL. 

	AN CHÉAD THÉARMA / FIRST TERM


An Luan 02 Meán Fómhair – An Aoine 20 Nollaig

Monday 2nd September – Friday 20th December

Beidh na scoileanna druidte do dhaltaí ar na dátaí seo a leanas: 

/ The schools will be closed to pupils on the following dates: 

	An Aoine / Friday
	27
	Meán Fómhair / Sept

	

	An Déardaoin – 

An Luan 

Thursday - Monday
	31 – 

4

 
	Deir. Fómhair / Oct 

Samhain / Nov 


	AN DARA TÉARMA / SECOND TERM


  An Luan 06 Eanáir – An Chéadaoin 09 Aibreán
 Monday 06th January – Wednesday 9th April
Beidh na scoileanna druidte do dhaltaí ar na dátaí seo a leanas: 
/ The schools will be closed to pupils on the following dates: 

	An Luan- An Aoine

Monday - Friday
	17 – 21
	Feabhra / February

	

	An Mháirt /Tuesday 
	17  
	Márta / March

	An Chéadaoin /

Wednesday
	18
	Márta / March


	AN TRÍÚ TÉARMA / THIRD TERM


An Luan 20 Aibreán - An Mháirt 30 Meitheamh

 Monday 20th  April – Tuesday 30th June

Beidh na scoileanna druidte do dhaltaí ar na dátaí seo a leanas: 

/ The schools will be closed to pupils on the following dates:
	An Aoine / Friday
	08
	Bealtaine / May               

	

	An Luan / Monday
	25
	Bealtaine / May                

	An Mháirt / Tuesday
	26
	Bealtaine / May                 


Is féidir go bhfógrófar druidimí eisceachtúla agus leasuithe eile ó am go chéile.

There may be exceptional closures and other amendments announced from time to time.
CURRICULUM

The pupils of the school are taught the subjects of the Areas of Study of the Northern Ireland Curriculum under the terms of the Education Reform Order (N.I.) 1989 and the Education (Curriculum Minimum Content) Order (N.I.) 2007. Teachers develop the Educational Themes for the Foundation and Key stages through their teaching of all subjects.  The curriculum is enriched and renewed by the continuing development of the skills and expertise of the teachers.  Parental support of the education of their children is directed and guided so that it will be as effective as possible.  A formal interview is arranged to give parents the opportunity to learn about pupils' progress and to agree with teacher’s ways and means to enhance it.  Throughout the school year the principal and teachers are available to meet parents at mutually convenient times to discuss other curricular matters and pastoral welfare of the children.  Information sessions may be arranged from time to time so that parents can be kept up to date on what the Northern Ireland Curriculum means with regard to the work that children do in school.  

The provision of sport is included within the curriculum for Physical Education as well as in the form of extra activities both during and after school time on occasions throughout the school year. Steelstown Primary School kindly provides us with the use of its hall one day per week and during suitable weather the school yard may also be utilised. 
Religious Education is an important aspect of the Catholic school and in this the staff is supported by the priests of the parish. The school follows guidelines of the recognised scheme and all the children are prepared during their time at the school for the sacraments of Penance, the Eucharist and Confirmation. A statement of the school’s Curriculum Policy is available for inspection by arrangement with the Principal.    

NAÍSCOIL DHOIRE CURRICULUM

In the pre-school we employ structured play to aid your child’s development. Structured play is play with a purpose. There are seven areas of structured play in the pre-school curriculum:
· Personal, emotional and social development; 
· The Arts; 
· Language development; 
· Physical development; 
· The World Around Us; 
· Early mathematical development.
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

The school recognises that some pupils require special help and guidance. The staff is sensitive to the educational welfare of these pupils and class teachers make every effort to assess and address their needs. Children who have been identified as requiring special attention are given the help necessary, either on an individual basis or as members of small groups. The school works closely with the Psychology Service to ensure that each child benefits from the best educational opportunity available.
PASTORAL CARE

The life of the child in the Catholic school involves much more than academic considerations. It is recognised that the school has a role to play in the pastoral care of the pupil. The school is deeply committed to the pastoral care of its pupils and every teacher is involved in this work on a daily basis. All relevant policies are implemented in the school, e.g. Positive Behaviour Policy, Child Protection Policy and Anti-Bullying Policy.

A designated teacher, C. Bn. Mhic Colla, reports to the Principal on matters relating to the care and protection of children and liaises with parents / guardians and external agencies.  

If a parent has a concern about his / her child(ren) it is important that the procedure outlined below is adhered to: 

Step 1:  
speak to the class teacher;

  Step 2:  
speak to C. Bn. Mhic Colla (Pastoral Care); 
Step 3:
speak to the Principal;

Step 4:  
write to the Chairperson of the Board of Governors.

