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Dear Parents/Guardians,

As we move towards the latter end of Term 1, we are looking forward to an eventful
time of year. There will be plenty to keep the children busy as well as their usual classwork. As ever,
we encourage you to keep up to date with the work going on around the school via our website
killoens.ie where pictures are displayed from the classes as well as other relevant information.

Aladdin Connect App: A new feature which we have introduced this year to our school
communication system is Aladdin Connect. This is a very user friendly device which works via an app
on your smartphone. It is very important that all parents download the app and register for this
correctly, all school communications will be sent via this app moving forward. Please ensure that
notifications are turned on for this app on your phone to receive these messages. | have attached an
information sheet in the email to assist anyone having difficulty with this, please contact Ann in the
office if any further help is required. This app will be essential for giving permissions, explaining
absences and attendance issues, for scheduling meetings and for epayments. School reports will also
be sent via this app next summer rather than by post. Feedback regarding this has been very positive
so far so thank you for your co-operation with this!

Christmas Concerts: We are delighted to hear all the classes busy preparing for their Christmas
performances once again, this has been greatly missed over the last few years. Our Christmas shows
will take place during the week of December 12" — 16", please find a schedule attached below. This
schedule is also on display on our website. The matinee performances will take place on Monday and
Tuesday during the day, while the shows will take place at 7pm over 3 nights this year to allow for a
reasonably early finish on each night! Approximate start times for each performance will be shared
closer to the date. We look forward to the children dazzling us with their talents on the stage again,
as all our teachers and staff do their best Steven Spielberg impression for the weeks ahead! We are
also grateful to the Parents’ Association and Finance Committee for their assistance in running this,
which | have referenced later on in this newsletter.

Christmas Raffle: Our Christmas raffle will take place again this year with lots of prizes to be won.
Further details to follow, thank you to the school Finance Committee for organising this.



Schedule for Christmas Plays December 2022.

Tuesday 13" December 7pm

Wednesday 14" December 7pm

Thursday 15" December 7pm

Mrs. Penrose (Junior Infants)
Ms. Kiernan (1% Class)
Ms. Reehill (4™ Class)

Ms. Connaughton (Junior/Senior
Infants)

Mrs. Battrim (1°/2™ Class)

Ms. Gray (3/4™)

Ms. Dalton (Senior Infants)
Mrs. Corr (2™ Class)

Ms. Brady (3™ Class)

Mr. Toher & Ms. Fox (6™ Class)

Mrs. Farrell & Mrs. Belton (5™
Class)

Matinee (9:30am start time):

Monday 12" December Tuesday 13" December

Ms. Reehill (4™ Class)
Mrs. Farrell & Mrs. Belton (5™ Class)
Mr. Toher & Ms. Fox (6" Class)

Ms. Connaughton (Jun/Sen Infants)
Mrs. Penrose (Junior Infants)

Ms. Dalton (Senior Infants)

Ms. Kiernan (1% Class)

Mrs. Battrim (1°/2™ Class)

Mrs. Corr (2™ Class)

Ms. Brady (3" Class)

Ms. Gray (3"/4™)

Enrolment 23/24: Enrolment of pupils for both mainstream and Sonas classes will open from
November 18" this year, a little earlier than in previous years. Application forms can be obtained in
the school office or in the Parent’s Section of our website, where other relevant information is also
posted. The closing date for applications is February 10" 2023, after which places will be offered and
confirmed. Please spread the word regarding this to anyone who may be interested in or require
access to enrolment.

Junior Infant Parents’ night: There will be a meeting at 8pm in the school on Tuesday November 29"
for all parents of our present Junior Infants. There will be a short presentation by the class teachers
and a chance to meet other parents, we hope you can join us for this.

Parents’ Association AGM: This will take place in the school on Thursday December 1* at 9pm. We
encourage all parents who wish to assist in the running of various school related events throughout
the year to attend. It would be wonderful to see new faces and to organise an active group for the
year ahead.

Attendance: It is very important for children to attend school every day, unless there is a valid reason
to be absent. Please use the Aladdin Connect app to explain ALL absences, the school is required to
report unexplained absences as part of our returns every year. You can check your child’s attendance
record via the Aladdin Connect app, this also allows you to send word of any late arrivals or early
departures (for appointments etc) in advance to avoid the pupil being marked absent.




Winter is Coming: A reminder to all pupils to please wear coats and be prepared for the weather over
the coming months. Please make sure that all uniform items and clothing such as coats and football
gear are clearly labelled. The amount of unclaimed and unmarked items in our Lost and Found
collection is staggering and we encourage all pupils to take care of their personal belongings.

Sacraments: Saturday April 29" at 11am has been scheduled for the celebration of Confirmation with
the 6™ class children, while Saturday May 27" at 12 noon has been scheduled for the celebration
mass for First Holy Communion with 2" class pupils. Preparations for these are ongoing in the
classrooms and at home and we thank the teachers, staff and parents involved for their efforts with
this.

Goal Jersey Day: A huge thank you to all of our staff and pupils who contributed to Goal Jersey Day
before the mid-term break. A total of €600 was raised to be contributed to this charitable cause.

Party Invitations: We ask that birthday party invitations are not sent in to school to be distributed as
this can cause upset for children that are not invited.

Pedal vehicles: Our Sonas classes would be very grateful for any donations of pedal vehicles such as
bicycles, tricycles, tractors or of small scooters/ other similar mobility devices. Perhaps some houses
may have some to donate now or even in the New Year, please contact the school office if so.

Private Donations: The school Board of Management would like to say thank you to a number of
private families who have made donations to the school and Sonas Unit as part of their weddings
favours and in other circumstances. We are very grateful for these acts of generosity, thank you so
much for these wonderful acts of kindness.

Coaching: Thank you to our current GAA Games Promotion Officer Aidan Main for running a mid-
term coaching day. This was very well attended and feedback from the children and parents for this
has been very positive.

School Activities: The children have been very busy in and out of the classroom over the last few
months. We encourage you to keep an eye on a selection of their activities on the website and social
media. A big thank you to all of our school staff for their work during the term so far. There have not
been many evenings where the school has been empty before 5pm due to football training and other
activities. We are thankful to the people who give their time to help the children develop and have
fun outside of the academic setting too.

Kind Regards,

K Msllaghan



