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SUNNYLANDS NURSERY SCHOOL 

OCTOBER NEWS SHEET 

 

 

Theme: Autumn & Halloween        
  

Dear Parents, 

 

The staff want to thank you all for your co-operation during the settling-in 

period. We are delighted with how well your children have settled into their 

classes. We now look forward to a fun-filled year in nursery. 

 

Learning 
The staff have started their observations of the children. We will be 

focusing on developing confidence and independence, this is important at 

home and in school.  

HELPFUL HINT- Encourage hanging up their own coat each day as they 

arrive to school. 

We will be learning about the season Autumn, talking about changes in the 

weather, observational changes in the gardens and park and our animals 

getting ready to hibernate. 

HELPFUL HINT-collect some Autumn resources while out and about, leaves, 

conkers etc. Or if you have any toys or books that you think might support 

our topics. 

 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs 

You will receive this month’s rhymes and songs that the children will be 

singing in class.  It’s nice to be able to join in with your child at home. 

Please don’t worry – this is not Homework!!! 

 

 

Parent interviews 
Towards the end of October all our children will have been at Nursery for a 

couple of months.  You will have the opportunity to arrange an interview with 

your child’s class teacher to discuss how your child has settled into Nursery.  

 

Mrs McQuillan’s (returners) – Friday 10th October (see sheet in cloakroom)  

Mrs McQuillan’s (new pupils) – Thursday 16th October  

Mrs Morrow’s (returners) – Tuesday 14th October (see sheet in cloakroom) 

Mrs Morrow’s (new pupils) – Friday 17th October  
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See-saw app 
We hope you are enjoying using See-Saw. This is great way to help us share 

with you the learning that is going on in nursery and it also shows you how 

busy and happy your children are. If you have not received an invite to join 

the App please let us know. We hope you appreciate that we have 56 

children in the nursery so we will not be able to post a picture every day of 

your child, but we will try our best to share as much as we can.  

Messages sent outside of school hours will always be read but you may not 

get a reply until the next school day.  Staff will reply to urgent messages as 

soon as possible.  

 

 

THINGS YOU NEED TO BRING TO SCHOOL   

Just a little reminder that each child needs a complete change of clothing in 

their school bag just in case of accidents.  As we like to get outside every 

day please make sure your child has a coat with them. Please wear sensible 

clothing to school as we encourage the children to be as independent as 

possible, and therefore tight jeans with buttons and laced shoes, 

especially converse, are quite challenging for the children to master.   

We would appreciate it if the children could wear Velcro shoes this helps 

their independence when changing into wellies for outside play and means 

they have more time to play.  It is very time consuming having to help 

children tie laces and manage footwear they are not independent with. We 

have 26 children to get ready to go outside, so the more independent they 

are the more time we get to enjoy outside play. 

Please remember to put child’s name on sweatshirts, coats etc. 

 

 

 

CARRICKFERGUS BABY BANK  

Thank you for all your donations to 

Carrickfergus Baby Bank this year. We have a 

container in our hallway for anyone wishing to 

make a donation.  Our parents and carers have 

been very generous of the last few years and 

we would appreciate any donations for this great cause.  More information 

about this brilliant community initiative can be found on their facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/CarrickfergusBabybank/  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CarrickfergusBabybank/
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School library                                         

For the past few years we have been fortunate to be involved in the Getting 

Ready to Learn project, once all the children are settled in happily we will 

begin our Big Bed Time Read initiative. Information will follow shortly. 

 

School funds 
Thank you for paying the school funds. School Fund for October is £16. If 

you haven’t paid September’s £8 yet, this is now overdue, please pay using 

the School Money App or bring this to the Office as soon as possible. If you 

have any questions about how much you owe, please talk to your Class 

Teacher. 

 

Allergy information 
This year we have children at the Nursery with severe allergies, so we 

kindly ask you not to bring in food of any kind, including birthday cakes. Any 

food being brought in for Childminders can be left in the Office. 

 

School Website 
We have updated our website to share important information with you 

including our policy documents.  Please take the time to read this 

information, any feedback would be appreciated. 

 

Facebook 
Please follow us on facebook and like our posts.  It is very important that we 

link with our community, sharing the success of our School.  This is another 

platform for us to share information about our School and grow our school 

community links. 

 

Learning Wall 
We have set up a parents board to share in the learning that’s going on in 

School each month.  We will inform you how you can help us with our learning 

by reading “Focus for The Month”.  We will display photos and some helpful 

hints!! 

 

Important notices  
Parents, please remember that notices and information are on the White 

Board in the porch, and also in Classroom cloakrooms, so please check 

regularly, or get a friend to keep you informed.  
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JO JINGLES – THURSDAY 9th OCTOBER 

(Classes as usual) 

 

Music, Singing and Movement! 

Jo Jingles will be in the Nursery for a session of fun and games to music – 

percussion instruments, nursery rhymes and action songs. 

 

 

HALLOWEEN   FRIDAY 24th OCTOBER 

(Classes as usual) 

 

Children can dress up for our Halloween 

celebration, we are aware that some children 

don’t like to dress up and they can wear their 

ordinary clothes. Please remember nothing too 

scary, as this can be frightening for some of the children not to mention the 

staff!!! 

Children will perform some of the Halloween songs they have learnt at the 

end of the session and parents are welcome to join us.                                                  

Parents are invited to School at 1pm School will finish at 1:15pm 

    

 

 

    HALLOWEEN HOLIDAYS     
 

School will be closed for the Halloween holidays – 

 

Monday 27th October to Friday 31st October. 

 

School opens again on Monday 3rd November. 

 
Mrs S Morrow  

Principal 

DATES FOR DIARIES 


