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Through Using ICT, St Francis’ aims to:

¢ Provide enhanced teaching and learning experiences which develop the 5
skills of Creativity, Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication and
Confidence through active, inclusive, personalised and collaborative play and
challenged-based learning activities

e Develop opportunities for all to experience success and improved learning
outcomes.

e Engage, stimulate and motivate learners.

e Equip learners for life in the 21st Century Digital World

Introduction

St Fracnis’ Primary School’s vision is for all teachers and learners in our
school to become confident users of ICT so that they can develop the skills,
knowledge and understanding which enables them to use appropriate ICT
resources effectively as powerful tools for teaching and learning.

We aim to enable our pupils to find, explore, express, exhibit, evaluate and
exchange information. We also focus on developing the skills necessary for
children to be able to use information in a safe and effective way. This is
done through the embedding of the UNCRC, which states in Article 17 that:
“Every child has the right to reliable information from the media.”

ICT can promote, enhance, support and enrich the curriculum in a unique
way. It contributes to all subjects and supports the development of skills such
as literacy and numeracy, communication, problem solving, information
handling, social and interpersonal skills and independent learning skills.

St.Francis’ Primary School meets the requirements set out within the
Northern Ireland Curriculum and develops the use of the 5Es within the tasks
already being carried out:

UICT forms part of the School Development Plan and is reviewed annually.

St.Francis’ Primary School is well equipped with a networked PC and 1
additional laptop in each class, along with up to 30 iPads in each class.
There are also an additional 30 PCs and laptops available for use in the ICT
suite.
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Curriculum Development and Organisation

Every class has access to

¢ a class PC and laptop;

e iPads (1:1 P.2-P.7, 8 per P.1 class and 1 per Nursery class)
e 1 teacheriPad from Nursery-P.7

e a colour printer;

¢ a black and white printer;

ean Interactive Whiteboard

6 Beebots (shared in the Numeracy resource room)

P.4-7 have 4 Chromebooks per classroom

1Green screen

Each teacher has a Surface Pro (35 in the school)

The computer suite has 30 computers/laptops

Nursery have one apple tv per class

Every room in the school has wifi including mobiles and gym halls

The Contribution of UICT to Other Curriculum Areas

ICT across the curriculum has the potential to transform and enrich pupils'
learning experiences and environments. It can empower pupils, develop self-
esteem and promote positive attitudes to learning. The creative use of ICT
also has the potential to improve pupils' thinking skills, providing them with
opportunities to become independent, self-motivated and flexible learners.
ICT Provides enhanced teaching and learning experiences that develop the 5
skills of Creativity, Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication and
Confidence. Pupils should be enabled to develop Using ICT skills by
engaging in meaningful and purposeful activities, set in a range of contexts.
They should use ICT to handle and communicate information, solve
problems, pose questions and take risks.
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Strateqgies for use of ICT

¢ UICT is not taught as a stand alone subject, but it is a tool to be used as
appropriate in any cross curricular way possible.

e All pupils are given equal access.

¢ UICT is an entitlement for all pupils.

e Common tasks are set that are open-ended and can have a variety of
responses.

¢ We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the
challenge of the task to the ability and experience of the child.

e Use of ICT at home will continue to be encouraged through projects,
homeworks and the use of MY-SCHOOL which can be accessed through a
home computer system or at the local library/Google Drive Accounts.

¢ Children should continue to be encouraged to access and make use of the
school website which is regularly updated — www.stfrancisps.co.uk

ICT Competences

At St.Francis’ Primary School we work hard to help our pupils to develop
competence in the use of ICT.

ICT competence is concerned with:

e Learning about ICT — developing the knowledge and skills required to use
ICT effectively and to apply these in a range of contexts;

e Learning through ICT — developing the skills required to access and use
information from a range of electronic sources, interpret it and use it
effectively; and

e Learning with ICT — applying the skills in their own learning either at school,
at home or in the community.

Pupils accessing the World Wide Web

For all information related to this see St.Francis’ Primary School’'s Acceptable
Use of the Internet Policy (Appendix 1)

ICT and the Northern Ireland Curriculum

e Literacy
UICT is a major contributor to the teaching of Literacy

o Children learn how to draft, edit and revise text.

o Children can create, develop present and publish ideas and opinions
visually or orally.

o They learn how to improve the presentation of their work by using
desktop publishing and presentational software.
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e Numeracy
Many UICT activities build upon the mathematical skills of the children.

o Children use ICT in Numeracy to collect data, make predictions,
analyse results and present information graphically.

o They can explore mathematical models e.g. use of BeeBots, Probots
and spreadsheets.

¢ Personal Development and Mutual Understanding (PDMU)

ICT makes a contribution to the teaching of PDMU as children learn to work

together in a collaborative manner.
0 They develop a sense of global citizenship by using the Internet.
oThrough online safety lessons, children develop a view about the safe
use and misuse of ICT.

¢ Creative and Expressive

e |CT provides a vehicle for the development of pupils’ creativity.

e |ICT can empower pupils, develop self-esteem and promote positive
attitudes to learning.

e Children will have the opportunity to develop their creativity through a
range of network software and digital technology.

e They can explore the Internet to gain access to a wealth of images and
information about world famous pieces.

e Children have the opportunity to develop their thinking skills and peronsla
capabilities by becoming ‘Digital Thinkers’

World Around Us

ICT transcends the barriers of distance and opens up the world as an easily
accessible global community allowing children to experience the past,
present and future of the world they live in. They also gain a knowledge and
understanding of the interdependence of people around the world.

