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Introduction

Using Information and Communications Technology (UICT) is one of three cross-curricular
skills in the Northern Ireland Curriculum, with an emphasis on the use of ICT resources to
enhance and enrich all areas of learning. Computers, tablets, programmable robots, digital
and video cameras are a few of the tools that can be used to acquire, organise, store,
manipulate, interpret, communicate and present information.

In line with DENI Circular 2016/27, ‘we want pupils to have the opportunity to avail of all
the positive benefits that come from learning, exploring and connecting with each other
online’. At Ballymacrickett Primary School and Nursery Unit, we recognise that pupils are
entitled to quality hardware and software and a structured and progressive approach to the
learning of the skills needed to enable them to use it effectively. It is our vision and purpose
that each and every pupil fulfills their full potential in UICT at every stage of their journey
with us. The purpose of this policy is to state how the school intends to make this provision.

Rationale

Why should our pupils use ICT?
0 ICT can enhance and enrich pupils’ learning across the curriculum.

O ICT provides pupils with learning and teaching experiences not readily accessible
otherwise.

0 ICT provides a vehicle for the development of pupils’ creativity.
0 ICT can motivate and enthuse pupils.

0 ICT can empower pupils, develop self-esteem and promote positive attitudes to
learning.

o ICT gives pupils immediate access to high quality learning materials.

O ICT has the flexibility to meet the individual needs and abilities of each pupil catering
for both low and high achievers.

0 ICT promotes access for pupils with learning difficulties.
o ICT offers potential for effective group work and collaborative learning.

O ICT supports different types of learners — audio, visual and kinaesthetic.




Aims

Our aims in using ICT in learning and teaching are to:
0 extend and enhance learning across all areas of the curriculum.
O contribute to raising standards in literacy, numeracy and other areas of learning.
O encourage pupils to select and use ICT appropriate to the task.

o develop skills in the use of ICT and the ability to apply these skills in a range of
curricular contexts.

o give children access to a variety of sources of information.

o instillin children a sense of confidence, enhance emotional well-being, achievement
and enjoyment.

O enable pupils to extend their learning beyond the school environment.

0 ensure teaching staff are motivated and skilled in the use of ICT and aware of the
contribution ICT can make to learning and teaching.

O enable pupils to develop the skills of using ICT safely and responsibly in a safe
learning environment.

Our aims in using ICT in Management are to:
O create, use and adapt high quality digital teaching resources.
O support communication with parents and the wider school community.
O encourage sharing of resources and good practice through ICT.

O increase professional efficiency through the use of ICT systems for planning, record
keeping, reporting and communicating.

O enable the use of pupil performance data to inform strategic planning.




Strategies for use of ICT

o Since the focus of the Northern Ireland Curriculum is now on ‘Using’ ICT skills, ICT is
not taught as a distinct subject, but is a tool to be used in a variety of meaningful
contexts throughout the curriculum.

O ICTis planned and delivered as an integral part of each curriculum area to support
and enrich children’s learning.

o All pupils are given equal access opportunities through management of ICT resources.

0 ICTis a statutory entitlement for all pupils — never a punishment or reward.

Planning and Progression

Planning for ICT ensures coverage of the statutory requirements for ICT as set out under the
5 ‘E’'s - Explore, Express, Exchange, Evaluate and Exhibit as well as exploration of the
Desirable Features of ICT - Computational Thinking and Coding, Digital Art and Design,
Digital Audio: Music and Sound, Digital Storytelling: Film and Animation, Digital Storytelling;
Presenting, Digital Storytelling: Publishing and Managing Data. All pupils have opportunities
to develop a wide range of skills and competencies commensurate with their age and abilities
as they progress through the school from Nursery to P7. Progression in key areas of ICT has
been identified and agreed by all staff.

Progression is assured through a range of increasingly challenging activities covering all areas
of ICT and embedded in the Northern Ireland Curriculum. (Assessment of ICT)




Inclusion

The school’s ICT facilities are available for use by all pupils and staff. All children will be
given access to ICT regardless of gender, race, physical or sensory disability.

‘A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and, as far as
possible, independence and play an active part in the community. Governments must do all
they can to support disabled children and their families.” (Article 23).

For pupils with learning difficulties and/or physical or sensory disability appropriate use of ICT
can often enhance access to aspects of the curriculum. In co-operation with the SENCO we
will endeavour to provide, wherever and whenever possible, appropriate software and
hardware to enable such access.

Internet and Online Safety

‘Every child has the right to reliable information from the media. This should be information
that the children can understand. Governments must help protect children from materials
that could harm them’.

(Article 17)

The school has internet access in every classroom and in shared areas. Any use of the
Internet will be strictly in accordance with the school’s Online Safety and Acceptable Use of
the Internet and Digital Technologies Policy, which has been communicated to and agreed by
staff, pupils, governors and parents. Pupils are provided with opportunities to develop
knowledge and understanding of e-safety and acceptable online behaviour at a level
appropriate to their age and ICT capability. Teachers refer to Internet and Acceptable Use
Policy in the school to address pupils learning. Our pupils have opportunities to develop their
cyber resilience and online safety skills across the curriculum and at all levels. The school
recognizes Safer Internet Day each year by completing activities in all year groups.




Monitoring & Evaluating

Teachers routinely evaluate their use of ICT in learning and teaching and the impact on pupil
outcomes through termly CCEA tasks.

The ICT Coordinator will monitor and evaluate teaching and learning using ICT on a termly
basis. This will involve lesson observations, collecting samples of work, reviewing year group
planners and whole school moderation staff meetings.

Teachers maintain records of pupils’ ICT capability year on year showing evidence of progress
in the five ‘E’s. Evidence is saved on each pupil’s user area, shared One Drive & Pupil
Portfolio on Just2Easy.

Pupils carry out evaluations on completion of their tasks. In Foundation Stage this is carried
out orally while in Key Stage 1 and 2 it should be recorded by pupils in written form.
Teachers have been given evaluation sheets to use or they may choose to use their own.

Assessment of ICT

The teaching and learning of Using ICT is a statutory curriculum requirement for all year
groups throughout primary school.

Before pupils carry out an assessment activity for Using ICT, they should have had
opportunities to develop the range of ICT skills they need to carry out the activity with some
independence.

All pupils Year 1 — Year 7 will complete tasks to show progression in the 5 E’s of UICT in the
form of assessment tasks each year. This is generally covered by 3 tasks per year. The
nature of the task and skills assessed will be agreed on within each Key Stage by teachers and
ICT Coordinator. This will ensure progression of skills and Desirable Features covered.
Evidence of children’s work will be stored in Pupil Portfolios.




School Development Plan

The school’s action planning for ICT forms part of the overall School Development Plan,
identifying and prioritising areas for development. This is reviewed on an annual basis, taking
into account developments in technology and outcomes of monitoring and evaluation
procedures.

Staff Development

We recognise the need for the ongoing development of ICT capability to reflect the constantly
changing nature of technology. We have a culture of continuing professional development of
all staff, including support staff as appropriate. This will be provided in accordance with the
school development plan and based on audits of identified need as well as developments in
technology.

Review

Because of the rapidly changing nature of technology this policy will be reviewed on an
annual basis by the ICT Co-Ordinator, in consultation with the principal, teaching staff and
governors.

This policy will be reviewed April 2027.
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