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Dear Parents

A Big Thank You

Miss Dow will be leaving us at the end of June as she is relocating to Poland. We would like to thank Miss Dow for her dedication and hard work over the last 3 years. Each and every one of us wish Miss Dow all the best for her future and we will miss her greatly.

Classes for 2025/26   

P1      –   Mrs Allen
P2/P3 –  Mrs Bennett 
P4/P5 –  Mrs Feldman                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
P6/P7 –  Mr McKeown (Mrs McWhinney on Wednesdays)

Grandparents Day

REMINDER: All grandparents are invited to come along to school on the Monday 2nd June 11.15 am – 12 noon and visit their grandchildren in class. We look forward to seeing as many grandparents as possible.
Table Quiz
Our parents have organised a Table Quiz for Tuesday 10th June at the Portaferry Hotel commencing at 8 pm. Tables of 5, £3 each player and raffle prizes to be won so should be a good night’s entertainment.  We encourage as many of you as possible to support this event to raise funds for the school.
Early Closure P1 - P3
REMINDER: School finishes at 2 pm from Monday 23rd June – Friday 27th June. On Monday 30th June, school finishes at 12 noon for the summer holidays.
First Holy Communion

We would like to congratulate our P4 children who celebrated their First Holy Communion on Thursday 8th May.  The event went off really well and the choir sang beautifully.  A very big thank you to everyone who sent in food, etc., for the reception afterwards.  



NI Children’s Hospice 

Our last fundraising day for the above charity of non uniform and crazy hair day is on Friday 30th May.  A representative from the NI Children’s Hospice will be presented with a cheque for the final amount on Tuesday 24th June. We want to thank each and every one of you for your generosity and support for this very worthwhile cause. 

Credit Union 

Just a reminder that a representative from the Credit Union calls to the school every Thursday to collect savings.  If you or your child wish to save, please send in an envelope with the name and account number, together with savings. These will be returned Thursday afternoon. If you wish to open an account, please visit the branch with your child’s Birth Certificate and ID or visit the website of your local Credit Union. 

Sports Day

This year Sports Day will take place on Thursday 12th June at 9.30 am (weather permitting). However, this will be a normal school day with the children going home at 2pm/3.10pm respectively. Children should wear their PE uniform (white polo shirt, navy shorts or tracksuit bottoms, trainers and school jumper into school.) Each child will receive a free ice cream in the afternoon. Parents and family members are welcome to attend the sports.  

Whole School Celebration
Last day for P7 children 
           
[image: C:\Users\EConlan823\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.MSO\76A4F312.tmp]Our P7 Farewell Celebration Day is on Tuesday 24th June commencing at 11 am. It will take place in the Assembly Hall at St Columba’s. We hope to finish at
12 noon approximately.  The achievement of all children will be celebrated with a certificate. All children in P1 – P7 will be performing on the day. 

All parents/grandparents and any family members of the whole school community  are welcome to come along and see all the children perform. All P1 – P7 children will go home with their parents/guardians immediately after the event.  There will be no dinners on that day. No tickets required. We will be collecting for school funds at the performance.

Pantomime – Jack Frost (P1—P7)        

We are planning to attend “Jack Frost” Pantomime on Thursday 27th November at the MAC Theatre.  The cost this year will be £18.00 per child which includes entry and transport. If you allow your child to attend please complete and return the attached reply slip by Friday 6th June in order to secure their place (if you have not already done so).
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Reports

End of year reports can be collected from your child’s teacher on Thursday 26th June. These cannot be put in the children’s schoolbags because of GDPR rules. 	


Application for Free School Meals/Uniform Allowance

Just a reminder to make sure to apply for Free School Meals/Uniform in June for September 2025 at www.eani.org.uk.  Even if you have received Free School Meals and Uniform Allowance for your child/children in 2024/25 year, you need to register to enable you to apply for support for the 2025/2026 school year. Please note that the school receives more funding based on the percentage of Free School Meals so we would urge you to please apply even if your child does not take dinners every day.

