
Bunscoil Naomh Bríd, Tír Chiana
130 Bóthar Thír Chiana 
Machaire Rátha
BT46 5NH
Fón:	028 796 43346

	
St. Brigid’s Primary School, Tirkane
130 Tirkane Road 
Maghera
BT46 5NH
Phone:	028 796 43346

	

Principal/Príomhoide: Mrs. Ursula O’ Hanlon





Dear Parents/A Thuismitheoirí,
Welcome Back!
We hope you and your families had a restful, enjoyable summer break. As we begin a brand-new school year, we are excited to welcome all our children back to school and offer a very special welcome to the new families joining our school community this year.
The start of a new academic year is always a time filled with anticipation, new beginnings, and opportunities to grow. Our team has been busy preparing the classrooms and planning exciting, engaging lessons to ensure your children feel happy, safe, and inspired to learn from day one.
We have just enjoyed 2 days with the brand new Yr1s who had the school all to themselves and have made a great start. 
School for all pupils commences on Monday 1st September. 
We are proud of our school uniform and aim to build on last year’s commitment to wear it well every day.
We are introducing ParentPay, a cashless system in St Brigid’s /Bunscoil Naomh Bríd this new academic year. We are asking all parents to check their emails for an introductory letter with the instructions on how to download the app and get connected. Some of you who have older children at St Pat’s and Gaelcholáiste will already be familiar with ParentPay but to those who are new to it, if you are experiencing any difficulty, please do not hesitate to contact us here at school and we will happily assist. There are 34 parents who did not receive an email because we didn’t have one on the SIMS system. A paper copy of the letter will be sent home with your eldest child on Monday, and you can get connected then. I have the letters in my office and if any of you want to call in on Monday morning you are most welcome to take your letter then. 
Once we have everyone up and running this will be the way to pay for everything including toast, sos, Afterschool Club (2-3pm for Yrs 1&2), swimming, trips, buses to sporting events etc. 
We really hope to have ParentPay fully functioning by the end of September so please bear with us on this. 
We communicate via Seesaw and ParentNI apps. In order for you to be up to date with all school and class business, it is vital that you download these apps and ensure that the school has your current email address. 
Swimming lessons for R6 will commence on the very first day of term Monday 1st September and for R7 on Friday 5th September. Prices for the lessons are to be confirmed but please pack for swimming this week. I understand that this is short notice, but renovations are taking place in Greenvale Leisure Centre and it will be closed for 2 months (October and November) so we are trying to ensure that our pupils will get an opportunity for swimming lessons this year.
Andrena O Kane will commence coaching on Tuesday 9th September. Andrena’s 2 days remain the same  -  Tuesdays and Fridays.  Wednesday coaching sessions to be confirmed for Yrs 6 and 7.
We want to make a great start to the new school year and this includes a “Boost Better Break” campaign. We are cutting out all crisps and chocolate at breaktime and we ask for your full support in this matter. 

The September Newsletter will be out next week with further information for the new Term.

Looking forward to another action packed school year!

 
  Yours sincerely

[image: ]

  Ursula O’ Hanlon                                              

 Principal,  St Brigid’s Primary School Tirkane/Bunscoil Naomh Bríd, Tír Chiana
  


“Growing Hearts and Minds through Learning, Laughter and Culture.”

“Croíthe agus Intinní ag Fás trí Fhoghlaim, Gáire agus Cultúr.”
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