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Dear Parents/Guardians


Reminder

On Monday 7th April school will close at 12.45 pm for P1 – P7 for BWDW (Being Well Doing Well) staff training.

Fundraising – Artisan Market

We are delighted to announce that Portaferry Artisan Markets has given our parents group a slot providing the hospitality offering at their Saturday 5th April Artisan Market.

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to raise both financial contributions for our school and support and enhance the artisan market - whereby we can encourage social inclusion and a general get-together with friends & families.

We need volunteers to set up, serve and wash up during 2/2.5 hour shifts from 8.30 am – 2 pm or whenever you can, and to clear up afterwards. Please contact the school if you are able to help. We also would appreciate donations of tea bags, coffee, sugar and diluted juice. We would also appreciate ballot prize donations. Please leave into school on Friday 4th April. 

Confirmation

Congratulations to our three P7 children who made their Confirmation on Thursday 27th March. It was a beautiful service at St Patrick’s Church, Ballyphilip and the children did themselves and their parents proud.

ASDA Cashpot

We received a total of £169.83 from the ASDA Cashpot for our school funds recently. Thank you to everybody who supported us in this fundraiser. 




Facebook

Please do not put children’s names when commenting on school Facebook posts.  This is to keep our children safe. Thank you for your co-operation.


[image: ]Odd Sock/Dressing Up Day

The above took place on Friday 28th March. All donations of £200.00 will go to Integrated Education Fund who have subsidised our sports this year. Thank you for your support.


First Holy Communion

Our First Holy Communion is on Thursday 8th May 1pm at the Oratory in Portaferry. 
Our whole school community is very welcome to come along and join us for the ceremony and the little celebration in school immediately afterwards.
Some of our parents’ group have very kindly volunteered to donate tasty treats but could I please ask for donations from other families of scones, traybakes, buns, biscuits. These can be left into school anytime. Many thanks in advance for your kindness and support on this very special day.

School Resources

If anybody has any Homework Books/Reading Books/Text Books
at home or any resources of any kind which belong to the school, we would be grateful if you could please return as soon as possible.


Handle with Care

If your family is experiencing difficulties at home. I would like to provide additional support at school. I understand that you are not always able to share details and that’s okay. If your child is coming to school after a difficult night, morning or weekend, please email me “Handle with Care”. Nothing else will be said or asked. This will let me know 
that your child may need extra time, patience, or help during the day. Also in these bleak economic times, we know how difficult it is to be able to put food on the table, pay bills etc., so if you feel your child needs any extra food for breakfast and/or break 
or avail of the community foodbank, we will be able to provide some food if needed. Just let Mrs Allen know by email or telephone the school and ask for her specifically.






Important - Absence from School 

[image: ]If a child is absent from school due to illness or for some other reason, we would ask you to please ring the school or email (econlan823@c2kni.net) to let us know the situation   It is a requirement for us to inform the Education Welfare Officer of any child’s absence for which we have no explanation.  If there is no explanation of a child’s absence from school, the unauthorised absence code will be used. 


Absence will be monitored monthly and if your child’s absence is under 85% for the school year, you will be contacted by telephone initially. If there is no improvement, the Education Welfare Officer will be contacted to advise them of this.

If your child has an appointment during the day, please email 
econlan823@c2kni.net or telephone 028 427 28523 first thing at 9 am.
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Designated Teacher/Deputy Designated Teacher 

The Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mr Martin McKeown and the Deputy Designated Child Protection Officer is Mrs Allen.  If you or your child have any concerns in this respect, please contact one of the above. 
School Counsellor[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQlc53_mjr2PWjYizrRV6ybVekaW-NnW5Ko-4D2Mma70afL1eIJdv-z8wX4XOM&s]

If anyone wishes their child to avail of the school counselling service, please contact Mrs Allen for referral.

Best Wishes 
Nicola Allen

NICOLA ALLEN 
PRINCIPAL
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Thursday 3rd April – Shared Education at W5 P6/P7
Saturday 5th April – Fundraising event teas/coffee at the Artisan Market in the Square
Monday 7th April – School closes early at 12.45 pm for BWDW (Being Well Doing Well) staff training
Wednesday 9th April – P1 – P3 Annual Easter Egg rolling (football field)
                                    P6/P7 – Visit to Bible Exhibition in Cardy Hall

Thursday 10th April - Easter confessions 11.30 am in the Oratory
                               - Easter Egg raffle     
                  
Friday 11th April – School closes at 12 noon for Easter Holidays – non uniform

Monday 14th April  – Friday 25th April – Easter Holidays

Monday 28th April – Back to school

Thursday 1st May – Meet the Lifeguards 9.30 – 10.30 am – Whole School

Friday 2nd May – Cricket coaching sessions 11 – 1 pm x 5 weeks (P4 – P7)

Monday 5th May – Bank Holiday – School closed

Tuesday 6th May – After Schools commences

Thursday 8th May – First Holy Communion – P1 – P3 go home at 11.30 am
Monday 12th May – Glastry Tournament
Wednesday 14th May – Portavogie Tournament
Monday 26th May – Bank Holiday – School closed
Wednesday 28th May – Last After Schools for this school year
Friday 30th May – Crazy Hair Day – donations in aid of NI Children’s Hospice
Tuesday 10th June – Quiz at Portaferry Hotel in aid of school funds
Thursday 12th June – Sports Day              
 Monday 30th June – School closes for summer holidays 12 noon     
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