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              LEARN, BELIEVE, RESPECT ACHIEVE!Homework Policy

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child:                
· You have the right to a good quality education. You should be encouraged to go to school to the highest level you can. 
· Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities.
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June 2025

Mathematics & Numeracy Policy

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child:                [image: See the source image]
· All adults should always do what is best for you.
· You have the right to live with your parents, unless it is bad for you.
· You have the right to an opinion and for it to be taken seriously.
· You have the right to be brought up by your parents, if possible.
· You have the right to be protected from being hurt or badly treated.
· You have the right to special protection and help if you can’t live with your parents.

Introduction:
At Good Shepherd Primary School, we believe that homework can add much to a pupil’s development and attainment and is therefore an important part of a child’s education.

Aims of the policy:
Through implementation of this policy, we aim:
· To involve parents in their children’s work so that they become more familiar with and actively involved in the curriculum.
· To provide opportunities for parents, children and school to work together, thereby fostering an effective partnership between home and school.
· To encourage children to develop the confidence, independence, self- discipline and motivation needed to study on their own and prepare them for the next stage in their education.
· To make expectations about homework clear to children and parents.
· To consolidate, reinforce and extend the skills, knowledge and understanding developed in the classroom.

It is vital for the pupils that there is consistency in the approach to setting homework throughout the school and between the classes in each year group. Because of this the following is normally the case when setting homework: 
· the same type of work will be set for the whole class, although it may vary in level of difficulty depending on the ability of the child.
· homework will normally be related to work currently being covered in class.
· year groups will work together to ensure a consistency of approach.

General Guidelines:
· It is essential that good habits are formed early, so the presentation of homework in terms of lay-out, handwriting and “working out” should comply, as far as possible, with the standards we expect in school. 

· Homework is normally set four nights a week (it may not always be a written homework) for all classes i.e. Monday – Thursday night and should reflect a child’s age and ability.

· Homework is not set for completion over the weekend or during school holidays. 

· The Senior Leadership Team (SLT) may choose to cancel homework during special occasions such as school or community events and celebrations, or periods of exceptionally good weather. This allows children and families to enjoy and participate in these moments without the added pressure of homework.

· Homework/classwork will not be provided for children if holidays are taken during term time. 

· Each child receives a birthday homework pass. Homework passes may also be issued on other occasions.

· If a homework activity is taking too long to complete, (assuming the child has been consistent in trying to complete the given tasks) parents/carers should countersign unfinished work as having taken the allocated time. 

· Parents/carers should inform their child’s teacher if their child is experiencing persistent difficulties with the completion of homework tasks to ensure the child gets the appropriate support.

· Parents/carers are requested to sign:
· reading record book /homework diary (P1-P4)
· homework diary (P5 to P6)
· all written homework (P1 -P7)

The Nature of Homework
Reading, the learning of spellings and mathematical facts/tables/mental arithmetic activities form essential elements of all homework set. 
Foundation Stage (P1 and P2) homework across the week normally consists of:
· Reading
· Reading book related Literacy task
· Learning keywords
· Maths Task
· Practising letter formation
· Phonics
· Topic task/ special days




Key Stage 1 (P3 and P4) homework across the week normally consists of:
· Reading
· Linguistic phonics / spellings
· Sentence writing with phonic words/ spellings
· Learning number facts and tables
· Written Maths tasks
· Written Literacy tasks
· Topic task
· Practical task


Key Stage 2 (P5-P7) homework across the week normally consists of:

· Daily reading
· Spellings
· Literacy tasks – grammar, comprehension etc
· Maths tasks – usually related to classwork
· Maths learning – tables, facts/ methods relating to class work
· Topic task



In Primary 3 – Primary 7 spellings are set Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday night. The children should revise the week’s spellings on a Thursday. 

Guide to time spent on all homework activities:

P1    10 – 15 minutes
P2    15 – 20 minutes
P3     25 – 30 minutes
P4     25 – 30 minutes
P5     30 – 40 minutes
P6     30 – 40 minutes
P7     30 – 40 minutes



The role of parents
Parents should try to:
· Create a quiet, clean and comfortable space for homework, free from distractions.
· Establish a regular homework routine to help children manage their time effectively.
· Encourage independence by guiding rather than completing the work for the child.
· Check homework for completion and effort, not necessarily for correctness.
· Communicate with teachers if there are any concerns or difficulties with assignments.
· Praise effort and progress to build confidence and motivation.
· Ensure children have the necessary materials (e.g., pencils, books, internet access if needed).
· Encourage neat work and ensure school books are kept clean.
· Monitor deadlines and school expectations to help children stay organized.
· Promote a positive attitude towards learning and schoolwork.
· Communicate family circumstances affecting homework completion

The role of the child
· Listen carefully to homework instructions given by the teacher.
· Bring home the correct materials needed to complete assignments.
· Start homework promptly and manage time wisely.
· Try their best to complete homework independently before asking for help.
· Ask for help when needed but take responsibility for learning.
· Check their work for neatness and effort before submitting.
· Meet deadlines and hand in homework on time.
· Maintain a positive attitude towards learning and homework tasks.


The role of the teacher
Teachers should:
· Set clear and age-appropriate homework tasks that match the learning objectives.
· Explain homework instructions clearly so children understand what is expected.
· Ensure homework is meaningful and manageable, considering students' abilities and time.
· Provide a consistent homework schedule to help children and parents plan ahead.
· Encourage students to ask questions if they don’t understand the homework.
· Monitor homework completion and provide constructive feedback.
· Recognize and praise effort to motivate students.
· Communicate with parents about homework expectations and any concerns.
· Be flexible and understanding of individual circumstances that may affect homework completion.
In conclusion, this homework policy reflects our belief that successful learning is built on strong collaboration between school, home, and the child. When teachers, parents, and pupils work together, homework becomes a meaningful extension of classroom learning, helping children develop independence, responsibility, and confidence. We value open communication and shared commitment, ensuring that homework supports each child’s progress while respecting the importance of family time, wellbeing, and community engagement.




image1.png




image2.jpeg
NSPCC =2~

-




