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Governors’ Annual Report 2024/25  
The Pupils, Staff and Governors would like to thank the whole school community for 
their support throughout this school year.  
Staff returned to school in August to prepare for the new school year and undertake a 
series of professional development workshops, including SEN Provision mapping, 
Safeguarding/Child protection update, GDPR update, School Development Planning, 
First Aid update and Anaphylaxis update.  
Everyone was glad to be back to school and quickly got on with the business of being 
with friends, having fun and enjoying learning.  
September – All children and Staff continued the Neuronimos programme – a daily pro-
gramme aimed at recognising and managing mental health and well-being. Everyone 
very much enjoyed learning about the different parts of the brain and their functions 
and how to recognise our emotions and strategies we can use to manage how we react 
and deal with varying emotions.  
5

th
 September – Staff undertook Doodle Maths training.  

9th September—After schools multi skills started—thank you to Alanna from Mid & 
East Antrim Council for helping with this.  
13th September—After school choir began. 
18

th
 September – AGM Parents & Friends Association – with grateful thanks to all 

those who have contributed over the years, those present reconstituted and formed the 
Staff & Parents Association with Mrs Jennifer Johnston leading the way as Chairper-
son.  
20

th
 September - There was great excitement for the arrival of the letters for the House 

Sorting Assembly, when the P4s discover which House they have been sorted into.  
23

rd
 September – Ryan McNickle, Fine Tuning 1-2-1 coaching, led a football workshop 

for P6 & 7. 
24

th
 September – we welcomed a few students from Larne High School to get some 

experience working with children and leading small groups, under supervision from 
Larne High and Glynn PS Staff.  
26

th
 September – Silly September Wacky Hair Day – a little hair-raising, fundraising fun 

to welcome the end of September.   
3rd October—Campaign speeches and election of House Captains for 2024/25—the 
boys and girls made absolutely wonderful speeches, well done everyone!  
4th October— House Captain Assembly—great excitement as the winning Captains 
were announced.  
11

th
 October – Primary 1&2 enjoyed a visit from the school Nurse and a discussion on 

toileting.  
17

th
 October – Primary 1&2 enjoyed their first rugby skills session with Andrew from 

Larne RFC. 
On 18th October—All children with permission, received their flu vaccinations. It was 
noted that there is a high uptake of the vaccination programme at Glynn PS.  
18

th
 October – Pumpkin Patch – there was great excitement as The Staff & Parents 

Association organised and ran our very first Pumpkin Patch at Glynn PS. What an en-
joyable and exciting day it was. Everyone enjoyed choosing and decorating their own 
pumpkin to take home and toasted and devoured yummy s’mores at our very own au-
tumn campfire. Thank you to everyone who made the day just perfect. 23

rd
 October – 

What a day! Will it ever happen again? Larne Football Club brought the European Cup 
for us to see and have our photographs taken with. Thank you so much, we really loved 
seeing the cup.  



25
th
 October - Harvest Assembly—thank you to everyone who contributed items for donation to Larne Food Bank.  

25th October - With the dark nights approaching we had a Ditch the Dark day; we all wore bright and fluorescent 
colours that can be more easily seen when out and about on winter evenings.  
8

th
 November – Scripture Union assembly. 

13
th
 November – P3 & 4 enjoyed a multi-skills session with Robert from MEA.  

15th November – Children in Need this year was— Pyjamas for Pudsey £135.50 was donated to Children in Need.  
20

th
 November – P5 & 6 enjoyed a visit from the Dairy Council entitled Food and Fitness. 

20
th
 November – P3 & 4 wrapped up warmly, as the snow decided to fall, and went off up the hill for a visit to Jubi-

lee Farm. Everyone absolutely loved it and was excited to share the news and build the anticipation for all the other 
classes who would also visit Jubilee Farm in the next few days. 
21

st
 November —P5—7 children visited the Larne Museum & Arts Centre to enjoy tales from Janice Witherspoon, 

Storyteller.  
22

nd
 November – P1 & 2 visit to Jubilee Farm. 

