
 
 

Dear Parents, Guardians & Children, 
We hope this newsletter finds you all well.  All of the children have settled 
back into the school day and we welcome all the new junior infants and their 
families and also the new students who have joined Senior Infants, 1st & 2nd 
classes at St. Philip the Apostle this term too.  
Welcome All.               

 
 

Connect with us! 
We invite you to keep up to date with all school events via Aladdin . Please 
ensure you are signed up to Aladdin Connect as it is our formal way of 
contacting families and advising you about closures and other important 
information. Our school website is www.stphilipsjns.ie 

 

 
Halloween Dance-athon Sponsorship- Thank you! 
A huge thanks to all the children who took part on the Annual Hallowe’en 
Danceathon on Wednesday 22nd October before the mid-term break. It was 
a wonderfully happy and dance-filled occasion. We would also like to 
sincerely thank parents and families for your strong support of the school by 

                  €1950 raised by you 
  A huge Well Done to all involved   

 

 
 

  

http://www.stphilipsjns.ie/


sponsoring the children so generously to raise much-needed funds. We are 
delighted to let you know that you raised a whopping €1950 to support the 
purchase of school and classroom resources. Go raibh míle maith agaibh go 
léir!! 
 

 
Outstanding Resources & Insurance Payment 

A Heartfelt Thank You! 

As we look ahead to the rest of the school year, we wanted to take a moment 
to express our sincere gratitude for your incredible support. Our classrooms 
are vibrant hubs of learning thanks to the outstanding resources you help 
provide. Your partnership makes this possible.  A gentle reminder 
that resources & insurance payments for the year are now due. Ensuring this 
is settled helps us maintain a safe and secure environment for every student.  

Thank you for being such a vital part of our school community.  

Our Friendship Month  
Monday 3rd   – Friday 28th of November  

                                   
 
It is with great excitement that we can confirm that our annual school 
Friendship Month is taking place in November. Lots of exciting activities 
planned and I know the children will be keeping you posted of everything we 
are doing in school.  Our school Friendship Month is part of our new Bí 
Cineálta policy. "Bí cineálta" is a Irish term meaning "Be Kind," and it is the title 
of a national set of procedures in Ireland to prevent and address bullying in 
primary and post-primary schools. Published in June 2024, these procedures 
replace older guidelines and provide a new framework for all in the  school 
community, staff, children & parents to create a culture of kindness, empathy, 
and support, with a strong emphasis on restoring relationships after bullying 
incidents. The requirements officially came into effect from September 1, 
2025. 
 



Below is just a sample of some of the activities planned for the month: 
Friendship Week Launch! Drop Everything and Dance, Games day in class 
Yard swap, Pyjama day & Movie in class,  Art Competition  
More Friendship Week Ideas: Circle Time, Acts of Kindness, Friendship stories, 
Stories of inclusion, Friendship Tree!... and many more! 😊😊 

 
Friendship Art Competition  
We would like to invite the children to take part in our Friendship Art 
Competition entitled  ‘Colour Your World with Kindness’. The children can 
create a piece of artwork – drawing, painting, model whatever they like, based 
on the theme. Bring your artwork into your teacher this week. The closing day 
for entries is Wednesday 26th November. The winners will be announced in 
school on Friday 28th November and prizes will be given in each class 😊😊 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events: Class Christmas Plays and Sing-a-longs 
 
Class Christmas Plays will take place the week commencing Monday 8th of 
December and we look forward to welcoming you to this very special 
occasion in your child’s  school year. Details of each class event to follow on 
calendar on Aladdin.  We normally run a raffle in each class with €2 raffle 
tickets for sale so we would be delighted if you wish to take part.   

 
 
School Closures: 
Child Protection Procedures training day: The school will be closed on 
Thursday 27th November. as all teachers will be attending a school professional 
earning day on the new child protection procedures. 
 
Christmas Holidays: Closed at 12pm on Fri 19th December 2025. Schools 
reopens on Monday 5th January 2026. 



 
 
 

 
 
Enrolment for Junior Infants 2026/2027 
 
St. Philip's J.N.S. invite parents/guardians to make an application for 
incoming Junior Infants - September 2026. Enrolment opened on Monday 
3rd November online on our website www.stphlipsjns.ie. The 2026/2027 
Application Form can be found under the Admissions Tab for 26/27.  
A Birth Certificate or Passport (to confirm date of birth) and latest 
gas/electric/water bill with name and address visible on page must be 
uploaded to complete application. Places are already filling up fast ! Closing 
date is this Friday,  21st November. All applications after this date will be 
considered late applications and placed on a waiting list.  
 
With every good wish,  
 
R Molloy (Principal) & G O’ Sullivan(Deputy Principal) 
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