ST PETER'S NURSERY SCHOOL OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 2025

This month we are focusing

Autumn / Halloween Shapes: Triangle/Circle Colours: Orange/Brown  Number: counting
Square / Rectangle forwards 0-10

HOW YOU CAN HELP:

e Encourage your child o become independent by being able to take off and put on their own shoes
and coat.
Go on an autumn walk encouraging your child to look for signs of autumn - leaves changing from
green fo orange and brown, leaves falling from trees etc. You could collect leaves and make a
collage.
Encourage your child to become aware of colours in the world around them especially orange and
brown.
Encourage your child o become aware of shapes in the world around them especially triangle,
circle, square and rectangle. Sing the songs provided.
Busy Beavers colour/number & shape - Click on the hyperlinks below to download songs from you
tube to your phone/tablet or computer. The children are familiar with these from school and
they are an enjoyable way to teach & learn early mathematical concepts.

Colour: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGa3AgeqRy0
Number: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glkQwKA5_PU
Shape: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XU3PsRNNypc

DATES TO REMEMBER:

e Wed 01.10.25: Music & Movement PE session for our Proper Aged Children with coach Jemma from
'‘Make a Sound' in St Joseph's Primary School Sports Hall. R2 9.30am / R1 10am. Please ensure that
your child is wearing tracksuit bottoms/leggings and trainers for this session.

Mon 06.10.25: Breakfast Club begins and will run Mon-Fri from 8.30am at a cost of £1 per day.
There are only 10 spaces available, and they must be booked via the School Money App. Penultimate
Aged children and those undergoing statutory assessment are not permitted to attend breakfast
club at this stage.

Wed 08.10.25: Music & Movement PE session for our Proper Aged Children with coach Jemma from
'‘Make a Sound' in St Joseph's Primary School Sports Hall. R2 9.30am / R1 10am. Please ensure that
your child is wearing tracksuit bottoms/leggings and trainers for this session.
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Wed 15.10.25: Music & Movement PE session for our Proper Aged Children with coach Jemma from
‘Make a Sound' in St Joseph's Primary School Sports Hall. R2 9.30am / R1 10am. Please ensure that
your child is wearing tracksuit bottoms/leggings and trainers for this session.
Wed 22.10.25: Sponsored Broomstick Jiggle with Make a Sound in St Joseph's Primary School
Sports Hall. We would love our parents / guardians to join us for this event and think it is best that
all children have at least one parent/guardian attend and join in with them. The parents/guardians of
the children in Mrs Markey's class should meet her there with their children at 9.15am. The
parents/guardians of the children in Mrs Hall's class should bring their children to school as normal
at 9.00am and meet her at St Joseph's Primary School at 10am. All money raised should be returned
by Thurs 23.10.25 and will be spent on resources for our children.
Thurs 23.10.25:Sensory Story with Penny Pumpkin & friends from Make a Sound followed by a
Halloween themed party dinner.
Fri 24.10.25: 12 NOON FINISH: children should be collected promptly at 12noon.
Halloween Hoolie! The children are invited to come to school dressed in their Halloween costumes
for a morning of Halloween themed fun including a Halloween Party, a Halloween Disco and a
Halloween themed drama workshop with Mr Hullabaloo & Friends. If you do not have a costume for
your child please do not worry or rush to buy something new - chat to Mrs Hall and she can loan your
child a costume from school.

me from >

PLANNING AHEAD “‘

e 27.10.25 - 31.10.25: SCHOOL CLOSED
e Mon 02.11.25: School reopens for a full school day.

SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN

The safety of the children within our school is paramount. SCHOOL STARTS AT 9.00AM. Punctuality
is important and we ask parents / guardians to respect this.

If arriving late please be patient when ringing the bell as all feachers are busy with your children and
teaching has to be interrupted in order to answer the door.

When collecting children the door will not be opened until 1.25pm unless prior arrangements have been
made. Children must be collected promptly at home time. If anyone new is collecting your child
please ensure that they know your family code word.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.




MR HULLABALOO'S HAPPY HALLOWEEN DANCE HAPPY BIRTHDAY

On Friday 24™ October 2025 the children from St October birthday wishes to:
Peter's Nursery School will join Mr Hullabaloo and
his cast of colourful friends on a magical quest to
explore Autumn and Halloween through costume,

music, story and song.

11™ Cléagh 28™ Saorlaith

THE BIG BEDTIME READ

St Peter's Nursery School is taking part in a Government funded programme called "The Big Bedtime
Read"”. As part of this initiative we are encouraging parents / guardians to read 3 books to their
children five times per week as part of their bedtime routine. Reading to nursery-aged children before
bed is important because it builds a strong parent-child bond, enhances language and cognitive
development, fosters a lifelong love of reading, and creates a calming, reassuring bedtime routine that
leads to improved sleep. This consistent, shared experience provides emotional security, stimulates their
imagination, and helps children develop important academic and social-emotional skills.

To support this initiative, children will have books gifted to them throughout the year e.g. when they
start nursery, at Christmas, at Easter and on their birthdays. The curriculum based activity packs that
we will be distributing throughout the year will contain books and we will share book ideas with you via
Seesaw as well as videos of nursery staff reading their favourite stories so as you can share these with
the children. On 04.12.25 @ 6pm will we have an Christmas Story Telling evening with Mr Hullabaloo &
Friends which parents/guardians and our nursery children are welcome to attend.

ACTIVITY PACKS

Weekly throughout the year we will be sending home activity packs with the children. The packs for
nursery aged children will contain books and curriculum-based activities to support their learning. The
packs for our penultimate aged children will contain books and a 9-piece puzzle. In each pack there will
instructions for use. The packs will be distributed on a Monday and be returned on a Thursday. Please

ensure that the packs are returned in the condition in which you received it ensuring you have checked
that all contents are included. Remember to share any pictures or videos of the learning taking place
with us via Seesaw private message or via email: stpetersnursery@hotmail.com @



mailto:stpetersnursery@hotmail.com

MAKATON- Signs of the Month

We are introducing Makaton to enhance the quality of provision within the nursery and to improve the
speech, language and communication skills of all our children and the communication between adults and
children. Makaton is designed o support spoken language. Signs are used with speech, in spoken word
order to help children and adults to communicate. Using signs can help empower children to express what
they want to say and alleviate frustration.

To embed this new initiative, we will be teaching signs to all children throughout the month. You will see us
using signs as we meet and greet the children. In order to adopt a whole school approach, we will also
include 'signs of the month' in our monthly newsletter along with demonstration videos so as you can use
signs at home. Below are the signs we will be using throughout the month of October. Model and
encourage your child to use these signs at home.

GOODBYE GO0D MORNING

Wave with one or two
hands as appropriate
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GO0D AFTERNOON GO0D SITTING GOO0OD LISTENING
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good afternoon

listening

GO0D LOOKING



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LiksCwc5vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyRxavyPPvQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LiksCwc5vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcUE1l2jRdI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIGsQv8Tm10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8ISYG-qeao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R19FJ7O59UA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzIfBIUU0Tk