25
th
 November – P 1 & 2 Rugby skills session 

27
th
 November – P 5 & 6 visit to Jubilee Farm. 

28
th
 November – P 5, 6 & 7 completed the Sustrans travel survey with Beverley. 

28
th
 November - The whole school put on their coats and went outside to the big switch on of our very own Christ-

mas Tree lights. We are all excited to watch our tree grow big and tall in the years to come. 
29

th
 November – P6 & 7 visit to Jubilee Farm. 

30
th
 November – The Fabulous Holly Hoedown Festive Wreath making workshop was held in Kilwaughter Village 

Hall, where participants had great chat and fun while making their own festive wreaths. Thank you to everyone who 
worked hard to make this event such a wonderful success - £1000 was raised for school funds.   
2

nd
 December— The P6 & 7 children had a visit from Mrs Irvine, who invited them to the Carrickfergus Academy 

Open Night.  
4

th
 December – P3 & 4 rugby skills session. 

5
th
 December - We all enjoyed Christmas dinner together.  

5
th
 December - Glynn PS Football Team competed in the Inver Cup held at Inver Park.  

6
th
 December – We all participated in the ‘Daily Mile’ Santa Run – what fun to see all those boys and girls in their 

Santa hats enjoying their daily exercise! 
6

th
 December – We were delighted to welcome pre-school boys, girls and parents for a fun afternoon ‘stay & play’ 

session. We really enjoyed meeting everyone and showing them our glynntastic school.   
9th December - The P7 wee shop was extremely busy with boys and girls buying gifts for their families. P7 set aside 
a day and spent it wrapping everything beautifully before sending them to homes across the land ready for Christ-
mas morning.  
11

th
 December – P3 & 4 rugby skills session.  

12
th
 December – We had the most fabulous outing, ‘oh, yes we did!’ as we enjoyed the Mr Hullabaloo pantomime, 

Cinderella, at the McNeill Theatre. Thank you to the Staff & Parents association for providing snack packs for all the 
children.  
13

th
 December – Beverley from Sustrans visited school and took all classes out and about around our school for 

Scavenger Hunts.  
16

th
 December – Pop up shop in Broadway, Larne. What a successful day chatting and selling items sourced and 

made by the SPA members and purchased by our friends and neighbours old and new. The Primary 7’s went in 
small groups to help out at the Pop up shops and it seems we have a few budding entrepreneurs! Thank you to the 
Staff & Parents Association for your time and efforts in raising much needed funds to support all the children of 
Glynn PS. An unbelievable £1222.10 raised, thank you.  
18

th
 December – P 3 & 4 rugby skills session. 

19
th
 December was an exciting and terrifying day. To try to accommodate all those wishing to see our Christmas 

Productions we decided to try something new. So, after quite a few ‘fact finding’ visits by Staff earlier in the term, 
everything and everyone, was packed up and we ALL set out to rehearse at the McNeill Theatre before the BIG 
evening performance. What a fabulous show! The boys and girls were not overawed by the venue or the occasion, 
they rose to the challenge and were absolutely wonderful. Thank you so much to the Staff, boys, girls, parents and 
audience for working together to make it such a Glynntastic night.  
19

th
 December – The Staff & Parents association Big Christmas Ballot was drawn – thank you to all who contributed 

prizes, sold and bought tickets; your contributions are truly appreciated. £ 902.53 raised for school funds.  
20

th
 December - Oh what a fabulous and exciting day! Santa set up his Grotto in our outdoor classroom (known as 

Jubilee Lodge), everyone visited Santa, had their photo taken and received a wee gift. Thank you, Santa, for taking 
the time to visit our school. Thank you very much to the Glynn Community Association for providing selection boxes 
for every child. 
  