Drugs Policy / Scheme

The school considers the misuse of drugs to be incongruous with the development of healthy living. The school has a Drugs Policy and Scheme that are an important part of the curriculum. All members of staff are aware of the Policy and follow advised procedures. The Drugs Scheme is integrated into the Health Scheme in which children are made aware of the benefits and dangers of drugs, e.g. their use in medicine and their misuse.  Drugs education will involve awareness raising for all staff and the development of teaching strategies to deliver an appropriate curriculum.

UNIFORMS

Naíscoil Dhoire:
 Parents of new pupils may enquire about assistance with the costs of school uniforms from:
Bunscoil Cholmcille: Parents of new pupils may enquire about assistance with the costs of school uniforms from:
Meals and Uniform Section, Education Authority, 1 Hospital Road, Omagh, Co. Tyrone BT79 0AW. Tel. No.: 8241 1496;  

Email: MealsandUniforms-Omagh@eani.org.uk
The uniform of Naíscoil Dhoire consists of a navy sweatshirt and a pale blue polo shirt with the pre-school name and logo, navy trousers or skirt and black shoes.  

The Bunscoil uniform consists of a navy sweatshirt and a white polo shirt with the school name and logo, navy trousers or skirt and black flat shoes.  

‘Select Kidz’ also supply the schools’ uniforms.  They have a shop in the Waterside at 53 Spencer Rd, BT47 6BG; Tel.: 7131 3344. 

Gym slippers, a t-shirt and shorts / black or navy tracksuit bottoms should be worn for P.E. lessons.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

The children take part in a wide range of extra-curricular activities so that their education is just one element of an enjoyable period of growth and development.  The following list gives a flavour of activities which are available, some of which are provided by Extended School’s Funding, community groupings that support and compliment the work of the school:  Annual Sports, Drama, Art, Feiseanna, Football, Hurling, Camogie, Netball, Bodhrán, Tin Whistle, Dance, Singing, ICT, Library visits, Creative Writing, Quizzes, Swimming, School outings, Youth Clubs, Study Clubs and various kinds of competitions.   
ROAD SAFETY IN THE VICINITY OF THE SCHOOL

Parents / guardians who bring children to school in vehicles are asked to observe the following advice in the interests of the continuing health and safety of those who use the school entrance and of the access requirements of those who live near the entrance.

· Be mindful of the safety of other drivers / road users.

· Be considerate of the residents of the houses near the school gates who are sometimes inconvenienced by the volume of traffic around 9.00 a.m., lunchtime and ‘home time’.

· Vehicles may be parked in the church car park that is within a short walking distance of the front gates.

· Avoid taking vehicles into the school grounds where traffic is a cause of serious risk.

· Do not park in an illegal manner as this inhibits other road users and increases the risk of accidents.

CHILDREN LEAVING THE SCHOOL

BEFORE THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY

As children sometimes have to leave before their normal going-home time you are asked to adhere to the following procedure to ensure their safety and to avoid misunderstandings.

· The school office should be informed by note, by phone or by personal contact of the time and reason for the request of early dismissal.

· If someone other than a parent/guardian is collecting your child ensure that the school Secretary knows the person’s name in advance.

· Children should be collected from inside the school’s office foyer except when a clear alternative plan is stated in the arrangements.

· The parent (or person named in advance) must go to the Secretary in the school office and complete the Absent /Present Register on collecting and returning the child from/to the school. The Secretary will send for the child and the parent shall wait for her/him in the school office foyer. 
· If necessary, special arrangements may be made through the Pastoral Care Co-ordinator or the Principal.

· A pre-school child is not permitted to leave the classroom without a parent or nominated adult relative.  
GENERAL ADVICE

· Children’s names should be written clearly on the lining of all coats, etc. Many unclaimed coats are left in the school during the year.

· Parents / guardians are encouraged to keep close contact with the class teacher and the Principal about children’s progress in school and with homework.

· Gym slippers, a vest and shorts should be worn for P.E. lessons.

· Children should practice good manners at all times, adopt a kindly and thoughtful attitude to one another, show respect for teachers, classroom assistants, the secretary, the caretaker and those who supervise at lunch-time and to the taxi drivers.

· Children should not come to school before 8.45 a.m. 
INSPECTION OF DOCUMENTS

A number of documents pertaining to school policies, the statutory curriculum and assessment arrangements are available for inspection at the school should you request this. Parents who wish to inspect any of these should give written notice to the Principal at least three full school days in advance.  Copies may also be made available within twenty days.  

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

Complaints concerning the curriculum and other matters referred to in Article 33 of the Education Reform (N.I.) Order 1989 shall be dealt with in accordance with Article 33 and regulations subsequently made by the Department of Education.

THE ATTENDANCE RATE

The Annual Attendance Rate for the year 2018/19 was 95%. 
It is very important that children attend the Pre-school and Bunscoil every single day to maximise their linguistic development and educational opportunities.

