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Dear Parents.  
 
The purpose of this Prospectus is to give you some general information 
about our school, its organisation and work.  
 
Our basic aims include: 
 

ü the development of the childrenõs skills of communication to 
help them use their own language effectively in reading, writing 
and talking; 
ü to ensure children acquire the necessary skills to think and 
solve problems: 
ü to help children develop lively, enquiring minds and make 
informed decisions; 
ü to help children develop a habit of learning and application of 
what has been learned; 
ü to instil self-respect and respect for others, tolerance, and 
acceptance of other ways of living and understanding of the 
world; 
ü to help the children appreciate and develop their own skills, 
talents and abilities; 
ü to provide a broad and balanced curriculum. 

 
In our work, we wish to ensure that all children are happy at school. This is 
reflected in our Pastoral Care arrangements and set against the Christian, 
Catholic ethos of St Patrickõs. 
We welcome parental support in terms of your childõs learning and 
happiness. In this respect, parents receive information relevant to their 
childrenõs well-being, learning and homework. Primary One children and 
parents also have an induction session prior to the September start. All our 
staff work together to ensure every child is valued and they are happy at 
school. 
 
If you have any further queries contact details can be found elsewhere in 
this prospectus, so please get in touch. You could also visit our website, 
Twitter, or Facebook to see just how much goes on in our school. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
M McGrath 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Our School 
 
St Patrickõs Primary School, Saul is a maintained co-educational primary 
school situated just a few miles from Downpatrick in the heart of St 
Patrickõs country. We have been educating the children of Saul for over 120 
years. Having begun sometime in the late nineteenth century beside the 
current St Patrickõs church, the school relocated to the well-known site now 
occupied by the Saul Community Playgroup. We moved into our current 
building in 2008. 
 
Our school is beside St Patrickõs Church in Saul, in the shadow of St 
Patrickõs monument, which overlooks the area of Lecale. The new school 
was completed in 2008 and provides the community of St Patrickõs Primary 
with a building to be proud of and which reflects the vibrancy of the 
children and dedication of parents and staff. 
 
With seven modern, well-equipped classrooms, library, offices, multi-purpose 
hall and servery, we are well placed to meet the demands of the many 
changes facing schools now. Each classroom has an interactive multi touch 
panel, and the school is fully computer networked. Our resource area is 
used for group work and is an excellent addition to the spacious 
classrooms. The multi-purpose hall is fitted with its own stage lighting and 
PA system and is used for PE, assemblies and at lunchtime when school 
meals are served. The building is complimented by two play areas for our 
youngest and oldest children. The playground for the younger children 
boasts play equipment provided by our PTFA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

16 St Patrickõs Road 

Saul 
Downpatrick 

County Down 

BT30 7JG 
028 4461 4145 
E-mail 
info@stpatrickspssaul.downpatrick.
ni.sch.uk 
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C.C.M.S. 
 
As a Catholic maintained school, our governing body is the Catholic Council 
for Maintained Schools, Lisburn. 
 
E.A.(S.E.R.)/D.E.N.I. 
 
Whilst under the control of C.C.M.S., the school must also adhere to 
Department of Education advice. Our local education board is the Education 
Authority South Eastern Region, Grahamsbridge Road, Dundonald. The 
E.A.S.E.R. has various roles, but principally include: 
Financial -budget allocation 
 -financial support and advice 
 -equipment. 
 
Curriculum -new initiatives 
 -training 
 -special educational needs assessment and support 
 -advice and support. 
 
Management -new legislation and impact on schools 
 -training and advice. 
 
Administration -ancillary / auxiliary staff 
 -LMS 
 -resources 
 -maintenance. 
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Vision Statement:  
In our school: 
ĊWe work together, We play together, We pray together.ċ 

 
Mission Statement 
In St Patrickõs we aim to provide an education rooted in the Catholic Faith that 
helps everyone reach their full potential. We endeavour to provide our pupils with 
the opportunity to obtain the skills necessary for their futures. We will provide 
them with a safe, caring, and happy school in which they are all valued as 
individuals and where their academic, emotional, physical, and spiritual needs are 
nurtured in a family atmosphere. 
 
Aims: 
ü A broad and balanced curriculum which will provide learning opportunities 

for each young person to develop as: 
1. an individual  
2. a contributor to society; and 
3. a contributor to the economy and the environment. 