9

th
 January - We were delighted to welcome lots of boys and girls along with their Mums and Dads for our Annual 

School Open Night.  
10

th
 January - Dr Reid and Mrs Stevenson visited P6&7 to invite them along to the Open Night at Larne High 

School.  
14th January - After school Lego Club started.  
15th January - After school Bible Club started.  
16th January—We all enjoyed getting out and spotting birds in our local environment with Jo from RSPB as part of 
the Big Garden Bird watch.  
24th January—arguably the best day of the year—P7 Chip Lunch—all P7’s have a special lunch the day before the 
SEAG results. The dancing & singing was Glynntastic!  
24

th
 January – visit form Beverley from Sustrans. 

24
th
 January – P 6 & 7 started a course of Basketball sessions with Peace Players. 

 



30
th
 January—Our Glynn PS Girls’ Football Team took part in the Larne Primary Schools’ Football Association In-

door 5s tournament in Larne Leisure Centre.  
3

rd
 to 7

th
 February – Children’s Mental Health week saw lots of fabulous activities taking place – Beverley from Sus-

trans did some ‘Take 5’ activities with each class. Sinead from the Art Factory took each class for art therapy ses-
sions (we absolutely loved it). Everyone in the school though, wrote and chatted about, ‘what makes me happy’. 
Glenn from Larne FC delivered football skills session to each class, and we were able to use the fabulous Glynn 
MUGA pitch. A glynntastic week of activities which were helpful and informative for us all. 
6

th
 February – The IFA supported by Larne Primary Schools Football Association held a Futsal tournament to en-

courage participation. Our team of boys and girls thoroughly enjoyed the day. 
11

th
 February—Safer Internet Day.  

19
th
 February – P5 & 6 had a visit from the NI Fire Service to discuss fire safety in the home. 

19
th
 February – P 6 & 7 Basketball sessions continue.  

20
th
 February— Glynn PS Football Team took part in the Larne Primary Schools’ Football Association Indoor 5s in 

Larne Leisure Centre. What a nail-biting day for our supporters as we reached the final and won on penalties! Great 
teamwork, grit and determination, well done boys! 
21

st
 February – after school choir starts.   

26
th
 February —P1 Health appraisal with the school nursing team.  

28
th
 February – Another fabulous, fun fundraising day – Break the Rules Day raised £245 for school funds. Thank 

you everyone for taking part, having fun and breaking all those rules. 
3rd March - After school football started with Ryan and Coach Lewis from Fine Tuning 1-2-1 coaching. 
4

th
 March – Pancake Day – making and tasting and having great fun.  

7th March – World Book Day – We celebrated the wonderful world of books by bringing a favourite book to share 
with our friends and a wee soft friend to hug while reading.  
14

th
 March — Online Safety Assemblies—age and stage appropriate assemblies on keeping safe online.  

17
th
 March – We had our St Patrick’s Day Festival in school – we learnt about St Patrick and his message through 

assembly, art and scavenger hunt activities. Another fun, learning day.  
21

st
 March The SPA pop-up shop had a variety of items available in Jubilee Lodge. Thank you everyone for your 

time and dedication. 
21

st
 March – The P & 7 children had a wonderful day at Carrickfergus Amphitheatre at the MEA Celebration of 

Sports events. We tried lots of sports and had a great time.   
March—For Mothers’ Day the P7 wee shop opened again with the children selling primrose plants which they gift 
wrapped, ready for presentation on the big day.  
24

th
 March - P7 Cycling proficiency began.  

27
th
 March – the photographer was in school taking our individual, family, group and whole school photographs.  

28th March – The Staff & Parents Association ‘Bingo & Buns’ event was a great night of fun and laughter. Miss H 
may not have a new career as a bingo caller waiting though! Thank you for all who contributed in making this anoth-
er glynntastic event raising funds for our children. £433. 
31

st
 March – P7 began ‘Growing Club’ a series of workshops provided by MEA on planting, growing, food and nutri-

tion.  
3rd April—Larne Music Festival—Our Choir performed magnificently in two categories—Small Schools’ Own Choice 
and Hymn Singing. Well done boys, girls, Mrs McMaw and Mrs Thompson.  
3

rd
 April—Larne Primary Schools’ Swimming Gala—we really enjoyed taking part; our squad were fantastic.  

