ST PETER'S NURSERY SCHOOL DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2025

This month we are focusing on:

Christmas Winter 3D Shapes Gold/Silver Rote Counting 10-0

HOW YOU CAN HELP:

1. Talk to your child about the Christmas Story. Watch The story of Christmas on YouTube.
Dress in warm winter clothing and go on a Winter Walk. During your walk encourage your child to look
for signs of winter.
Encourage your child to mark make by writing a letter o Santa. Encourage your child to tell you about
what they have written and record what they are saying at the bottom of their letter. Alternatively
encourage your child to develop their fine motor skills by cutting pictures from toy catalogues and
sticking them on a piece of paper to show Santa what they would like for Christmas.
Sing counting rhymes that encourage counting backwards or use the following links: .
Numberniks counting backwards from 10
Count Back Cat Z
Ten in the Bed
3D shape Song
App of the month: Doodle Buddy. This is a great app to explore mark making. Children have
experienced using this app in school this month to draw a picture of their friend. We are encouraging
children to add more detail to their drawings and to think about the shapes they need to make a
picture e.g. a circle for a face or a wheel

DECEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER:

e Mon 01.12.25:  PE for our nursery aged children with coach Abbie from IFA who is delivering the UEFA
Disney Playmakers Programme by using Disney stories and characters to introduce
football in a fun and creative way. Please ensure that your child is wearing tracksuit
bottoms/leggings and trainers for this session.

Tues 02.02.25: OPEN DAY for St Joseph's Primary School from 2-3pm and 6-7pm.

Wed 03.12.25:  PE for our nursery aged children in St Jospeh's Primary School with coach Niamh from
Sonal Sportz NI. Please ensure that your child is wearing tracksuit bottoms/leggings
and trainers for this session.

Wed 03.12.25:  NURSERY OPEN DAY from 2.15pm-3.15pm for anyone wishing to join our bunny rabbit
family in September 2026. Please spread the word and encourage people to come along
to have a look around our amazing school, meet our fabulous staff team and ask any
questions that they may have.

Thurs 04.12.25: OPEN DAY for St Peter's Primary School from 9.30-10.30am and 2.30-5.30pm.

Thurs 04.12.25: Christmas Story Telling Evening with Mr Hullabaloo & Friends at 6pm in the nursery.
Parents/Guardians and our children are encouraged to wrap up warm in their favourite
Christmas Pyjama's and join us for a magical evening filled with fun and festivities as
part of our Big Bedtime Read Programme.

Mon 08.12.25:  Our nursery aged children will visit St Joseph's Primary School to watch the Primary 1
Christmas Show.

Mon 08.12.25:  Ellie the EIf from Belfast City Council will visit the nursery to talk to the children about
litter and how we can work together to keep our environment litter free over the
Christmas period.
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Tues 09.12.25:  The children have been invited to St Peter's Primary School to watch the
Primary 1 Christmas Show.

Fri 12.12.25: Our children will perform 'The First Nativity’ at 10am in St Peter's Primary
School for parents/guardians, grandparents, extended family and invited guests. The
children will go home after the show.

Mon 15.12.25:  School Trip to see Mr Hullabaloo's Snow-White Pantomime in The Reading Rooms Theatre -
Larne. The bus will leave from the nursery at 9.15am and return for 1.30pm.

Tues 16.12.25:  Christmas Jumper Day: the children are invited to wear a Christmas jumper or
Christmas themed clothes to school for a Christmas party including Christmas Dinner, a
magical Christmas story with Elfis the EIf and a visit from a special someone who has
heard that we have the best boys and girls!

Wed 17.12.25:  PE for our nursery aged children in St Jospeh's Primary School with coach Niamh from
Sonal Sportz NI. Please ensure that your child is wearing tracksuit bottoms/leggings
and trainers for this session.

Wed 18.12.25:  Christmas themed music & movement session with ‘Make a Sound'. The children
are welcome to wear their Christmas jumper or Christmas themed clothes to school for
this event.

Fri 19.12.25 School will finish at 11.00am for Christmas. The children
are welcome o wear their Christmas jumper or Christmas themed clothes to school.

PLANNING AHEAD

e Tues 06.01.26: The children return to school for a full school day @

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY SHOW HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Our nursery aged children will perform "The First December birthday wishes to:
Nativity" on Friday 12™ December 2025 in St. Peter's
Primary School at 10.00am.

In the kindest way possible can we ask
parents/guardians not approach the children as we are
getting them on stage or during the performance
please. The teachers and assistants are there to help
support, encourage and reassure. If we need you, we
will ask you to come forward.

CHRISTMAS APPEAL

Please help us to help the charity FOODSTOCK with their
Please return costumes to a member of staff before Christmas Toy Appeal. Foodstock is an amazing charity
leaving the hall. Thank you. organisation that supports those in need within our local
community and has continued to provide invaluable
contributions to those in need within St Peter's Nursery
School over the past number of years. We are appealing
for new toys, vouchers, monetary contributions and
selection boxes to support and show solidarity with
families this Christmas. If you are in a position to help,
please drop donations into the school before 15.12.25.
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Dear Parents / Guardians: At this time of year
there can be pressure from children fo buy their
teacher a gift. We would like to take the opportunity
to say whilst we are always grateful of parents /
guardians kind generosity we would like to reduce your
stress a little and reassure you that you do not need
to buy us a gift. We thoroughly enjoy teaching your
children and our job is a pleasure to do. ©

If you find yourself in need this Christmas, please
don't struggle alone - speak to Mrs Hall who will do
all she can to help. There is lots of help to
support families in need within our community.

CHRISTMAS 4

ENROLMENT FOR PRE-SCHOOL & PRIMARY
ScHooL 2026

To find out more about the application process
please visit:
https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/applyin

g-for-a-school-place

PLEASE NOTE applications can be made online from
7™ January 2026 at 12 noon. List the pre-
schools or primary schools you wish to apply for in
order of preference.

Please call the Admissions office on 02895985595
for further information.
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HAPPY CHRISTMAS

The Board of Governors, Principal and staff of St Peter's Nursery School would like to thank all
parents / guardians and extended family members for their continued support and wish you all a
very Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year. See you all Tuesday 6th January 2026 for a
new school term.
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Christmas Makaton Signs

Stroke long Mime holding sack
beord over shoulder

Father Christmas

Christmas Tree

Christmas

+
Slide right hand over
back of left hand
towards body, then
close right hand and
place on back of left
hand \




