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Magherafelt Integrated Nursery School Controlled Integrated Nursery School 
32A Castledawson Road Admissions No: 26 (Full-time), 104 (Part-time) 
Magherafelt Full-time Session: 9:00am – 1:30pm 
BT45 6PA Part-time Morning Session: 9:00am – 11:30am 

 Part-time Afternoon Session: 12:30pm – 3:00pm 

 Telephone: 028 7963 2981 
Principal: Mrs L Whiteside, BEd Hons, Adv Dip ECS E-mail: info@magherafeltins.magherafelt.ni.sch.uk    
Chair of Board of Governors: Mrs SJ Knox Website: www.magherafeltintegratednurseryschool.com 

Open Day: Our Open Day will be held on Saturday 3 January 2026. Please consult our school website 
www.magherafeltintegratednurseryschool.com for further information about our school. 
 
Magherafelt Integrated Nursery School places children of all backgrounds, cultures, beliefs and abilities at the centre of our 
nurturing, welcoming and inclusive ethos. With our vision of “Exploring, Learning and Celebrating Together” we are intentional 
in our commitment to the ‘Statement of Principles’ for Integrated Education (see website) and partnering together, we strive 
to interweave ‘equality,’ ‘faith and values’,  ‘social responsibility’ and ‘parental involvement’ into the educational journey of 
our children. 
 
The Integrated Education Act (NI) 2022 defines “Integrated Education” as education together in an integrated school, of 
a.      ‘those of different cultures and religious beliefs and of none, including reasonable numbers of both Protestant and 

Catholic children or young persons; 
b.      ‘those who are experiencing socio-economic deprivation and those who are not; and 
c.      ‘those of different abilities.’ 
 
Accordingly, the Board of Governors of Magherafelt Integrated Nursery School continue to strive to bring together and 
educate children from different community and religious backgrounds (whether practising or not) and has a duty to monitor 
the balance of the pupils in each academic year. 
  
A. For parents/guardians applying for a place via the Education Authority's online application you will be prompted to and 
must select your child's religious affiliation when completing the form; 
B. For parents/guardians applying using a paper application you must also provide written confirmation of your religious 
affiliation/community background (Catholic, Protestant, Other / None) directly to our school by Wednesday 21 January if 
applying in January 2026. 
 
If the parents/guardians do not supply this required information, then the Board of Governors will treat the application as being 
from those in the community who describe themselves as being from the Other/None category. 

 
Respective Functions of the Board of Governors and the Principal in relation to admissions. 
The Board of Governors will determine the Admissions Criteria. The criteria will be applied by the Principal on behalf of the 
Board of Governors. It is the responsibility of the parent(s)/guardian(s) to ensure that all information pertaining to their child 
and relevant to the school’s admissions criteria is detailed in the online application, with supporting documents submitted (e.g. 
birth certificate, evidence of Social Disadvantage). 

 
Article 16 of the 1997 Education Order as amended requires Boards of Governors to provide for all children resident in Northern 
Ireland at the time of their proposed admission to the school to be selected for admission to the school before any child not 
so resident may be selected for admission. 

 
Admissions Criteria 
A timetable of pre-school admissions procedures setting out the dates by which an application is to be submitted is available 
at www.eani.org.uk/admissions under ‘Pre-School Admissions’. During the admissions procedure when applying the criteria 
punctual applications will be considered before late applications are considered. 

 

The application procedure opens on 07 January 2026 at 12noon (GMT) and an application submitted by the closing date of 21 
January 2026 at 12noon (GMT) will be treated as a punctual application. An application received after 12noon (GMT) on 21 
January 2026 will be treated as a late application. 

 

As the pre-school admissions procedure is in two stages the timetable also specifies the relevant dates at Stage 2 which will 
determine if an application is to be considered as punctual or late. 

 
  

http://www.eani.org.uk/admissions
http://www.magherafeltintegratednurseryschool.com/
http://www.eani.org.uk/admissions


Admissions criteria for entry September 2026  

Updated November 2025       www.eani.org.uk/admissions 
  

Admissions criteria to be used in the event of the school being oversubscribed. The criteria are listed in order of priority. 
 

Statutory Criteria 
 

Children will be admitted according to the following statutory criteria: 
1. Children from socially disadvantaged circumstances in their final pre-school year who were born: 

 on or between 2 July 2022 and 1 July 2023 (inclusive) and whose parents have not exercised their right to defer their 
child’s entry to primary school; or, 
 on or between 1 April 2022 and 1 July 2022 (inclusive) or were due to be born on or between those dates but were 
born earlier; and, 

• have not attended or are not currently attending a funded pre-school setting under the Pre-School 
Education Programme as a target aged child; and, 
• that child’s parent has completed a request to defer their child starting P1 until September 2027. 

 
Note: Children from ‘socially disadvantaged circumstances’ means a child whose parent has an entitlement to (i) Income 
Support, or (ii) Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or (iii) Income related Employment and Support Allowance, or (iv) 
Universal Credit. When parents apply for places for their child on this basis they must provide Benefit Verification to confirm 
that they have an entitlement. The application procedure for Pre-School will outline how Benefit Verification can be 
submitted. 

 
2. Children not from socially disadvantaged circumstances (as defined above) who are in their final pre-school year (as 

defined by criterion 1). 
 

and who at the time of their proposed admission will not have a pre-school education place, whether full-time or part-time, at 
another school or any other premises. 
 
