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November news / Nuacht na Samhna
Phone: 028 79643346

email: info@stbrigidsps.maghera.ni.sch.uk

Foireann Slánchumhdaithe / Safeguarding Team:
Múinteoir Clare Burns (Designated Teacher for Child Protection),

                   Ursula O’ Hanlon (Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection)
Dear Parents / A Thuismitheoirí / Chaomhnóirí,

Welcome back after the Halloween Break! We are all on board again and ready for part 2 of Term 1, 2024. As always, this is a busy time and especially coming to the close of another calendar year. 
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May they Rest in Peace.  
I would like to draw your attention to a change in our Safeguarding team. The Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Muinteoir Clare Burns and I will assume the role of Deputy Designated Teacher as is advised by EANI. We are grateful to Múinteoir Clare for accepting this very important position and wish her all the best. When the Board of Governors has been reconstituted, a new governor will be appointed to the Safeguarding Team. I would like to thank our outgoing governor for Child Protection, Goretti Mc Kenna for her help and guidance. 

If you have any concerns or queries about your child’s progress or welfare, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school. If you have any comments or suggestions, feel free to share them with me or any member of the staff.  As always, thank you for your continued help and support.
Ursula O’ Hanlon
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Seoladh Suíomh na Scoile /School Website Address     https://www.stbrigidspstirkane.com
Please log onto our school website to keep abreast of what is happening in our school. 
Enjoy looking at activities and events your children have been engaging in during this term so far and getting the dates for forthcoming events. If you have any suggestions about our website, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.
Cosaint Leanaí / Child Protection
Before Halloween there was a man with a German Shepherd dog in the grounds of the school on two occasions. He was asked to leave the school grounds immediately and was told not to come back through the gates. A call was made to the local PSNI after the second attempt to gain access to the school grounds. Whilst the children were playing outside and safely supervised, the supervisors did report that some of the children were running down to see the dog. Without wanting to scare them we did speak to the children about the dangers of dogs and strangers. We will remind them not to approach dogs/strangers and we are asking you to have a talk with your child/children at home to reinforce this important message too. We sincerely hope that there will be no more sightings of the dog and its owner but be assured that the children are well supervised and safely enclosed within the perimeter fence of the school playgrounds. We have asked all staff to be vigilant and to make sure that these perimeter gates are closed at all times. The caretaker closes the main gates every morning when he is leaving the school  
Seesaw App for Communication with all teachers / Cumarsáid le Múinteoirí
It is important that all parents connect to the Seesaw app for their child’s/children’s class. By this stage you will all have received a QR code to get you started. Unfortunately, a number of parents are still not connected. If you are experiencing difficulty with getting on to Seesaw please contact your class teacher and they will help. This will be the main tool for communication between you as parents and your teacher so please make sure you can receive and send messages. Homework and explanation of some tasks will be posted on Seesaw; therefore it is vital that everyone is connected to their child’s account.
[image: image4.emf]Obair Baile / Homework: Talking to your child about what they did at school that day, reading with your child, encouraging them with their learning work and overseeing written work, plays a part in how you can make a difference to your child’s progress. This is important in the Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and 2 where foundations for life-long learning are being put in place. Your support in this area will bode well for your child’s progress and development. Teachers have had to speak to a number of children who are doing their homework on the bus. Please discuss this issue with your child /children and reinforce our message that homework should always be done at home/childminders and that presentation and good handwriting is vital. Thank you for your continued co-operation.
Flu Vaccine

The school nurse, Nuala Higgins and her team will administer the flu vaccine on Tuesday 5th November.

Sean Marty Lockhart
Sean Marty came to work with R7/P7 pupils on a Monday for the past 6 weeks. His colleague Tiarnan Mc Hugh also came to work with R5/P5 pupils. We are so grateful for the expertise and skills shared with our pupils. They really enjoyed their lively, energetic and fun sessions.

Seachtain Frithbhualaíochta /Anti-Bullying Week 
Dé Luain /Monday 11th – Dé hAoine / Friday 15th November 2024
Anti-Bullying Week 2024 will take place from Monday 11th - Friday 15th November with the theme: Choose Respect.

Odd Socks Day will be on Tuesday 12th November, where adults and children wear odd socks to celebrate what makes us all unique. The children from R3-R7 and P3-P7 will watch a short film about the dangers of posting messages online. It has a very powerful message for this age group.
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An Evening to promote Online Safety.
Oíche Eolais bunaithe ar Shábháilteacht ar líne

After having brought the dangers of online activity to the fore with our pupils through Anti-Bullying week which raises awareness about staying safe whilst online, we would like to invite all parents to the school on Thursday 28th November at 7pm to make parents aware of all such dangers. We are already dealing with reports of your children being exposed to very unsavoury material via “Snapchat” A guest speaker will be there to educate us all and give good help and guidance on how we can monitor our children’s activities online. We really hope to see you all there as this whole area is of growing concern to us at school and in our community. 
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Ag taisteal chun na scoile / abhaile  / Journey to and from school 

The bus journey to and from school should be a pleasant one for all concerned. Please have a word with your child/children about the importance of good behaviour, wearing seatbelts and staying in seats on the bus journey to and from school. This is an issue that we are constantly being made aware of by all bus drivers who ferry our pupils to and from our school.  Thank you.
Parish Sacramental Talk for parents/ Cruinniú Sacraimintiúil do thuismitheoirí
On Tuesday 5th November at 7pm, the Parish Sacramental talk was hosted by Fr Doherty in St Mary’s Chapel and it is for all families of P4/R4 and P7/R7 in preparation for the sacraments of 1st Confession, 1st Holy Communion and Confirmation.