10
th
 April—Glynn PS Football Team took part in the Larne Primary Schools’ Football Association Clarke Cup tourna-

ment (Part1)  
10

th
 April—Glynn PS Football Team took part in the Larne Primary Schools’ Football Association Clarke Cup tourna-

ment (Part2).  
28

th
 April – P7 ‘Growing Club’. 

30
th
 April – Peacemakers Basketball celebration event at Ulster University.  

30
th
 April – After School Hockey starts. 

1st May - Arlene from the Livestock & Meat Commission came along and gave P5 & 6 a cookery demonstration. We 
all loved it and learnt such a lot about the food we eat, how to prepare it and we tried some new foods. Thanks Ar-
lene, it was brilliant.  
2

nd
 May – NSPCC PANTS assembly to start off safeguarding activities and learning around for PANTS fortnight.  

2
nd

 May – P7 joined the Glynn Community Association in the creation of the Community Garden at Jubilee Park.  
6

th
 May – P 6 & 7 started their cricket sessions with Larne Cricket Club. 

8
th
 May – VE Day, 80. To celebrate and commemorate the 80

th
 Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day we had a num-

ber of activities. We had a whole school assembly delivering information about why we have VE Day. For many 
weeks the children had been making poppies which we used to make a memorial display by placing our poppies in 
the grass. We learnt and sang some popular songs from the 1940’s and we had a short service where Ruby led us 
all in prayer. We were so pleased that some of our Glynn neighbours came out to their front doors to join us or 
stopped in passing. We were delighted to hear later of how many people stopped to look at our poppy field and re-
call those who served our country.  
8

th
 May – We were overjoyed when a special visitor arrived to help us with the important messages of the PANTS 

campaign. Pantosaurus himself called in! We were so excited and Pantosaurus reported back to Miss H that the 
boys and girls were very good and knew the PANTS rules for keeping safe. 
14

th
 May – P6 & 7 had a visit from the PSNI. 

16
th
 May – The Staff & Parents Association held the now annual Colour Run and it turned out to be an absolutely fab 

u lous day for the whole school community. Mrs Dougan set out an exciting course, which took participants the 
whole way around the school grounds where, at various points, they were doused with multicoloured powder paint 
(the throwers enjoyed themselves immensely too.) of course there was music, ice lollies and plenty of fun along the 
way. What a fabulous event and thank you very much to all those who contributed to the occasion in any way. The 
day closed with the famous and fantastic Duck Derby with the King Duck and friends, once again setting sail down 
the small Glynn River. Thank you everyone for making it such a fabulous and memorable occasion.  
 



STAFF 
Principal 
Miss D. Hawthorne  
Class teachers P7  
Mrs C Thompson & Miss D Hawthorne 
Class teachers P5&6 
Mrs S McMaw & Mrs Best 
Class teacher P3&4 
Mrs R Reaney 
Class teacher P1&2 
Mrs M Dougan  
Classroom Assistants 
Mrs T. Ingram, Mrs Z Wilson, Miss K O’Lynn, Mrs M Elliott Mrs J McMinn.  
Senior Clerical Officer 
Mrs N. Allen 
Caretaker/Building Supervisor 
Mr M McRoberts 
Dining Assistant 
Mrs S Halligan 

Miss DM Hawthorne  
MEd, BEd(Hons), DASE. 
Principal. 
Please speak to me at 
anytime if you have  
a question or concern. 

 

 

 

 

Local Management of Schools Budget Deployment 2024/25 

Total Staff costs 

Premises and fixed plant 
Operating costs 

TOTAL 

402,034.00 

10,931.00 

11,568.00 

424,533.00 

Private Funds Account – 2024/25 

Opening balance as at 1st April 2024 
Plus income lodged 
Less expenditure 
Less currency exchange fee 
Closing balance as at 31st March 2025 

 
12,426.75 
18,494.38 
17,651.85 
13,269.28 

(of which £5,736.53 Nuala Fund, ADNI) 
  