Inclusion

St.Francis’ Primary School’s ICT facilities are available for use by all pupils
and staff. All children are given access to ICT regardless of gender, race,
physical or sensory disability. ICT can impact on the quality of work that
children can produce and it can increase their confidence and motivation.
The Special Needs teachers have access to a networked PC, an Interactive
panel and an iPad to support their everyday teaching and learning strategies,
as well as using specialized software programs within them to aid the
learning of the pupils. The Nursery Unit is also equipped with a networked
PC, iPad, laptop and Apple TV each.

Progression, Monitoring, Assessing and Evaluating

Progression
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UICT is a cross-curricular skill, which as of September 2016 became a statutory
requirement for assessment. Children in P3-7 complete three CCEA UICT Tasks
per year and have opportunities throughout the year to use digital and C2k media,
programmable devices and Apple Technology. UICT tasks and activities are
mapped carefully to the Northern Ireland Curriculum core skills and all staff follow
the lines of progression

e Progression is assured through a range of increasingly challenging
activities covering all areas of ICT and embedded in the Northern Ireland
Curriculum.

i. In Foundation Stage (P.2) — tasks developed within each year group
within existing curricular areas.

ii. In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 — teacher made tasks and tasks
taken from the CCEA Assessment Tasks are assigned
appropriately throughout the year groups.

e The whole school are referencing UICT from the new levels of
progression which in weekly plans.

Monitoring

e Evidence covering all areas of UICT is gathered within each pupil’'s Google
drive account folders and on the teacher’s and pupils’ iPads for the year.

e Every teacher will send the ICT Co-ordinator examples of work that the
pupils are doing that shows effective use of a variety of ICT skills and
techniques.

It is the teacher’s responsibility to monitor the children’s standards and
progress and ensuring the collection of evidence which will be monitored by
the UICT coordinator and assistant coordinator.

Assessing

e Evidence gathered each year is assessed by the teachers and
benchmarked against the Northern Ireland lines of progression for UICT.

e The children’s mastery of ICT skills from primary 1 to primary 7 will be
assessed throughout the year, by the class teacher in accordance with the
levels of progression working document implemented by each year group.

Evaluating

e Year group plans will be monitored and evaluated by the UICT coordinator
and assistant coordinator each term during a UICT ‘book scoop’.

Health and Safety Points to consider:
e Sitting
e Top of the screen close to eye level
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e Screen positioned to avoid glare

e Feet flat on the floor

¢ Shoulders and neck relaxed

e Forearms level with desk

e Lower back supported

e Upper leg horizontal

¢ Give yourself room — avoid a cluttered work area. Spread out keyboard,
mouse and printer etc.

e Make sure that the top of the monitor is at eye level. The screen should be
between 50-70 cms from the user.

¢ Reduce reflection by swivelling and tilting the monitor from direct sunlight.
Regularly clean your screen. Adjust contrast and brightness.

e Eyestrain — avoid long periods on the computer (Lhour maximum).

Advise children to take short breaks during a task. Allow children to rest for at
least 30 minutes before beginning another computer activity. It is the
responsibility of staff to ensure that classroom ICT equipment is stored
securely, cleaned regularly and that their class or themselves leave the ICT
Suite clean and tidy after use. Food and drink should not be consumed near
ICT equipment. E-Safety is paramount and staff should always supervise
children when they are accessing information or using the internet. Both C2K
and Classnet filter information but staff are ultimately responsible for
information accessed by pupils. Please refer to e-safety policy for more
information.

Acceptable Use Statement

The computer system and iPads are owned by the school, and may be used
by children to further their education and by staff to enhance their
professional activities including teaching, research, administration and
management. The school recognises that technologies such as the Internet
and e-mail will have a profound effect on children’s education and staff
professional development in the coming years and the school’s Internet
Access Policy has been drawn up accordingly. The installation of software or
hardware unauthorised by the school, whether legitimately licensed or not is
expressly forbidden. The school reserves the right to examine or delete any
files that may be held on its computer systems or to monitor any Internet
sites visited.

UICT co-ordinator
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e It is the responsibility of the UICT coordinator/assistant coordinator to assist
the subject coordinators and the teachers with the implementation of this
policy.

e The UICT coordinator/assistant coordinator will be responsible for the
management of the resources, which are required for the implementation of
this policy.

e The UICT coordinator/assistant coordinator will disseminate information
regarding new developments in ICT to other members of staff.

e The UICT coordinator/assistant coordinator will be responsible for any
organization or delivery of staff INSET in the development of ICT.

e The UICT coordinator/assistant coordinator will be responsible for arranging
and holding regular UICT team meetings.

o It will be the responsibility of the UICT coordinator/assistant coordinator to
ensure this policy will be regularly reviewed, and will inform staff of any
changes to any section of it.

Future Developments of ICT

The programme for ICT development will be planned as an integral part of
overall curriculum planning for St.Francis’ Primary School. This will be set out
in appropriate Action Plans.

Refer to School Development Plan for future
developments in UICT
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