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26th February 2021

Dear Parents
As you are all aware we are reopening on Monday next, March 1st for all children from Junior Infants to 3rd class.  The Board of Management and school staff are looking forward to welcoming our pupils and parents back to school. We are satisfied that we have all relevant and up to date control measures in place to ensure that this will be a safe re-opening.  As we familiarise ourselves once again with the routines and procedures designed to keep everyone safe and to prevent the spread of the virus we ask everyone to remain vigilant and extra careful.  
I am asking everyone again to please play their part and to be as organized as possible. 
Please follow all of the relevant guidelines to ensure we maximise the safety of all pupils and staff alike. Lots of UPDATED advice for parents has been posted on our website so please read it carefully. *(see the posters in the NEWS section of the school website).
It is imperative that:
· Parents do not come within 2 metres of each other and/or congregate together at the school wall. 
· Should you need to speak to your child’s class teacher or the Principal that this is arranged by appointment only via SeeSaw or by phoning the school directly. Please note: staff will NOT be in a position to speak to parents at the school wall either before or after school. 

· Parents adhere strictly to the drop-off and collection plans as outlined below. 


· Please DO NOT organise play dates and after school get-togethers or home visits with children from your child’s class. If we are to remain open in the long term then everyone needs to play their part with this. 

With the uncertainty of community transmission rates due to the new variants of the virus which are now presenting in the country, it is important that everyone familiarizes themselves with these documents and procedures. 
Remember we are all in this together and we want our school to be a welcoming, safe, happy and positive environment which remains open for all our children and staff in the weeks and months ahead. 
The following is a summary of the most important points to remember. 
· School will open for all children in Ms Singh and Mrs Neary’s classes from 9:20am. Everyone needs to remain in their cars until the bell goes. Please take your time, relax and remember there is NO NEED for panic or to rush. I will be floating on the yard and welcoming everyone back, as well as directing the children to their different lines. These have not changed and the children will line up as they did before the Christmas holidays. 

· Please accompany your child to the wall of the school. 

· Please give priority to parents with small children in the immediate set down area. Do not park on the road side or in neighbouring gateways please. 

· Remember please DROP AND GO! DON’T LOITER OR STAY TO CHAT. 


· Children need their lunch box and drink with them on the first day in their lunch bags provided by the teachers earlier in the year.  Please make sure the children are able to open and close both their lunch box and drink as teachers will NOT be in a position to handle food storage items. 

· Please ensure your child can put on their own coat and hat etc and that they can zip up and unzip coats also as staff will not be in a position to do this. 

· Children will also need their own, clean hand towel in a zip lock bag. Please change hand towels nightly and send in a fresh towel each day with your child.  Please note: Children do NOT need a supply of hand sanitizer as there is ample supply within each classroom, on the corridors and on entry and exit to the building.

· Please ensure all items are labelled. 


· Remember to give your child the relevant forms for returning to school.

· RETURN TO SCHOOL DECLARATION FORM
· NO FORMS/NO ENTRY ON DAY ONE 

We would like to thank you for your co-operation in making preparations to date and look forward to working with you as we assist the children readapt to the necessary changes.  We are also conscious of the fact that our pupils have not been in school since December and that they are looking forward to coming back to school to meet their friends again.  
We are really looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday morning and hopefully doing likewise in two weeks time when Ms Clarke’s class rejoins us also. 


With every good wish.

Kind regards,
Mrs Gill.
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