BOARD OF GOVERNORS – 
from February 2025 
(reconstitution)  
Transferors 
Mr D. Swann (Chairman) 
Mrs C. Milligan 
Mrs C. Craig 
Rev D Lockhart 
EA Representatives 
Mr R Beggs 
Mr N Neill (Vice-Chairman) 
Parents Representatives 
Mrs S McMillan 
Ms R Hamilton 
Teacher Representative 
Mrs C Thompson 
Secretary to the Board of 
Governors 
Miss D. Hawthorne 

Percentage  
attendance 

2024/25 
95.7% 



19th – 22nd May -Fitness Frenzy week – each day this week the children, and Staff, took part in a different fitness activity. 
Thank you so much to the sports coaches who helped to make our week glynntastic. We enjoyed Football with Ryan & 
Bradley from Fine Tuning 1-2- 1 Coaching, weightlifting with Neil and Claire from Asylum Weightlifting Club, Savage Martial 
Arts, Orienteering with Beverley, Sustrans and athletic field sports with Padraig from Athletics NI.  
19th May – P7 ‘Growing Club’.  
21st May – Governors and Staff, present and past, along with Mr and Mrs Roy Beggs and their family, enjoyed poetry, song 
and dance, from the very talented pupils of Glynn PS. This special Afternoon Tea event was held to mark Mr Beggs’ aston-
ishing fete of almost 50 years serving as a Governor and Chair of the Board of Governors of Glynn Primary School. What 
an achievement! We are grateful for and have benefited from Mr Beggs’ educational knowledge and experience and his 
loyalty to the children and staff of Glynn Primary school.   
22

nd
 May - Arlene from the Livestock & Meat Commission came along and gave P7 a cookery demonstration. 

22
nd

 May – Larne Primary Schools’ Football Association Outdoor 7’s tournament at Inver Park. A day to learn how to 
pick yourself back up, look at the positives and support one another. The Team played absolutely fabulously. We 
made it as far as the last 20 seconds of extra time in the final before conceding a single goal. What a great group of 
children and supporters, thank you for a magnificent day.  
2nd to 4th June -The P7’s, Mrs Ingram, Miss Hawthorne and Mrs Wilson set off for ‘the best holiday ever’ at the Lorne Es-
tate. Our instructors took great care of us, and the children learnt such a lot about their environment, themselves and each 
other. We did orienteering, zip line, climbing wall, archery, the crate challenge, bushcraft, beach walk and had a campfire (I 
have probably left something out). We all loved the food and were royally looked after. Our bedrooms were amazing! We 
loved every moment of it, it was fantastic! Lots of snoozing on the way home in the bus.  
6th June Our girls had a great day and displayed fantastic skill and teamwork at the Larne Primary Schools’ Hockey 
Tournament.  
11th June—Aisling from Scripture Union, along with Gary from Magheramorne Presbyterian Church CE, came along 
to begin a workshop with Primary 7 entitled, ‘It’s your move’, to help the transition to post primary school.  
12

th
 June P6 enjoyed a fund day of STEAM activities at Larne High School. 

16
th
 June P7 Growing Club. 

19
th
 June – P3/4 enjoyed a morning of planting facilitated by KRend. 

19th June Larne Ladies Hockey Blitz – our teams performed fabulously and had a great day – we took a girls’ team, a 
boys’ team and a mixed team. Our children had a fabulous day, and all performed wonderfully. Our mixed team 
played with skill and determination and managed to win the boys section and the Champion of Champions section. 
Our AJ was deservedly awarded player of the tournament. Well done boys and girls.  
20

th
 June Sports’ Day – After having a postponement Sports’ Day went ahead on our backup day. We had a fabulous 

