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Principal’s Welcome

I would like to welcome you and your child to Saint Mary’s Primary School.  As a whole school community we look forward to working in partnership with you to make you and your child’s time with us a happy and successful one.

Educational Transition is defined as the process of change that children make from one place to another.  Starting nursery or pre-school is often the first big transition in a child’s life.  The move into Year 1 is the next transition.

Children settle into school life in lots of different ways.  Some children will confidently move into the school, as soon as they come in.  Other children may be nervous and anxious about leaving their parent.  Most children will be somewhere in between.

Children will come with a diversity of individual experiences, attitudes, expectations and developmental differences that need to be acknowledged and considered to ensure each child becomes a fully valued member of their school community.

Please be reassured and try not to worry if your child experiences difficulties – it is part of a child’s development to be anxious, nervous or angry about starting school.  We also recognise that many parents will find this a difficult and sometimes upsetting process.  We hope that we can use our experience to support you and your child in whatever ways suit you.

A positive parent/teacher partnership builds confidence in the child and results in the best outcome.



1. Getting Ready

· Prior to your child starting school we will gather information about your child from you (Data Collection Form) and from other professionals i.e. Nursery/Playschool Transition Report.  If your child has a Special Need we will ask for the most recent Individual Education Plan and or Statement of Educational Special Needs.

“Good liaison between pre-school and primary school is essential to help ensure continuity and progression in children’s learning experiences” (Curricular Guidance for Pre-School Education pg.17, 2007).

· Visit our school website with your child www.stmaryspstempo.com   Click on the various icons, discover many aspects of what we offer, and browse the gallery. We often find that children are more likely to feel confident if they are familiar with the physical environment and are somewhat aware of what to expect.

· Year 1 Induction Morning – attend our induction morning with your child on Wednesday 25th June.  This will provide you and your child with an opportunity to meet the class teacher and classroom assistant.

It also provides you an opportunity to meet the school Principal and other parents whilst your child spends time in their new classroom.


2. Starting School

Our Year 1 pupils will attend school from 9.00am until 11.00am on Thursday 28th August. This helps ensure that the beginning of their time at our school is calm and gives them an opportunity, with their new teacher, to explore the school environment.


3.	Staggered school finishing time:

From Monday 1st September until Friday 26th September Year 1 pupils will finish at 12.45pm.  Your child can have packed lunch or school dinner during these weeks and experience the school dining hall. If your child is not taking packed lunch or dinner during these weeks, your child may be collected at 12.15pm, when lessons conclude for lunch.

w/c 29th September – Year 1 pupils complete their first full school day, finishing at 2.00pm.

3. Communication

Your child’s class teacher is available before school if you have a concern or something you need to have a quick chat about.

At 2.00pm your child’s class teacher often has other commitments/duties.

We try to send home all school letters via email so please ensure your email address is up-to-date with school.

We operate a Text Alert Service for reminders of urgent messages.  Please keep your mobile phone records up-to-date with school.
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