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Closings:		February		Monday 9th - Friday 13th 	 School Closed				
SAVE THE DATES
	Event
	Date

	Primary One EA Connect Application Process
	Wednesday 7th January until Wednesday 21st January

	Post-primary EA Connect Application Process
	Tuesday 27th January until Thursday 19th February

	Catholic Schools’ Week
	Monday 26th January until Friday 30th January

	Internet Safety Day
	Tuesday 3rd February

	Penance
	Wednesday 11th March

	Confirmation
	Friday 17th April at 6pm

	Holy Communion
	Saturday 16th May at 11am



Primary One Enrolment: If your child is due to start primary school in September 2026, you can apply online between 12noon on Wednesday 7th January and 12noon on Wednesday 21st January 2025. Applications must be made through the EA website: https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/primary-admissions-guide 
A video is available on the website to explain how to fill in the form. The EA Admission Portal will CLOSE at 12 noon on Wednesday 21st January.
Post-primary Application Process: If you are applying for a place at a post-primary school for your child, starting in September 2025, you can apply online between Tuesday 27th January and Thursday 19th February 2026. Applications must be made through the EA website: https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/post-primary-admissions-guide 
A video is also available on the website to explain how to fill in the form. The EA Admission Portal will CLOSE at 12noon on Thursday 19th February.
Traffic Management:	Pupils should not be dropped off at school before 8.50am. Supervision begins at 8.50am unless pupils arrive earlier on an EA school bus. Our staff car park is for staff only. Please continue to respect this. Thank you sincerely for your compliance in these matters.
Swimming:	We are pleased to inform you that our Primary 7 pupils will be availing of swimming lessons, beginning on Monday 5th January, and continuing until Monday 27th April.
Shared Education:	Our Shared Education programme with Tempo CPS will resume on Wednesday 29th January and will continue on (most) Wednesdays until Wednesday 6th May - Primary 5, 6 and 7 classes only.
Irish Language:	We are pleased to inform you that our Primary 6 and Primary 7 classes will avail of Irish Language lessons on Monday afternoons, provided by MF Learning (funded by FODC), beginning in January 2026.
Scoil Spreagtha:	Miss Maguire will continue to provide Irish Language lessons to Primary 1-5 classes, resuming on Tuesday 12th January. 
Child Protection:	The Designated Child Protection Teacher is Mrs Kelly. Mr Fitzpatrick is the Deputy Designated Child Protection Teacher. Mrs Sheila Breen is the Designated Governor for Child Protection.
Attendance:	Our attendance is completed by 9.30am. Reasons for absence must be noted on our computer system and therefore will be accessible by the Education Welfare Officer. Reasons for Absence can be completed on the school website, via the ‘Reporting School Absence’ link (Notes for absences can still be given to the class teacher).
[bookmark: _Hlk128494393]Healthy Snack and Lunchboxes:	 In adherence to our school’s Health and Nutrition Policy, parents are encouraged to provide their children with a healthy snack for break time, and when children are taking a packed lunch to consider healthy options.
PE uniform:	Sincere appreciation to all parents for supporting our School Council in the implementation of our new PE uniform. Please continue to ensure our pupils wear plain navy shorts and/or plain navy jogging bottoms.
School Website:	Please remember to regularly visit our school website. The school calendar 				for each month is downloadable and can be printed off. The calendar will 				be updated regularly as events arise, so please keep checking. Our 					school website app is now the primary method used to signpost parents to 				news, and also for sending messages. Please keep an eye on this too.  We 				will endeavour to add photos and information as often as possible to our 				website to keep you updated about school life. www.stmaryspstempo.com


We look forward to continuing to work with you, the parents of our pupils, in order to help your children achieve their true potential in all aspects of school.
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