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RESPECTIVE FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS AND PRINCIPAL IN RELATION TO ADMISSIONS

The Board of Governors draws up the admissions criteria and delegates to the Principal, the responsibility
for applying these criteria. Any reference herein to the term the Board of Governors includes the Principal
appointed by the Board of Governors for the purposes of applying the admissions criteria.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA

During the admissions procedure when applying the criteria punctual applications will be considered
before late applications are considered. The application procedure opens on 10 January 2025 at 12noon
(GMT) and an application submitted by the closing date of 24 January 2025 at 12noon (GMT) will be
treated as a punctual application. An application received after 12noon (GMT) on 24 January 2025 and
up to 4 pm on 29 January 2025 will be treated as a late application, this is also the last date and time for
processing a change of preference in exceptional circumstances. After 4 pm on 29 January 2025 no
applications will be processed until after the close of procedure on 9 April 2025.

COMPULSORY SCHOOL AGE

Any child who reaches their 4th birthday on or before 1st July 2025 is of Compulsory School Age. Under
the School Age (NI) Act which became law in Northern Ireland in April 2022, ‘compulsory school age’ also
includes those children who deferred commencing Primary 1 in September 2024 as defined by the new
School Age (NI) Act (both groups to be treated equally).

Priority will be given to children resident in Northern Ireland at the time of their proposed admission to
the school before those who are not so resident.

The following children will be eligible to apply for Year 1 in September 2024:

Children born on or between 1 April 2019 and 1 July 2019 (inclusive) and children born before 1 April 2019
but with a due date on or after 1 April 2019 whose parents deferred their admission to primary school in
September 2023.

These children will have deferred entry from September 2023 and are eligible to apply for Year 1 in
September 2024. It is essential that primary schools are advised to include them in their eligibility criteria in
the same manner as all other eligible children applying for Year 1. They should be treated in the same manner
as all other Year 1 applicants.

Children born on or between 2 July 2019 and 31 March 2020 (inclusive and whose due date was not after 1
April 2020)
These children are not eligible to defer entry to Year 1 and should apply for Year 1 admissions.

Children born on or between 1 April 2020 and 1 July 2020 (inclusive), and children born before 1 April 2020
but whose due date on or after this date.

Parents of these children can apply for Year 1 or they may decide to defer and apply for pre-school. They are
not permitted to apply for both a pre-school and Year 1 place.
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The Principal will apply the following criteria in the order indicated to identify which children should be
admitted either at initial admission to education or on transfer from another school.

1. Children who reside in Ballinderry Parish at the date of the application.

Children who have a child of the family enrolled at the school at the date of the application.

3. Children who reside in Ballinderry Parish at the date of the application and for whom Derrychrin PS
is the nearest Catholic Maintained primary school. For purposes of measuring, we will use Google
Maps and measurement will be by way of walking distance.

4. Children for whom the school is the Catholic Maintained primary school nearest to their normal
place of residence at the date of the application. For purposes of measuring, we will use Google
Maps and measurement will be by way of walking distance.

N

Tie-Breaker Criteria:
In the event of over-subscription after the above criteria has been applied, children will be selected
using the following tie-breaker criteria in the order of Method B and then Method A.

Method B: - Random selection of Letters: applicants will be ranked based on the initial letters of
their surname as recorded and verified by the entry on the Birth Certificate in the order set out
below:

IQEBXRWYLSAJKDMcCUTVNZPGMFHO

This order was determined by random selection.

In the event of surnames beginning with the same letter the subsequent letters of the surname will
be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the alphabetical order of the
initial of the forename will be used, and if necessary, the subsequent letters of the forenames.

Method A: - Age: children will be ranked by age moving from oldest to youngest as established and
verified by the date of birth recorded on their Birth Certificate.

DUTY TO VERIFY

Applicants should note that they may be required to produce documents verifying their address. This is in
addition to the standard requirement to provide a birth certificate in order to demonstrate whether or not
a child is of compulsory school age. The provision of false or incorrect information or the failure to provide
verifying documents according to the required deadline may result in either the withdrawal of a place or the
inability of a primary school to offer a place.

WAITING LIST POLICY

For the admission of Year 1 children with the appropriate age after the beginning of the school year, and
when the school does not exceed its enrolment number, the criteria used for selecting between applicants
will be the same as Year One entry.

ADMISSION TO P2 — P7

The following criteria will be applied in the order set down 1-2

1. A pupil will be considered for enrolment provided that the school will not exceed its enrolment
number determined by the Department of Education and
2. In the opinion of the Board of Governors their admission would not prejudice the efficient use of

the school's resources.
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Applications and Admissions to Primary 1
Year Total Applications Total Admissions
2022/2023 18 18
2023/2024 23 23
2024/2025 26 26
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