Sub-criteria 
 
In the event of oversubscription on the application of the statutory criteria, then selection for the remaining places will be on 
the application of the sub-criteria in the order set down below. 

Full-time places (26 places) (9am – 1.30pm) (5 days per week) being allocated first as follows:- 
 

a. Children who have indicated Magherafelt Integrated Nursery School as a first preference. Those whose form indicates 
a first preference will be selected before those whose form indicates a second or subsequent preference, second 
preferences will be selected before third or subsequent preferences etc. 

b. ‘Children Looked After’, defined by the Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995 as children ‘who are in the care of a Trust 
or who are provided with accommodation by the Trust’ 

c. Final selection will be determined according to the following criteria - a randomised selection. This order was 
determined by a randomised selection of letters, witnessed independently. 

N   B   J   A   Mac   O   W   I   M   V   P   Mc   Q   G   C   Y   X   K   D   L   E   H   F   S   Z   T   R   U 

In the event of two surnames beginning with the same initial letter, the subsequent letter of the surname will be used 
in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the alphabetical letters of the first forename appearing on 
the birth certificate will be used. 

 
Part-time places (104 places) (9am – 11.30am or 12.30pm – 3pm) (5 days per week) will then be allocated in the order set 
out below:- 

 
a. Children in their final pre-school year who have listed Magherafelt Integrated Nursery School as their first preference. 

Those whose form indicates a first preference will be selected before those whose form indicates a second or subsequent 
preference, second preferences will be selected before third or subsequent preferences etc. 

b. Children currently attending Magherafelt Integrated Nursery School. 
c. ‘Children Looked After’, defined by the Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995 as children ‘who are in the care of a Trust 

or who are provided with accommodation by the Trust’ 
d. Final selection will be determined according to the following criteria – a randomised selection. This order was 

determined by a randomised selection of letters, witnessed independently. 

N   B   J   A   Mac   O   W   I   M   V   P   Mc   Q   G   C   Y   X   K   D   L   E   H   F   S   Z   T   R   U 

 In the event of two surnames beginning with the same initial letter, the subsequent letter of the surname will be used 
in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the alphabetical letters of the first forename appearing on 
the birth certificate will be used. 
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Non-Statutory Criterion 
 

3. Children who were born: 
 

• on or between 1 April 2022 - 1 July 2022 (inclusive), or were due to be born on or between those dates 
but were born earlier; and, 

• and have attended or are currently attending a funded pre-school setting under the Pre-School 
Education Programme as a target aged (not penultimate aged) child; and, 

• that child’s parent has completed a request to defer their child starting P1, or 

• on or between 2 July 2023 and 1 July 2024 (inclusive); or, 
• on or between 1 April 2023 and 1 July 2023 (inclusive) or were due to be born on or between those dates but were 

born earlier; and that child’s parent has completed a request to defer their child starting P1 until September 2028. 
 

Tie Breaker – Non Statutory Criterion 3 
Children within Criterion 3 will be selected in Chronological Order of Age – eldest child first and priority will be given to those 
whose parent(s)/guardian(s) have listed Magherafelt Integrated Nursery School as first preference. In the event of two or more 
children having the same DOB, the above random selection of letters will be used. 

 
Duty to Verify 
The Board of Governors reserves the right to require such supplementary evidence as it may determine necessary to support 
or verify any information on the application form. 

 
The provision of false or incorrect information or the failure to provide verifying documents according to the required deadline 
may result in either the withdrawal of a place or the inability for Magherafelt Integrated Nursery School to offer a place. 

 
Waiting List Policy 
Should a vacancy arise after 19 May 2026, all applications for admission to nursery that were initially refused, new applications 
late applications and applications where new information has been provided will be treated equally and the published criteria 
applied. The waiting list will be kept under review and updated according to new information / new applications received. It 
will remain in place until the end of the academic year. Governors have delegated the drawing up of the admissions waiting 
list to the Principal/Acting Principal. 
 
 

Applications and Admissions to Pre-School – FULL TIME 
 

Year Total Applica�ons Total Admissions 
2025/2026* 92 30 

 
Applications and Admissions to Pre-School – PART TIME 

 
Year Total Applica�ons Total Admissions 

2025/2026* 148 104 
 

*The Total Admissions for year 2025/2026 includes all pre-school children admitted to the pre-school including those who 
have a statement of special educational needs and/or may be attending SPiMS. 
(SPiMS = Specialist Provision in Mainstream School) 

http://www.eani.org.uk/admissions

	Respective Functions of the Board of Governors and the Principal in relation to admissions.
	Admissions Criteria
	Admissions criteria to be used in the event of the school being oversubscribed. The criteria are listed in order of priority.
	Full-time places (26 places) (9am – 1.30pm) (5 days per week) being allocated first as follows:-
	N   B   J   A   Mac   O   W   I   M   V   P   Mc   Q   G   C   Y   X   K   D   L   E   H   F   S   Z   T   R   U
	Part-time places (104 places) (9am – 11.30am or 12.30pm – 3pm) (5 days per week) will then be allocated in the order set out below:-
	N   B   J   A   Mac   O   W   I   M   V   P   Mc   Q   G   C   Y   X   K   D   L   E   H   F   S   Z   T   R   U
	Non-Statutory Criterion
	Tie Breaker – Non Statutory Criterion 3
	Duty to Verify
	Waiting List Policy

