SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER UPDATE

How wonderful it has been to see your children beginning to settle into nursery school.
While these are early days, these children are amazing us! We are gradually increasing
the length of day. Thank you for your patience in supporting us with this transition.

ENCOURAGING INDEPENDENCE

We have already begun to encourage the children to be as independent as possible.

They have begun to self-register in the morning with their photograph to show they are
present, hanging up their coats, having a snack and, of course, playing. They have also
been able to get outside on most days.

So how can you further help encourage this independence at home?

4 Encourage your child to take off his/her coat and hang it up at home. Encourage
this as they enter the nursery school.

Encourage your child to put on and take off their shoes independently. Some
great work here!

Check your child can blow his/her nose independently... colds will soon appear!
Encourage your child to use the toilet independently, wiping themselves and
pulling up pants, trousers or leggings.

Encourage your child to use those lovely words - ‘Please’ and ‘Thank you’. Praise
them when they do. Say ‘Lovely manners, ...... >We are learning the Makaton
signs too for’ Please’ and ‘Thank you’. We can say ‘Hello’ and ‘Good morning’
too. Have a look at how to say Hello.

MAKATON

% https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBXp4L9mmLA
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SCHOOL WEBSITE: CLASS NEWS

The weekly Friday updates on the Class News will start this week. You will use the
password issued on Tuesday to log into your child’s class page.

FRIDAY FAMILY FUN NIGHT

Thursday 2" October 6-7pm BBQ and Fun

The whole family is invited! Pop it in your calendar or diary! This will be a great
opportunity for you to come and play with your child in the nursery school playground
and have something to eat. There will be a BBQ for everyone attending. The children
can show you around their nursery school. It will also enable you to meet other parents
and the staff.

So that we can have a better indication of food to purchase for the BBQ, can you
indicate to us how many will be in attendance. We will leave a sheet at the conservatory
entrance door for you to indicate this. If you are not the person dropping off or
collecting your child, please email me fhumphreys427@c2ken.net and let me know.
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MORE DIARY DATES

PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL COFFEE MORNING

Wednesday 17" September: 10:00-11:30 am

So as not to unsettle your child in nursery, please walk up by the left-hand side of the
school, past the bike shed. We will unlock the gate, and you can enter through the front
door of the school.

MARIE CURIE COFFEE MORNING

Friday 24th October: 10am -11.30am

Our ‘Parents and Friends of Enniskillen Nursery School’ will be hosting a coffee morning
for Marie Curie. You and your family/friends are free to pop in and join us at any stage of
the morning for coffee, treats and a chat! All donations on the day will go to support
this great charity. If you can help us by donating breads, cakes, traybakes or jam to have
as your treat or to purchase from our stall, please leave them into school when
dropping off your child that morning.

STAFF TRAINING DAYS

Friday 3 October and Monday 6™ October are two staff development days. Your child
will be off school on both days.

HALF TERM HOLIDAYS

Your child will be off school on the last week in October- Monday 27" to Friday 31
October.

SETTLING IN INTERVIEWS

These will take place at the beginning of October in the afternoons, where possible.

You will be offered a 10-minute slot at this stage. You can choose to either meet the
teacher in person or the teacher can ring you for a telephone interview, if this is more
suitable.

The aim of the interview is to let you know how your child has settled into school and
what they are enjoying.

If you have any queries or questions regarding your child or any aspect of school life, we
will always be happy to have that conversation with you. In the first instance, email the
school and a meeting will be arranged with the principal or your child’s teacher.



NURSERY SCHOOL ABSENCE

Please contact the school as soon as possible to inform us of your child’s absence. Tel:
028 6634 2694. Leave a message, if there is no answer.

Children who are unwell should not attend school until they are fully recovered, as
infection can spread very quickly with young children. Infections are common among
children, and Nursery School is an ideal place for infections to spread. Itis important,
therefore, that the Health & Social Care guidelines are followed.

If a child becomesiill (while in Nursery School), a parent will be asked to take the child
home as soon as possible.

Children with diarrhoea or vomiting illnesses should not attend Nursery School. The
exclusion period should last until at least 48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea
or vomiting.

Itis good practice that if a child requires antibiotics that they do not come into Nursery
School for 48 hours after starting on medication. This is to give the child’s condition

an opportunity to improve, and that in the unlikely event of a reaction to the antibiotic,

the parent will be with their child.

We do not administer medication in school without a form completed by the parent
and the doctor authorising us to do so.

Chicken Pox, Slapped Cheek Syndrome, Measles and Rubella

Itis important that staff and mothers who are pregnant be made aware of the following
infections: Chicken Pox/Shingles, Rubella, Slapped Cheek Syndrome and Measles.

We have a member of staff who is pregnant at the moment. So please be careful.

On our Parent Board we display a chart giving general guidance on exclusion from
childcare settings for the more common infections i.e. Chicken Pox, German Measles,
Slapped Cheek, etc. This is also included in this newsletter. See next page.

This is also available on our school website.

We will advise parents if there are known cases of infection within the Nursery School.

Itis particularly important that parents of children whose immunity may be impaired
due toillness or treatment e.g. leukaemia, HIV are given this information.
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ALLERGIES

Please inform us of any specific allergies (diagnosed by a doctor) that your child may
have e.g. nuts, eggs, milk, etc.

We have experience of a variety of allergies or intolerances.

SCHOOL SWEATSHIRTS

We have some used sweatshirts donated by past parents which you can purchase on
the night of our BBQ. A £3 donation would be considered reasonable. Please bring

cash.



SCHOOL DINNERS

Dinners will commence on Monday 22" September for some pupils. If you have
received an earlier email from me, dinners will commence later.

Next week (beginning 15" September), the teachers may contact parents to consider a
later starting date.

Paying for Dinners

On the Monday of the meals’ commencement week, please send £12.50 for the week in
the envelope provided with your child’s name written on it.

If your child is already entitled to free school meals, we have been informed of this.

If you have forgotten to apply for free school meals and feel that you may be entitled to
this, please apply on the Education Authority website. https://www.eani.org.uk/.

School dinners are ordered by 10am each day. If your child has to go home early (after
10 am) and we have not been previously notified, his/her dinner will be still paid for.

CAN YOU HELP US?

We need:
- junk items for craft: boxes, bottle lids, old packaging etc.

NO milk cartons or anything that contained nuts or oats please. We have a child
with a severe allergy to these items.

- old glasses (lenses removed)
- chunky jewellery, unwanted fancy adult hats/ fascinators etc

- ladies kitten heel shoes (nothing too high!)

Please do not hesitate to get in touch either via telephone or email me on
fhumphreys427@c2ken.net if you have any queries or concerns regarding any aspect of
nursery school.
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