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1st August 2025 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
It is with immense sadness and heavy hearts that we share the news of the passing of our 
beloved colleague and friend, Patricia Gallagher, who worked as an SNA in the Junior Room. 
Patricia passed away after a short illness, and the news has come as a tremendous shock to 
us all.  
She was a kind, gentle and deeply committed member of our school community always 
ready with a warm smile, a helping hand, and a deep care for the children she supported. 
 
While school is currently closed for the summer break, we are acutely aware that this news 
will be very upsetting for many children and families  especially for those who knew and 
worked closely with Patricia. The school will be doing all we can to support the children 
when they return to school.  
 
Staff will be available to talk with pupils, and  will take time to help them process and 
understand this sad news in a sensitive and age-appropriate way. The school will also seek 
support from NEPS (psychologists) if needed. 
 
If any family feels that their child may need additional support, or if you would like to speak 
with us in advance of the return to school, please do not hesitate to reach out. 
Our thoughts are very much with Patricia’s family at this heartbreaking time. She was 
greatly loved by staff, children, and parents alike, and her loss will be deeply felt. 
May she rest in peace. 
 
Warm regards, 
John Carr 
Principal 
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