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UPCOMING EVENTS

MESSAGE FROM MS TRIMBLE
Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter with all the latest news from St. Marnock’s N.S.
in the lead up to Christmas! We were delighted to welcome all of our parents and
guardians to our Christmas concerts which took place this week from Monday 16th –
Wednesday 18th December. Thank you all for coming along to support us! We were
so proud of your children’s performances on stage, they were fantastic!  A big thank
you to all our teachers for preparing the children so well and thanks also to our SNAs
for their great support too. Thanks to our Parents’ Association who organised our
Christmas raffle at the concerts and for everyone who gave so generously!

Wishing you and your families a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year! We
look forward to welcoming everyone back in the New Year, on Monday 6th January
2025. 

Nollaig Shona daoibh go léir!
Sinéad Trimble 

 

We were delighted to announce the launch of a brand new, exciting fundraiser in St.
Marnock’s N. S. this week.  We are looking for your help in fundraising for a MULTI-
PURPOSE PLAY AREA with a biodiverse garden and an outdoor classroom to provide
students with a versatile space for physical activity, recreation and school events.
This new facility will enhance our students' well-being by providing a fun play area
along with a safe, sensory, multi-purpose activity zone, outdoor classroom and
biodiverse green area. Our dream is to create an inclusive learning environment
where children of all abilities in St. Marnock's N.S. can engage in sports and outdoor
learning activities. The project will involve resurfacing the grass area at the back of
the school with high quality synthetic grass while also including another area
landscaped with natural grass and wildflowers. 

The total cost of this project is €200,000. Our school has already raised €50,000. We
need your help in raising €150,000 which is a significant investment for the school
community but if considered over the lifetime of the project the cost becomes
achievable and a worthy investment for our school.

Please scan the QR code opposite to donate. By doing so you are going to make
a real difference in the lives of the children of St. Marnock's N.S.
Please also contact myself or Mr. Scallan if you’re interested in becoming part of a
sub-committee in January 2025 involving parents and Board of Management
members.  We’d love to hear from you if you have expertise in marketing or high level
fundraising to come up with innovative, creative ideas to fundraise for large amounts
of money. If you run a local business or company or have contacts in a local business,
please let us know as we’d be delighted to avail of your help. 

School closing times, Friday 20th
December:

     11.45: Junior and Senior Infants
             11.50: 1st and 2nd classes, Speech &

Language class           
              12.00: 3rd - 6th classes  

Junior Infant Admissions will open on
Wednesday 8th January 2025 and will
close on Wednesday 5th February 2025.
Applications may be made online via
our website from 08.01.25. Please see
website www.stmarnocksns.ie in the
New Year for further details. 

MULTI-PURPOSE PLAY AREA FUNDRAISER

http://www.stmarnocksns.ie/


CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

The school choir gathered outside on the first day of the Christmas
Concerts to welcome the parents in. They sang Deck the Halls, Santa
Claus is Coming to Town, Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree and
Jingle Bells. Ms. Curtin conducted while Mr. Maughan and Riordan
Hopwood accompanied them on guitars. 

On behalf of our 6th class pupils and their teachers, thanks to so many of
you who donated non-perishable goods to our Christmas Charity appeal in
aid of the Lions’ Club. Thanks to all of you, Christmas hampers will be
distributed to a great number of needy families in our community.
Representatives from the Lions’ Club came to collect everything over the
last few days and they were delighted with the fantastic response from the
St. Marnock’s NS community. Your generosity and kindness is going to make
such a difference to so many families. Thanks to our 6th class teachers, Ms.
Whelan, Mr. Maughan and Mr. Cooper for helping to organise this Charity
Appeal with their classes.

6TH CLASS CHARITY APPEAL

STEM WEEK IN FIRST CLASS

We celebrated STEM week in the school from 11th to the 15th November.
Ms Dwyer’s and Ms Lynch’s first class really embraced all things science
and maths during the week. They did a “walking on air” experiment
where they talked about force distribution. They also did an experiment
to see the impact certain drinks can have on their teeth. Other activities
included a paper chain challenge, making lava lamps, a maths trail with
their buddies and did some science and maths quizzes.



During STEM week, sixth class held a bridge building competition. All
children had to make a bridge that was at least 50 centimetres long and
that could hold at least 3kg in weight. The children embraced the task
and showed creativity and resourcefulness with their creations. All the
sixth classes went to the hall on Friday with their bridges for a bridge
stress test! Firstly Mr. Maughan and Mr. Cooper suspended the bridges
between two tables. Then they tested them with weights of varying sizes.
Lastly came the earthquake test which consisted of the teachers shaking
the tables to see if the bridges could withstand the impact. Many bridges
passed the test, much to the delight of their owners. Alas, some bridges
were destroyed, much to the delight of the crowd! 

BRIDGE BUILDING IN SIXTH CLASS

THE HALL OF FAME

Róisín Henry, who is
a member of the
Fingal Taekwondo
club, competed in
the Irish National
Taekwondo
Championships in
Limerick on
November 3rd. She
won first place
overall in her age
category in
sparring. 

Aisling O’Brien was
one of twelve
winners who won a
prize in the Fire
Safety Week art
competition. She
was presented
with her prize in
the Mansion House
by Dennis Keely of
Dublin Fire Brigade
and Donna
Cooney, the
Deputy Lord Mayor
of Dublin.

Holly Skelton
competed in
Killossery Lodge
Stud in a league
called the Horse
and Pony Winter
League. There
were multiple
classes of
different heights.
She jumped in the
70cm class and
came first against
ten other people.

Finn Richardson
competed in an
international
diving competition
in the National
Aquatic Centre in
November. Also in
the competition
were divers from
the U.K., Dubai,
Poland and
Sweden.     