CHANGES IN SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS

Changes occur from time to time in the staffing and organisation of the school and parents will be informed of these.  The summaries in this booklet give the present arrangements with effect from October 2019.

CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY

The Board of Governors of Bunscoil Cholmcille has determined its

Charging and Remissions Policy as follows:

A.  CHARGING POLICY

It is the policy of the Governors to charge for:

1. Board and lodging on residential visits.

2. Costs associated with the provision of individual tuition on a musical instrument whether inside or outside school hours unless it is provided as part of the syllabus of an approved public examination or to meet the requirements of Article 11(1)(b) of the Order. A contribution towards music lessons is also requested.
3. The cost, in cash or in kind, of ingredients or materials needed for practical subjects if parents / guardians have indicated a wish in advance to own the finished product.

4. Optional extra activities which take place wholly or mainly outside school hours and are additional to the education provided by the school for the purposes of preparing pupils for an approved public examination or for the purposes of meeting the statutory requirements imposed by Article 11(1)(a) and (b) of the 1989 Order.  Participation in any such activities is to be on the basis of parental choice and a willingness to meet such charges as are made.

5. Swimming lessons for Primary 6/7.

6. Costs associated with running after school clubs.
7. A contribution towards the cost of providing school resources (pencils, erasers, crayons, pritt-stick, copybooks, paint, paper etc)

B.  REMISSION POLICY

Charges will be remitted as follows:

The charge for the board and lodging costs of a residential visit will be remitted in the case of pupils whose parents / guardians are in receipt of income support or family credit if the education provided on that visit must otherwise be provided free, that is, the activity is provided as part of the syllabus for an approved public examination or is required in order to fulfil statutory duties in relation to the NI Curriculum or Religious Education.

C.  VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS

The Board of Governors reserves the right to seek voluntary contributions from parents / guardians or others in support of any school activity or for the benefit of the children or the school. The school reserves the right to cancel planned activities if the voluntary contributions are insufficient to meet the costs of the planned activity.

D.  BREAKAGES / LOSSES

The Board of Governors reserves the right to recover from parents / guardians the whole or part of the cost of breakages and losses incurred as a result of a pupil’s behaviour.

E.  THIRD PARTY ARRANGEMENTS

This policy statement refers only to charges which may be made by Board of Governors and payable by the parents / guardians of the pupils concerned.  The Board of Governors has delegated the day to day management of its policy statement to the Principal of the school.  This policy is effective from 1st October 2019 and is subject to regular review and monitoring.  Changes therein will be notified to parents / guardians.

NAÍSCOIL DHOIRE RULES

· We will always respect the Máistreás and the Assistant.  

· We will always be well-behaved in the classroom and outside with the teachers and the other children. 

· We will always walk in the classroom. 

· We will not swing in our chairs because we understand it is dangerous. 

· We will be quiet when the Máistreás or the Assistant is talking and our fingers will be on our lips. 

· During story-time we will sit with legs and arms crossed and our fingers will be on our lips.  

· During story-time we will put up our hands when we wish to speak and we will all get a chance to speak.  

· When we are going out we will make a straight line, one behind the other, with our fingers will be on our lips.  

· We will not throw water in the classroom and if water falls on the floor we will dry it up. 

· We will put aprons on when playing with water or making a picture with paint.  

· We will not throw sand because we understand how dangerous that can be.  

· At break-time we will get our snack when there is room at the snacks table.  We will put our rubbish and our cups back when we are finished.

· We will flush the toilet when we are finished with it.  Then we will wash and dry our hands.  

· We will be happy to share things with others in the class and so there will be no arguing.  

· We will help with tidying up and it will be completed quicker.

· We will always be careful with toys in the classroom and we will have respect for everything in the class as well as things that we don’t own.  

· When out in the play-ground we will listen carefully and not be running.  

· If we all do our best to keep these rules we will all be content and have a good time!

BUNSCOIL CHOLMCILLE RULES

We wish to ensure that our school is a happy, safe and healthy place in which everyone will have a fair chance to work and learn.  To make sure that our wish is fulfilled, parents / guardians are expected to ensure their children will comply with the following simple rules of behaviour:
· Be respectful of all members of the school community - other pupils, parents / guardians, teachers, classroom assistants, other ancillary staff and visitors.

· Comply with the requests and instructions of all members of the school staff in a mannerly way.

· Practice good manners at lunch-time in the canteen and in the playground.

· Keep all conversation and communication in a quiet and mannerly tone.

· Avoid rough play, arguments and fighting.

· Have respect for other people’s property.

· Show pride in the school, the site, fittings and furniture.

· Ensure that no litter is discarded carelessly anywhere in the school environment.

· Walk on the pathways, in the classes and on the steps.

· Do not play anywhere except in the playground.

· Do not bring balls, glass bottles, marbles, toys or mobile phones to school.

· Comply with the requests and instructions of taxi drivers. 
Naíscoil Dhoire agus Bunscoil Cholmcille
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