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Tel: 028 427 28523
Email: nallen400@c2kni.net			                                 www.portaferryips.co.uk

Dear Parents/Guardians                                                                  March 2025      
PSNI Visit
Just a reminder that the PSNI will be here on Wednesday 5th March at 2 pm for parents/guardians to emphasise the importance of internet safety for our children. They will show how parents can help keep their children safe online by learning about online safety resources, potential risks, using parental controls, and supervising their children's online activity. We would be grateful if as many as possible could attend for this very worthwhile event. 
 
[image: Integrated Education Fund]Integrated Education Month 2025 
Theme: ‘Celebrating Cultural Connections’	
						
This March will be a fun and exciting month for us as we look forward to the many events on the attached page to celebrate Integrated Education Month 2025.

GAA Coaching 

Ronan from Portaferry GAC will be commencing hurley coaching on Wednesday 12th March for the whole school and we would encourage anyone who has a helmet/stick to bring them in every Wednesday from the 12th. This event is sponsored by the Integrated Education Fund.
Green Day 
On Friday 14th March, to celebrate St Patrick’s Day, we will have a non uniform Green Day. All proceeds to NI Children’s Hospice.
[image: ]World Book Day
We are having a dressing up day for World Book Day on Thursday 6th March. All proceeds to NI Children’s Hospice. 
St Patrick’s Day – 17th March

Just a reminder that school will be closed on Monday 17th March for St Patrick’s Day.

[image: ]First Confession
The First Confession ceremony for our P3 Catholic children for this year takes place in St. Cooey’s Oratory Portaferry, on Thursday 20th March at 11.30 am. Everyone is welcome to the ceremony.


Extended Schools
The last extended schools for this term will be Wednesday 26th March.

[image: ]Odd Sock/Dressing Up Day

The above will take place on Friday 28th March. All donations will go to Integrated Education Fund who have subsidised our sports this year. This is a simple and fun initiative where students dress outlandishly and wear odd coloured socks to school and make a donation to the Integrated Education Fund. No school uniforms that day!  

[image: 310+ Craft Market Stall Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free ...]  Artisan Market Fundraiser   

We are delighted to again have the opportunity to hold a tea/coffee fundraiser on Saturday 5th April at the Artisan Market in the Square, Portaferry. We would be grateful for any donations of tea, coffee, sugar, biscuits, home baked traybakes/cakes etc.  We would also welcome any volunteers to help out on the day. 

Early Closure 

A reminder that school will close early at 12.45 pm on Monday 7th April for BWDW (Being Well Doing Well) staff training.
[image: ]
Parents Get Together 
  

We have organised a Parents Get Together on Thursday 20th March at 2 pm in the ICT suite to finalise details for our forthcoming events. We would appreciate if as many as possible could attend, especially our new parents. Everyone welcome.
Handle with Care              [image: Word expression for please handle with care in frame ...]

If your family is experiencing difficulties at home. I would like to provide additional support at school.  I understand that you are not always able to share details and that’s okay. If your child is coming to school after a difficult night, morning or weekend, please email me “Handle with Care”. Nothing else will be said or asked. This will let me know that your child may need extra time, patience, or help during the day. Also in these bleak economic times, we know how difficult it is to be able to put food on the table, pay bills etc., so if you feel your child needs any extra food for breakfast and/or break or avail of the community foodbank, we will be able to provide some food if needed. Just let Mrs Allen know by email or telephone the school and ask for her specifically.

Important - Absence from School 

[image: ]If a child is absent from school due to illness or for some other reason, we would ask you to please ring the school or email (econlan823@c2kni.net) to let us know the situation   It is a requirement for us to inform the Education Welfare Officer of any child’s absence for which we have no explanation.  If there 







is no explanation of a child’s absence from school, the unauthorised absence code will be used.  

Absence will be monitored monthly and if your child’s absence is under 85% for the school year, you will be contacted by telephone initially. If there is no improvement, the Education Welfare Officer will be contacted to advise them of this.

If your child has an appointment during the day, please email 
econlan823@c2kni.net or telephone 028 427 28523 first thing at 9 am.
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Designated Teacher/Deputy Designated Teacher 

The Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mr Martin McKeown and the Deputy Designated Child Protection Officer is Mrs Allen.  If you or your child have any concerns in this respect, please contact one of the above. 
[image: 150+ Child Cricketer Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free ...]
Cricket Coaching (P4 – P7)
Cricket coaching will commence on Friday 2nd May for 5 weeks. This will be our first time ever to have cricket in our school and we are really excited to learn a new sport. This event is sponsored by the Integrated Education Fund.
NI Children’s Hospice – Easter Raffle[image: ]

Our annual Easter Egg raffle this year will be in aid of NI Children’s Hospice.  Children may buy tickets at 20p each at the school between then and the end of term. Any donations of Easter Eggs would be greatly appreciated. The raffle will be held on Thursday 10th April.
[image: 797 Counseling Clip Art Royalty-Free Photos and Stock Images ...]
School Counsellor
If anyone wishes their child to avail of the school counselling service, please contact Mrs Allen for referral.
School Uniform Donations [image: Preloved School Clothes – National Parent Forum of Scotland]

Has your child grown out of their school uniform and you don’t need it anymore? 
We accept pre loved school trousers, jumpers, polo shirts and any other school items that you think might benefit our school community. Please leave any donations into any of the teachers or the office. Thank you for your support.

Yours faithfully
Nicola Allen

NICOLA ALLEN
PRINCIPAL





INTEGRATED EDUCATION MONTH 2025
THEME – ‘CELEBRATING CULTURAL CONNECTIONS’

	DATE
	ACTIVITY

	3/3/25
	P6/P7 Library Visit 

	4/3/25
	Cricket (P4-P7)

	5/3/25
	Ash Wednesday
PSNI (Pupils) 11 – 12 pm (Road Safety)
PSNI (Parents) 2 – 3 pm (Internet Safety)

	6/3/25
	World Book Day
Dressing Up Day for NI Children’s Hospice

	7/3/25
	PSNI P4 – P7 (Internet Safety)

	11/3/25
	Trip to Somme Museum, Newtownards (P6/7)

	12/3/25
	First Holy Communion meeting in St Mary’s P.S. – 2.15 pm
&
GAA Coaching (Whole School)

	14/3/25
	Green Day – Dressing Up Day for NI Children’s Hospice

	20/3/25
	First Confessions 11.30 am (P3)


	21/3/25
	Visit to Clandeboye Estate (P6/P7)

	27/3/25
	Confirmation 11 am

	28/3/25
	Odd Sock Day/non uniform – proceeds to NI Integrated Education

	31/3/25

	P6/P7 Shared Education trip 
to Mount Stewart
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