ü An awareness of his/her own talents, skills, and abilities 
ü A lively and enquiring mind, the ability to question and make informed 

decisions 
ü A love of learning, a knowledge of how to learn and the motivation to 

produce his/her best  
ü Effective communication between all members of the school community 
ü An awareness of the immediate environment and an attitude which leads 

to self-discipline, independence, courtesy, good manners, and respect for 
everyone 

ü A knowledge and understanding of the wider world in which we live, of 
the interdependence of individuals, groups and nations and a tolerance of 
other religions and ways of life. 

 
The staff, pupils, parents, and governors are fully committed to the aims of St 
Patrickõs and have a strong sense of loyalty to the school. Parents and staff work 
well together in partnership in the childrenõs education. Parents are welcome in 
school and are given clear information about their childrenõs progress, the 
schoolõs curriculum, and the day-to-day organisation of the school. Parentsõ views 
are considered in the School Development Plan. 
 
 
 

  
At St Patrickċs we 

Work  Together  

Play Together  

Pray Together  
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Our Curriculum  
 
The Curriculum can be regarded as the learning experiences offered to each 
child in their time at school. Such experiences are drawn from various 
sources such as the statutory Northern Ireland Curriculum, our schoolõs 
Mission Statement and the local and global environment. Delivery of the 
curriculum encompasses careful planning by teachers in a co-ordinated and 
progressive context taking account of each childõs individuality, needs and 
talents. Within this educational forum, we endeavour to develop Christian 
attitudes and values. 
 
Further information on the Curriculum can be found at:  
 

http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk  
 

The statutory Northern Ireland Curriculum from Foundation Stage (P1 & P2) 
to Key Stage 2 (P5-P7) is a balanced and broadly based curriculum whichñ 

(a) promotes the spiritual, emotional, moral, cultural, intellectual, and 
physical development of pupils at the school and thereby of society; and  

(b) prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of 
life by equipping them with appropriate knowledge, understanding and 
skills.  

 
In order to meet statutory requirements, we provide learning opportunities in 
relation to the following: 

(a) Religious Education ð in accordance with the core syllabus drafted by 
the four main Christian Churches in Northern Ireland and specified by the 
Department of Education.  

(b) the following Areas of Learning: 
 

 



 

- 7 - 
 

At Foundation Stage:  Primary 1 & 2  

 

 
 

Areas of Learning Contributory Elements 

Communication Reading 

Writing 

Talking & Listening 

Mathematics and Numeracy Number 

Measures 

Shape and Space 

Sorting 

Patterns and Relationships 

The Arts Art and design 

Music 

Drama 

The World Around Us Science 
History & Geography 

Personal Development and Mutual 
Understanding 

Personal Understanding and Health 

Mutual Understanding in the Local and 
Wider Community 

Physical Development and 
Movement 

Physical Development and Movement 
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At Key Stages 1 and 2: Primary 3 ð Primary 7  

Areas of Learning Contributory Elements 

Language and Literacy Talking and Listening 

Reading 

Writing 

Mathematics and Numeracy Processes in Mathematics 

Number 

Measures 

Shape and Space 

Handling Data 

The Arts Art and Design 

Music 

Drama 

The World Around Us History 

Geography 

Science and Technology 

Personal Development and Mutual 
Understanding 

Personal Understanding and Health 

Mutual Understanding in the Local and 
Wider Community 

Physical Education Physical Education 

 
Assessment 
 
Assessment for learning is an integral part of our school curriculum. The main 
purpose of assessment is to: 

1. Inform us of how learning is progressing. 
2. Assist the teacher in planning appropriate tasks for each child. 
 
Formative Assessment 

 
- Assessment is conducted during day-to-day classroom practice. 
- Children will have an active role in the assessment process. 
- Feedback is used to improve learning. 
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Assessment involves the following key actions:  
 

- Sharing learning intentions. 
- Sharing and negotiating success criteria i.e., the main teaching points 

in a lesson. 
- Giving feedback to children. 
- Using effective questioning. 
- Encouraging children to assess and calculate their own and othersõ 

work. 
 
Benefits of Assessment for Learning:  
 

- Enhanced self-esteem and self-confidence of children. 
- Increased independence and interdependence for children. 
- Teachers become more aware of the learning behind their planned 

activities. 
- Learning is made more explicit ð thus performance of all children is 

enhanced. 
 
Summative Assessment 
 
In line with DE guidance children will be assessed at the end of Key Stages 
1 & 2 by teacher assessment. Pupils are also assessed annually in Reading, 
English, Spelling and Maths from P3 through to P7.  We use the GL 
Assessment Suite of online tests. We also use Star Reading tests from P4-P7 
as part of our Accelerated Reading programme. Reading Eggs, Mathseeds 
and Mathletics online programmes are also used to assess progress. 

