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Dear Parents/Guardians,

As we move towards the summer break, preparations are underway for next year
already. Of course there is a lot to be done between now and then so we have a busy few weeks
ahead of us until then. Standardised testing is being completed, school reports are being written and
book lists and class listings for next year are being prepared as we speak. Hopefully we will have some
nice weather for the coming weeks to keep us all in good spirits during this busy time, as we have lots
of lovely trips and activities coming up in the weeks ahead until June 23",

Social Media — Facebook and Website: | encourage all parents and members of the community to
keep up to date with our school facebook page and our website, this is where you will receive the up
to date news about everything our pupils are involved in on a daily basis. It would be impossible to
mention everything in a newsletter like this, so our social media content is a crucial communication
link between the school and parents and families of our pupils. A special mention to Mr. Toher who is
our man on the ground keeping this page updated, he does massive unseen work posting pictures
and updates about what goes on in the school. This is much appreciated and | know the children love
to see their activities being highlighted for people to see.

Attendance: It is very important to have children in school every day where possible. Parents will be
contacted regarding this, and the school has to record these absences and refer them to the school
attendance officer where required. It is essential for pupils to attend school in order to progress
academically, and all absences must be clearly explained on the Aladdin app. Absences should be
explained on Aladdin by the end of each week, as they may be stored as an unexplained absence if
not kept up to date each week. We also ask parents to avoid late arrival and early collection where
possible please, so that children are able to access a full school day.

School Calendar 23/24: Please find attached a copy of the school calendar for next year. School will
re-open for pupils on Wednesday August 30" 2023. We will keep you informed of further events as
they are scheduled.



Incoming Junior Infants: We will welcome the incoming Junior Infants for an induction evening
before the Summer break, details for this will be sent out via text message once teachers and classes
for next year have been confirmed.

Book Rental fees: The school is making preparations in line with the new Government scheme to
provide free schoolbooks, workbooks and copies to all pupils for September 2023. We welcome this
initiative to reduce the costs for parents in sending children back to school each year. The school will
continue to ask for a contribution in September towards expenses for photocopying/art supplies as a
separate matter, details of this will be provided before the Summer break.

Sacraments: Congratulations to all of our pupils from 6" class and to Leah from the Senior Sonas class
who celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation with Fr. Sean on April 29" Sincere thank you to Fr.
Sean and all of the school staff involved in organising and co-ordinating these; it was a lovely
ceremony enhanced by our wonderful school choir. We are now looking forward to the celebration of
First Holy Communion on May 27" for 2™ class and for our pupils in the Sonas classes.

Parents’ Association: Many thanks also to the Parents’ Association who provided refreshments in the
Community Centre after the Confirmation ceremony, they will be looking for help to do the same
following the First Holy Communion service, please volunteer if available. | would encourage all
parents to try to get involved with the Parents’ Association moving forward. The Parents’ Association
plays a very important role in assisting the school community and co-ordinating many important
events which enhance the children’s school experience. We really appreciate the work that they do.

July Summer Programme: Due to building and construction work which is scheduled to take place
onsite over the summer, the school will be running a reduced in-school July Provision this summer.
This programme for the children in the Sonas classes and mainstream is scheduled to take place from
Monday June 26" — Friday July 7" for 2 weeks. The school grounds will have to made available for
reconfiguration of some rooms in the Sonas corridor area, as well as a modular classroom along the
side of the avenue down towards the Astroturf. Parents of children in the Sonas classes are asked to
let the class teacher know if they are available to attend during this time. Parents of eligible children
from the mainstream classes will be contacted about this when arrangements are in place for this.

Literacy + Numeracy Camp: This camp will take place over 2 weeks this summer, June 26" — June 30"
and July 3" —July 7" Places for these camps will be offered to eligible children in a few weeks time.

Cumann na mBunscol: Well done to both our girls’ team and our mixed school team who have been
in action for the last number of weeks, following a very committed year of training and progress. The
girls performed very well but lost out to a very strong Newtownforbes team in their semi-final. Our
mixed team have made massive improvements as a team all year, and now have a final to look
forward to next Thursday evening @7:15 in Pearse Park vs Colmcille! We look forward to a big crowd
turning out to support them in there, the children and their mentors deserve huge credit for all of
their commitment and effort throughout the year. Well done to Mr. Toher, Mr. Mimnagh, Gerry, Ms.
Brady and Ms. Kiernan for all of their work throughout the year. Also a mention to our Gaelic
promotion coach Aidan for the work he does promoting Gaelic games with all of the children in the
school, and for Jimmy McCormack for his continued involvement with coaching here in the school.

Kind Regards,

K. MolUaghan



