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Néta na hAoine- Friday note

Stationery
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Children in Rang 4,5,6 & 7 need to bring a pencil case
with the appropriate stationary to school everyday.

School Photos

Anyone wishing to purchase photos taken by the school
photographer La Fayette recently must either pay online
or using the order form with payment in the envelope
provided returned to Gaelscoil na mBeann by Monday 14™ October at the latest.

Tiondl - School Assembley

On Thursday, we held our first Tiondl (Full school assembly) of the new school year. Photos
of prize winners can be seen on our website. Just click on the link below.
https://www.gaelscoilnambeann.com/news/tionol-mini-mhean-fomhair/
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Why Reading is the best
homework.

I’m sure you’ve heard it over and over again, especially in the context of your
child and homework..”Dedicate time each night for reading.” Just why is it so
important to make time to read each and every day, especially when your
children (and YOU) are busy and have so much to do each day?

During our busy days, it’s easy to axe the things that don’t seem to have an immediate impact on our
productivity or our to-do lists. Reading is something that doesn’t show immediate visible results and is easy
to put off until tomorrow.

Reading together as a family is a great way to carve out some family time during the hustle and bustle of
everyone’s busy schedules. Hearing a voice reading aloud with proper intonation, expression and inflection
strengthens the foundational literacy skills that transfer across language boundaries. A parent reading
aloud to their children in their mother tongue helps build these essential literacy skills, no matter the
language they are using. The listener hears an exciting, entertaining story in a fluent language, which builds
those language skills that will transfer to their academic reading, writing and speaking. Even if your child
doesn’t understand every word, they’ll hear new sounds, words and phrases which they can then try out in
their own writing, imitating what they have heard from a familiar story.

These essential literacy building blocks affect so many aspects of our children’s education. Being a good
reader in turn makes you a good writer. Reading for pleasure and enjoyment not only helps kids perform
better in reading tests, but also increases the general vocabulary of those who read regularly. And don’t
forget, reading is not only about figuring out what is written on the page — understanding the bigger
context, inferring how the characters might be feeling, and what might happen next are all ways to increase
understanding while reading.

Research from Emanuele Castano and David Kidd has proven that reading literary fiction has an effect on
one’s ability to empathize with others, allowing you to see the world through other perspectives and increase
your sense of empathy toward others. Not only does reading have an effect on one’s academics and school
success, but also one’s social emotional growth!

But what about the routine of homework, you might ask? What about being ready for the increasing
demands of middle and high school? Does reading really prepare children for these higher demands?

So are you ready to take action? Find out what interests your child, gather books and resources about that
topic, and dive in! Bonus points: find a good read for yourself and model this love of books for your child.
Show them your passion for a good book, cozy up together, and enjoy!
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