Feedback from parents is also extremely important and we 
encourage regular communication between home and school.  
 
Reporting  
 
Reporting takes two forms: 
 
¶ Formal interview in first term. 
¶ A detailed written report in June. 
 
Should a parent have a query or concern, we encourage them to discuss 
this by making an appointment with their childõs teacher. 
Furthermore it is procedure in the school that if a teacher feels a problem 
exists, they can and will request a meeting with a parent ð the school will 
not adhere to prescribed reporting times on these occasions. 
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Special Educational Needs 
 
Each teacher provides a full programme of work for all children in their 
class, whatever their ability. Pupils with Special Needs (whether it be those 
experiencing difficulty or those capable of working at levels beyond their 
age) or Specific Learning Difficulties are identified and catered for using 
expertise within our staff.  
Initial steps include provision by the class teacher, but further advice can 
also be sought from the Education Authorityõs Educational Psychology 
Service. Within this capacity parental consultation will be sought and advice 
given on how to help and support the child within the home. We also work 
closely with outside agencies such as RISE NI, EA Behaviour Support, EA 
Literacy Support Service, Speech & Language service, Autism, Advisory & 
Intervention Service. 

If we believe a child is experiencing learning difficulties or problems of any 
description, we will consult with parents at the earliest opportunity to 
discuss ways of supporting a child both in school and at home. Children 
who require specialist individual attention because of learning difficulties 
may be taught either individually or in small groups out of the classroom 
for some periods each week. Parents will receive copies of individual 
education plans for their child and will be asked to support and review 
such plans. 

  
  

 
We have been able to offer the Engage Programme for small groups of 
children from all classes to receive additional support in Numeracy, Literacy 
and Emotional Health & Wellbeing over the past three years. 
 

In addition, we have a very successful Reading 
Partnership Programme operating in school. This 
involves our fully trained staff and volunteers 
working with children on a one-to-one basis to 
improve their confidence and reading skills. We have 
two teachers who have completed specialist literacy 
training which has benefitted all staff and children. 

Religious Education  
 
Our Religious Education curriculum is drawn from the Grow in Love  
programme. Not only does this programme prepare children for the 
sacraments of the Catholic Church but reflects many fundamental Christian 
attitudes and values. Children attend school masses in our church and 
prayers are an important element of every school day. Children are also 
prepared for the celebration of sacraments in P3, P4 and P7. 
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First Holy Communion 2023 

 
Class Organisation 

 
We currently have seven classes from Primary One through to Primary 
Seven. Each class has their own timetable which includes specific use of the 
hall and outdoor play areas. Children are grouped according to their needs 
within the class, and this can change according to the area of learning 
being taught. 
 
Homework  
 
Homework is regarded as an integral part of every pupilõs learning. Parents 
are encouraged to be actively involved in their childrenõs homework. 
Homework set by school should be supervised and signed by parents.  
 
Pupils must get used to the discipline of home study and accept it as an 
extension of their work in school. Parents are encouraged to contact their 
childõs teacher if there are any difficulties regarding homework. It may also 
be necessary for the teacher to contact the childõs parents about any 
problems.  
 
In accordance with the schoolõs Homework Policy, it is suggested that time 
spent on homework should be ð  
 

Primary 1 - Primary 3   15 ð 30 minutes 
Primary 4 ð Primary 7   30 ð 60 minutes 
Every child is different, so these times are for guidance only. 
 

Homework will have a Literacy or Numeracy focus and thus will include 
reading, spelling and maths but in later years research skills are 
encouraged. Older children are expected to work much more independently. 
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Throughout the school year we also have Reading Weeks when the children 
focus on reading for enjoyment with their 
families. This has been very popular, and 
parents and children enjoy the opportunity 
to read together at these times. Primary 4 
through to Primary 7 enjoy our Accelerated 
Reading Programme where they can take 
quizzes on books they have read and see 
their progress on their bookshelf. Parents 
receive e-mails when their children complete 
quizzes and is another element of our home-
school liaison. 

 
 

 
All classes and families use the 
Seesaw App as an important 
means of communication with 
each other. Teachers and children 
can share pupil work and pass on 
up to date information using 
Seesaw. Children love to send 
home their work and we enjoy 
reading the lovely comments 
from parents. This has 
strengthened the link between 
home and school. 
 
 
 

Our online Mathletics scheme has been 
very beneficial to children from P5-P7. 
Every child has their unique log-in and can 
enjoy the games and challenges at home 
and in school to support their 
understanding of key mathematical 
concepts.  
 

 
We use Mathseeds with our P1-P4 children which is part of the Reading 

Eggs programme.  
 


