Developing Language and Thinking Skills
Children learn to speak from modelling from what you- the parent, is saying.  You have brought them this far and now we in St Martin’s are going to give you the magic formula to bring their language to a higher level.
Language is used as a tool to think and develop as an independent learner.  Today you will get a “tool kit”.  It may seem a simple idea but if you can train your child to use this method of open ended questioning and thinking skills you are giving them a wonderful gift.  We will give you some additional information to provide you with some ideas.Play is a vital part of the learning process and children gain tremendous pleasure from the experience.  Asking questions can sometimes be tiresome for the child.  Asking better questions can help children’s development here are some tips to help ask better questions

Start with comments not questions: Asking lots of questions can feel like it’s a test. Make it a conversation. When you talk to your child comment on what they are doing and what is happening instead before as a question.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Using effective questioning is important, asking children what they are doing and what they are making can help promote language development. However be mindful of over questioning children and using closed questions. Open questions will give more answers leading to the exchange of conversations.. Developing language is crucial in helping children develop other skills and can scaffold children’s learning.
The tool kit will provide hints and tips about how to effectively use questions to help your child’s development
Give them time to think: Children need more time than adults to think about what they’ve heard, and to decide what to say back. Give them time to respond, and look at them while you wait.
When asking questions- Get your child’s attention; Face your child or sit down with them. Say their name before you start speaking. Talk about something you can both see in front of you. This helps them to learn what words mean.