On Tuesday 26th November the same talk will be given to parents of children who will receive their sacraments in Granaghan Parish. It will be in St John’s Primary School Swatragh at 7pm, hosted by Fr Keaney.

[image: image7.jpg]



Legion of Mary

Dé Máirt / Tuesday 12th November. 

The Legion of Mary group will meet the pupils of R7 and P7 at 11am in the assembly hall.
Tionól / Assembly 
P1/2 pupils will stage their Class Assembly on December 6th at 10am.  
Parents and grandparents are most welcome to attend. Light refreshments will be served afterwards in the hall.
Dinner money/ Airgead Dinnéir:

To ensure the efficient collection of dinner money and to keep the books balanced and reconciled, please send in your child’s dinner money on the Monday of that week.  
[image: image8.wmf]Spraoi Oíche Shamhna / Halloween Fun
The Halloween Day was a great success in the school. The children and staff had a wonderful morning on the Halloween Catwalk. Thank you for all the effort that you put into the children’s costumes.  All photos can be viewed on our Facebook page.
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The Book Fair/ Margadh Leabhar
We sincerely thank everyone who bought books at the Book Fair. Our school community spent over £2000 (and still counting!) which in turn enabled us to buy books for the school library and for sets of class novels. Thank you to Múinteoir Laurene for organising the Bookfair.
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Éide Scoile / School Uniform
As the winter approaches, we stress that all children wear a warm coat and safe footwear to school.  The school uniform must be worn at all times (including PE uniform).  It is important that all uniforms are clearly labelled.  
Carnglen Credit Union Poster Competition / Comórtas ‘Comhar Creidmheasa Carnglen’
Yr3 -Yr7 were invited to take part in a Poster competition arranged by The Credit Union. We had great success! 

1st Place: Caití Quinn Rang 5

Third place: Cassie Mc Guigan Rang 4

Comhghairdeas libh a chailíni!

Comórtas Centra / Bradley’s Centra Hallowe’en Competition

Congratulations also to Niall Mc Cusker P2 who won the annual Halloween colouring competition for Foundation Stage pupils.

Well Done Niall!
Open Morning/ Maidin Oscailte
On Thursday 12th December there will be an open morning for parents/guardians who wish to send their child/children to the school in the new academic year 2024/25. This will begin at 10am for a short tour of the school up to10:30am. Classes will be continuing as normal.
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Comhairle na Scoile / School Council 
The new school council for 24/25 has been elected and we look forward to their assistance and leadership skills being developed in helping to continue to make our school a a happy and safe place for everyone.
· Their first job was to organise and oversee the smooth running of the book Fair including holding a poster competition to advertise the Book Fair. They had the very difficult task of choosing the winning entry from each class, but they took on the job with great enthusiasm and really excelled themselves. Prizes were awarded to the winning contestants, and everyone enjoyed the competition.
· They also ordered litter pickers and we know they will make a huge effort to keep our school grounds looking neat and tidy.
Photographs / Grianghraifeanna : Tempest Photography have taken the children’s photographs. Each family have received sample photos and all parents are to order online directly from Tempest. 
Oideachas Comhroinnte / Shared Education

St Brigid’s Primary School/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd have been given the opportunity to team up with 3 other schools as part of the EA’s Shared Education programme for schools. We have been matched with Mill Quarter, Dunclug PS and Groggan PS. Work will begin with the pupils and teachers of these schools in January 2025
Outdoor Play Resources/ Áiseanna don Súgradh Faoin Aer
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As part of the curriculum, Outdoor Play is a very important part of our school day. We are appealing for the following items to build upon resources:

· Old pots and pans

· Old kitchen utensils such as serving/mixing spoons

· Tyres

· Palettes

· Planks of wood

· Tree trunk off cuts

· Old tools

· Pieces of hose/guttering
The list could go on and on. There may be other interesting items in sheds and garages around the country that could be used in Outdoor Play. Please have a look and see if you could donate. 
Dinnéar na Nollag / Christmas Dinner
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On Wednesday, 4th December 2024 pupils will have their school Christmas Dinner. For those who are not entitled to Free School Meals the price will be £2.60. This will be a full day at school. Buses and Yr1 & Yr2 parents will collect their children as usual at 2.00pm and if they so wish they can also take older brothers and sisters in the family home at the same time. Pupils from P3-P7 who have no brothers or sisters in Yr1 & Yr2 will go home by bus at 3:00pm.
Christmas Around The World/Nollaig ar fud an Domhain
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We are currently working on and preparing the children for our Christmas show….
Christmas Around The World/ Nollaig ar fud an Domhain
All children will be involved in this bi-lingual production and the excitement has already taken hold! We look forward to showcasing the wonderful talent in our school at this special time of the year. 

We will present our show on Tuesday 10th December in St Mary’s Church Maghera at 7pm and we sincerely thank Fr Doherty for allowing us to use the chapel on the night. Tickets will be on sale shortly. 
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An Gorta Mór exhibition at Friel’s
The pupils in P5/6/7 and R5/6/7 are studying The Great Famine/An Gorta Mór as their World Around Us topic for Term 1. 

We would like to bring the children to Friel’s exhibition of An Gorta Mór in November (25th&26th). There they will get to experience and imagine just what Ireland was like during that sad and difficult time. 
The tour is priced at £3.50 per pupil. We are asking for £5 to cover part of the bus bill and the school fund will cover the remainder. 

We feel very lucky that such a rich historic venue is right on our doorstep and that the tour is lead by one of our very own parents, Cathy O’ Neill. The children will benefit greatly from this enriching experience.
Parents’ comments / Suggestions 