Handle with Care

If your family is experiencing difficulties at home. I would like to provide additional support at school.  I understand that you are not always able to share details and that’s okay. If your child is coming to school after a difficult night, morning or weekend, please email me “Handle with Care”. Nothing else will be said or asked. This will let me know that your child may need extra time, patience, or help during the day. Also in these bleak economic times, we know how difficult it is to be able to put food on the table, pay bills etc., so if you feel your child needs any extra food for breakfast and/or break or avail of the community foodbank, we will be able to provide some food if needed. Just let Mrs Allen know by email or telephone the school and ask for her specifically.

Important - Absence from School 

[image: ]If a child is absent from school due to illness or for some other reason, we would ask you to please ring the school or email (econlan823@c2kni.net) to let us know the situation   It is a requirement for us to inform the Education Welfare Officer of any child’s absence for which we have no explanation.  If there is no explanation of a child’s absence from school, the unauthorised absence code will be used.  


Absence will be monitored monthly and if your child’s absence is under 85% for the school year, you will be contacted by telephone initially. If there is no improvement, the Education Welfare Officer will be contacted to advise them of this.

If your child has an appointment during the day, please email 
econlan823@c2kni.net or telephone 028 427 28523 first thing at 9 am.
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Designated Teacher/Deputy Designated Teacher 

The Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mr Martin McKeown and the Deputy Designated Child Protection Officer is Mrs Allen.  If you or your child have any concerns in this respect, please contact one of the above. 

School Uniform 

Please remember that children should wear plain navy bottoms, i.e. skirts, shorts, trousers, leggings etc to school. If the weather is good, your child can wear plain navy shorts or light blue dresses for the month of September.

The school will advise you when your uniform order is ready for collection in June. If uniform is not collected during June, the only other date for collection is Thursday 21st August.
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If any parent would like to see a copy of the school’s Annual Report 2023/24, please contact the office.			 
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School Resources

If anybody has any Homework Books/Reading Books/Text Books
at home or any resources of any kind which belong to the school, we would be grateful if you could please return as soon as possible.  
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Starting Back:

Tuesday 26th August 9 am – 12 noon (P1– P7)
Wednesday 27th August 9 am – 12 noon (P1-P7)
Thursday 28th August 9 am – 12 noon (P1-P7)
Friday 29th August 9 am – 12 noon (P1-P7)
Monday 1st September P2 – P7 will do a full school day until 2 pm & 3.10 pm respectively

On behalf of myself and the staff, may I wish you a happy, healthy and safe summer holiday and thank you for your continued support.
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Nicola Allen

NICOLA ALLEN
PRINCIPAL

Monday 2nd June – Grandparents Day 11.15 am – 12 noon
Tuesday 3rd June – Induction Day at St Columba’s for new Year 8s
Wednesday 4th June – P1 Induction Day 2.15 pm 
Thursday 5th June - Tennis Taster with Andy 9 am – 1 pm 
Monday 9th June – Moving Up Day 11.15 pm
Tuesday 10th June – Quiz at Portaferry Hotel 8 pm in aid of school funds 
Thursday 12th June – Sports Day 9.30 am   
Monday 23rd – Friday 27th June – School closes at 2 pm for whole school 
Tuesday 24th June – Whole School Celebration – Last day for P7s (P1-P7 go home immediately afterwards)
Wednesday 25th June – Intergenerational Final Celebration – P3 
Thursday 26th June – Report Day
Monday 30th June – School closes for summer holidays 12 noon     
________________________________________________________
Reply Slip – Jack Frost  (P1 – P7)

I give permission for my child ________________________ to attend 
“Jack Frost” Pantomime on Thursday 27th November 2025 and I enclose £18.  My child *has/does not have an allergic reaction to ______________, *does not need/needs an inhaler, is a bad traveller, etc.* (Please delete as appropriate)

SIGNED ___________________________   DATE __________________
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