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Dear Parents/Guardians,

As we approach the mid-term break, we can look back on a very busy schedule since we returned for
Term 2 of the school year. Please find below a selection of activities which have taken place and are
upcoming. You are invited to visit our school website killoens.ie or our school Facebook page to keep
up to date with photographs and details of events as they take place throughout the year. It would be
impossible to attach all the pictures to this newsletter, so thank you to Mr. Toher for keeping our
social media presence up to date!

School Calendar:- Please find attached an updated copy of our school calendar. Please note also the
date of school closure for the Referendum on Friday March 8th as the school will be used as a polling
station. There may also be another closure before the summer holidays for the local elections; we will
let you know once this has been confirmed for us.

Board of Management:- We wish the best of luck to our newly appointed Board of Management who
will operate until November 2027. Thank you to the outgoing Board for their great work over the past
few years. Further details are available on our website.

Parents’ Association:- Best wishes also to our newly formed Parents’ Association committee who had
their AGM at the end of January. Thank you to the outgoing committee for their wonderful work and
support over the last while. All parents are invited to get involved and offer their support for
upcoming events; this is a great way to support your child’s whole school experience.

Enrolment:- Enrolment for September 2024 is now open, closing date is February 23, Enrolment forms
and relevant information are available on our website killoens.ie. Enquiries to school office at

0433323352 or by email to office@killoens.ie. Please pass this information on to anyone to whom it may

be relevant.


http://killoens.ie/
mailto:office@killoens.ie

Parking around school grounds:- Health and Safety of pupils is the priority for everyone, so we ask
you all to park with consideration for others around the school grounds. Please make sure that the
school buses have full access to enter and exit the premises morning and evening. We advise people
to reverse park at the spaces along the roadside to increase visibility when leaving the grounds.
Please avoid parking up on footpaths, it is important for pupils to have safe access to these at all
times. Children should be collected from the school gate, especially younger age groups, to avoid
them walking through areas where they may be unseen to drivers. We also ask that everyone avoids
parking along the new footpath area, it is important to leave the footpath clear and the grass areas
intact please.

School Attendance:- It is important that children attend school each day. However, if you have any
doubts about your child’s health please keep them at home. When a child is absent from school it is
important to provide an explanation note, otherwise this absence will be recorded as unexplained.
Please keep the Aladdin Connect app up to date to explain all absences. Please contact the school to
notify if a child is being collected early, all entry and exit should take place through the front doors via
the office for this.

Website:- We invite everyone to visit our website killoens.ie to keep up to date with what is happening
in classes around the school. Each class has their own section which they keep refreshed with new
content and pictures of all the work and fun throughout the weeks! A link to the app for our website can
be found via Schools Ireland, it looks as follows:
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Sacraments:- Dates have been set for both Confirmation and for First Holy Communion to be celebrated
in St. Mary’s Church Ennybegs.

Confirmation - Friday April 26t at 3 pm.

First Holy Communion — Saturday May 18tat 12 noon. (First Confession at 7pm on Thursday March 7t)

World Book Day + La Glas:- Every child was given a voucher as part of World Book Day, which will be
celebrated here on Thursday March 7+ with a dress up day as their favourite book character. As part of
Seachtain na Gaeilge, we are inviting all children to wear green on March 15+ for L3 Glas, a chance to
organize the outfit for St. Patrick’s Day!

Bring and Buy Sale:- The date of Thursday March 21+ has been set for this event, where children get to
bring in items from home to be sold as a fundraiser for the school and a local good cause. Please start
storing up your unwanted toys and items for this, further details to follow!

Uniform:- It is important that children wear full school uniform each day and PE tracksuit on the
appropriate day as outlined by the class teacher. Please ensure that children have ties and school
jumpers, all items of school clothing and training gear should be labelled clearly to avoid being mislaid.




School Lunches:- We are awaiting the release of a new app for our hot meals scheme; this should be
ready in the coming months. The pupils are all encouraged to bring healthy lunch snacks each day as well
as this, please ensure treats are not sent as part of this. The children are enjoying their meals and there
is great excitement every day to see what the black box contains!

Internet Safety Week:- The children engaged in a number of activities relating to this last week, and we
welcomed in a guest speaker from the Garda Siochdna about internet safety for a number of our classes.
Children should not have mobile phones at school, and we encourage all households to discuss internet
safety with your children as a follow on to this.

Sports:- Well done to all of our teams who competed in the Indoor Hurling, this is always a very popular

and enjoyable competition. Our GAA teams are out training already for the year ahead, we have coaches
in school for both GAA and tag rugby and we have plenty of different activities to look forward to for the
year ahead!

Quiz Stars:- Well done to our school teams who competed and performed very well in both the Credit
Union quiz and the Community Games quizzes. We also welcomed in our past pupils Ryan, Gerard,
Tommy and Conor who won last year’s All-Ireland Scér final and they gave us some tips on how to
improve as quizzers during their visit.

Busy Term so far:-

e So far this term, a number of classes have visited the Backstage Theatre. Special mention to the
‘Making Waves’ show which catered for some of our pupils from the Sonas classes as well.

e We had a lovely week for Catholic Schools Week, where we had a huge crowd for our annual
Grandparents Day. It is always wonderful to see the big smiles on the faces of the children and
adults on this day, as we hear many stories from the schooldays of old and enjoy a cup of tea
with some friends and neighbours afterwards.

e Our school Christmas dash collected €561 which was donated to the worthy local cause of St.
Joseph’s day care activities fund. The children were asked to nominate a cause, and this was the
chosen option for this occasion. Thank you to all the children and staff for contributing, and
thanks to Josie Rowley for coming in to tell us all about the wonderful work St. Joseph’s do for
our elderly community. A great lesson for all about empathy and kindness.

e This week leading up to mid-term was Friendship week, where pupils played board games
together and made a contribution to the Special Olympics fund.

e The children from 3 and 4t class have commenced their swimming lessons.

e The children in 5%/6t class are involved in Scratch coding lessons and some classes are engaging
in a variety of IT based projects too.

e The children are in the early stages of preparations for school Scor, where many talents will be
showcased over the different categories in our semi-final on February 29t

e Tin whistle lessons are ongoing for 2 — 5t class, which will be important for our School Band
preparations!

Kind Regards,

K. Mollaghan



