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SUNNYLANDS NURSERY SCHOOL 

DECEMBER NEWS SHEET 2024 

Dear Parents, 

Theme: Winter, Christmas, Nativity.  
 

WINTER WEATHER 

Please remember to send your child to school with a warm coat, hat, mittens and appropriate 

footwear. We are trying to teach the children independence skills – hanging up and putting on 

their own coats, so try to encourage these skills at home. Also please put your child’s name on 

the coat.  

 

There is always a bit of sickness about at this time of year so the staff are undertaking a 

thorough clean of the classrooms after every class to try to stop the spread of illness and 

we thank you for your cooperation in keeping children who are sick at home. We would just 

like to reiterate that if your child is feeling unwell, please keep them at home until they are 

well enough to return to Nursery. 

 

CHILDREN IN NEED – Total £100.00 

A great big thanks to everyone for their support in raising this 

money for ‘Children in Need’. We had a great day’s fun in our 

pyjamas!!  
 

CARRICKFERGUS BABY BANK  

Thank you for all your donations to Carrickfergus Baby Bank 

this year. More information about this brilliant community 

initiative can be found on their facebook page – including their 

Christmas appeal to provide gifts for children in Carrick. 

https://www.facebook.com/CarrickfergusBabybank/  

 

CHRISTMAS BALLOT 

This year we will be raffling a Christmas hamper and some smaller hampers. We would ask 

each family to please contribute one item for the Christmas hamper.  

 

Tickets on sale from your class teacher: 5 tickets for £1 

Draw will take place on Wednesday 18th December  

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CarrickfergusBabybank/
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SUNNYLANDS NURSERY SCHOOL – NEW INTAKE 2025/26 

If your child is born on or between 2 July 2021 and 1 July 2022 they are in their target 

 pre-school year and you can apply for admission to either a Nursery School or Nursery Unit 

or Playgroup for the school year 2025-2026. 

 

If your child is born on or after 2 July 2022 they may also be admitted to a Nursery School 

or a Nursery Unit but only if funded places are still available after target age children are 

admitted.  

 

Please tell anyone you know who is interested in sending their child to Sunnylands 

Nursery School that we will be holding our Open Day on Friday 3rd January from 

12:30pm – 1:30pm and 2:00pm – 3:00pm. 

 

The EA Connect Portal on the Education Authority website will go live at 12 noon on Friday 

10th January 2025 and will remain open until 12 noon on Friday 24th January 2025. 

Parents will register and apply online and have the opportunity to amend their submitted 

application until the closing date. For more information about the application process, please 

go to:  

https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions 

 

Any child who is currently in their pre pre Nursery year still has to apply to the Nursery 

School of their choice. 

 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL INTAKE 2025/26 

It is hard to believe we are thinking about Primary schools, when we feel our children have 

just settled into nursery. Over the next few weeks, the Education Authority will be updating 

their website with information on how to apply for a primary school place, key dates in the 

admissions procedure, and schools’ admissions criteria for the school year starting in 

September 2025.  

Please visit: https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/primary-admissions-guide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions
https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/primary-admissions-guide
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

 

CENTRAL INTEGRATED PRIMARY SCHOOL – Friday 6th December 
STAY-AND-PLAY DAY  

Central Integrated Primary School have kindly invited all our children who will be moving on 

to primary school in September to attend their ‘Bright Lights’ Stay and Play Morning. 

Information has been sent to each Target Age child regarding this visit. 

 

 

GARDENING CLUB – Wednesday 4th & 18th December 

(Classes as usual)  

The children will be making Christmas decorations with Mrs Johnston using natural resources 

from the garden.  

CHRISTMAS SONGS – Thursday 12th December                     

(Children can wear Christmas jumpers/outfits to school)  

The children will be learning and practising their Christmas songs throughout December and 

their performances will take place in School and parents are invited to come and watch 

Morning Session parents invited to attend at 9.30am – 10am 

Afternoon Session parents invited to attend at 12.45pm – 1.15pm 

Kind reminder we are limited to max 2 from each family due to limited space and 

Health and Safety in our School. 

 

WINTER WONDERLAND – Friday 13th December 

(Classes as usual – Children can wear Christmas jumpers/outfits to 

school)  

We will go on a magical trail round the school to Santa’s Post Box and the 

children can send their letters to Santa. 

Santa will be replying to all our boys and girls so please make sure letters are 

in school by Wednesday 11th December. 

 

 

JO JINGLES – Friday 13th December 

(Classes as usual - Children can wear Christmas jumpers/outfits to school) 

Gillian and Jo will be in school for some fun interactive music, singing and movement.  

 

 

SUNNYLANDS P.S. CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE – Monday 16th December at 9.30am 

(Classes as usual - Children to wear school uniform) 

We may need some help from parents walking to and from the Primary School. Your Class 

Teacher will be in touch with more information. 
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VISIT FROM SANTA – Thursday 19th December 

(Classes as usual - Children can wear Christmas jumpers/outfits to 

school) 

On this day our special visitor, Santa, will be calling to school with presents for our boys and 

girls.  

Morning classes will finish at 11am 

Afternoon classes will finish at 2pm due to a school staff event. 

 

 

PUPPET SHOW & CHRISTMAS PARTIES  – Friday 20th December 

(Classes as usual - Children can wear Christmas jumpers/outfits to school) 

Carnival Promotions will be in school on Friday 20th December with a Christmas Puppet Show! 

 

There will be festive singing, dancing and lots of fun!  

AM Classes Friday 20th December – this will be the last day before the Christmas 

Holidays for the AM Classes – school will finish at 11.15am 

PM Classes Friday 20th December - this will be the last day before the Christmas 

Holidays for the PM Classes – school will finish at 2pm 

 

 

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

 

We would like to thank all the pupils, parents and carers for all your support during this first 

term. The children are settling in well and we are enjoying getting to know all our new 

families. We really appreciate all your kindness at Christmas but please do not feel like you 

have to buy gifts for the staff - we would love you to just spend the money on your families 

instead. If you really want to buy presents then please don’t go to a lot of trouble - a box of 

teabags or a jar of coffee for the staffroom would be much appreciated! 

 

We wish you and your families a very happy Christmas holiday and look forward to a busy 

second term when we come back in January.  

From all the staff xx 

 
                                                 
 

 

 

Morning and Afternoon Classes will finish for the Christmas Holidays on  

Friday 20th December. 

 

School re-opens on Monday 6th January 2025. 