celebration of physical activities. It was a great success with everyone putting in their best efforts and enjoying the 
day. Thanks to the SPA members for orgainising the ballot and providing refreshments.  
24th June – the Glynnbury Festival – The Glynnbury Festival (like Glastonbury but in Glynn), now an annual fixture in our 
calendar, a celebration for the outgoing P7’s, was an out and out success. The next one is already being planned. All the 
boys, girls and Staff had the most fantastic day. There was the inflatable goal target, hook a duck, hotdogs, tattoos, gems, 
music, games, bead making, disco, tuck Shop (P7s wee shop) and so much more I can hardly remember it all. Thank you 
so much everyone for making it a day to remember.  
25th June—Transition Day everyone looked a few months into the future and went to try out their classrooms/ teachers for the 
new academic year. The new Primary 1’s also came to have a look at their new surroundings and get a flavour of being a big P1. 
After School Activities  
Children enjoyed a variety of after school clubs throughout the year—Football, Multi-skills, Bible Club, Lego Club, Choir.  
House competitions  
In September the sorting process placed the Primary 4 children into their Houses – Letters were delivered to each 
child: very exciting for us all. 
House competitions throughout the year included –  
a welly boot decorating/ design competition. There were some really fabulous, creative, extraordinary creations. 

Judging was very difficult! 
a handwriting competition: we have some beautiful writing in our school! 
Illustration competition – for our Nuala books on Growth, perseverance and strength. 
The Great Glynn Bake Off competition this year was for 6 ‘wee buns’.  
 Spelling Bee – we have great spellers in our school and the competition was quite tense at times. 
Activities throughout Fitness Frenzy week earned House points.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
The winners of this year’s House cup were the House of Agnew, well done team! 
Sport 
All pupils are encouraged to take part in the range of sports offered by the school and in keeping with the following 
aim: 4(b) “To develop and encourage every pupil’s intellectual and physical potential”. Physical activity was a particu-
lar focus this year with healthy bodies and healthy minds at the forefront of planning. We had to be creative as the 
use of equipment had to be restricted. For Primary 7 cardio drumming became a new favourite – noisy but fun. All 
children in Key Stages 1 & 2 participated in P.E.  



 

Special Educational Needs 
We are committed to the provision of a broad, balanced curriculum, which offers equal access for all children. As a school 
we recognise that some pupils during their school career may have special educational needs and/or a disability and we 
will make every possible arrangement to provide for their individual needs. We follow the new three-stage approach for the 
identification, assessment and provision of special educational needs, as set out in the Code of Practice. Responsibility for 
pupils within stages 1 – 2 lies with the school (with help from external agencies) and with the EA, NE Region and the 
school at stage 3. Throughout the year we liaised with parents and professionals providing, receiving and sharing infor-
mation and advice and facilitated support within school. We also continued preparations for the New SEN Framework im-
plementation 
Staff Development 
All staff undertook on-going professional development both individually and as a whole staff, throughout the year. Training 
took the form of attending afternoon cluster groups, whole staff afternoon training, external courses and school develop-
ment days, some face to face and some remotely. Areas covered included SEND Framework – PLP’s (Personal learning 
Plans), First Aid Training, Safeguarding/Child Protection, Anaphylaxis, Language & Commu- nication, 
Doodle Maths & English, Empowering Improvement.   
 
 
 
 
Building and Maintenance 
Essential maintenance was carried out throughout the year as and when necessary. 
 
Arrangement for Safety & Security 
There is a high perimeter fence around the whole school estate. The playground area is completely secured by high fenc-
ing and our morning begins when the gates are locked. Children can gain access to the playground by pressing a button 
and electronically opening the door into the playground, but they can go no further. All other doors can only be exited using 
a fob, which children do not have access to. No one can enter the school building without having the door electronically 
opened from inside or using a fob. Fobs have been issued to authorised persons and a record kept of who has fobs. Visi-
tors to the school must sign in. The exterior of the school is monitored by security cameras which operate 24 hours a day. 
At night security lighting automatically comes on to ensure the security of the building. 
 
ENROLMENT DETAILS 
The enrolment number for the school was set by the Department of Education at 103 with an admissions number of 15. 
Enrolment in September 2024 88. We had 9 new children join us in Primary 1. 

 
Bon Voyage! 
On leaving our Glynntastic school, pupils transferred to Larne Grammar School, Larne High School    
&  Ulidia Integrated College.  
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