[image: St Josephs Donagh Logo colour]St. Joseph’s Primary School 
400 Denawilt Road, Donagh, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 5BE

Acting Principal: Mrs Sharon Conlon               Email: sconlon259@c2kni.net
Tel: 028 6772 1077                                               Web: www.stjosephsdonagh.com
___________________________________________________________________________
Monday 4th November 

Dear Parent(s),
Please note key dates and information for the next half term. 
[image: Schools NI – Apps on Google Play]We wish our P7 pupils sitting the Post Primary Entrance exams on Saturday 16th November and Saturday 23rd November the very best of luck. We are so proud of you all. 
Please ensure you have the Schools NI app downloaded. You will find all key dates and information for our school on here as well as lots of photos of pupils taking part in various lessons and activities. 
Mrs Conlon

Key Dates for November and December:
Friday 8th November – Shared Education begins for P2/3 and P4/5
Saturday 9th November – Enrolment Mass for First Communion children @ 6.30pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Donagh
Monday 11th- Friday 15th November – Anti-Bullying Week
Tuesday 12th November – Odd Socks Day 
Monday 11th- Friday 15th November – Book Fair 
Saturday 16th November – Post Primary Transfer Test Day 1
Friday 22nd November – Parent/Teacher meetings
Saturday 23rd November – Post Primary Transfer Test Day 2 
Thursday 5th December – P6/7 visit to Ulster American Folk Park 
Friday 6th December – Open Morning for new P1s 
Saturday 7th December – Enrolment Mass for Confirmation children @ 6.30pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Donagh
Thursday 12th December – Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner in school 
Friday 13th December – P4/5/6/7 Panto in Armagh 
Saturday 14th December – Advent Mass for First Communion children in St. Patrick’s Church, Donagh at 6.30pm 
P1/2/3 Christmas Trip to be confirmed. 
Tuesday 17th December – School Show– more details to follow
Friday 20th December – Half Day (School closes at 11.30am.) There will be no Breakfast Club, snack, dinner or buses on this day.

School re-opens for pupils on Monday 6th January 2025.

Any other events will be communicated by text as and when arranged.

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 
November 11th-15th is Anti Bullying week. The theme for the week is ‘Choose Respect!’ On Tuesday 12th November, all children are encouraged to wear odd socks to celebrate our individual uniqueness. During the week the children will engage in a range of activities to raise awareness of bullying. 
You can find out more at: https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2024-choose-respect/anti-bullying-week-2024-choose-respect

MUSIC 
[image: ]£10 Music money for November and December is now due for Tuesday classes with Pat McCabe. Please send money into school in an envelope labelled with the child/children’s names. 

BOOK FAIR 
The school Book Fair will be in the school next week. Parents can come in and browse/purchase books from 2-3pm. Alternatively, you can send in money with your child and they can purchase a book from a member of staff. 

GAA COACHING
Pat Cadden will continue to deliver GAA Coaching to our pupils in P4-7 every Monday. 

FODC DAILY MILE AND FUNDAMENTAL SKILLS
Tara from Fermanagh and Omagh District Council has been working with pupils every Wednesday to complete the Daily Mile/Fundamental Skills. This will continue until Christmas. 


LISNASKEA FEIS WINNERS
Well done to all the girls and boys who represented our school so well at Lisnaskea Feis. 

               [image: ][image: ] 

BREAKFAST CLUB AND AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
The Breakfast and Afterschool Clubs are both going well this term. The children are really enjoying the range of fun activities going on in both clubs. Remember to send in the money for both clubs in an envelope with your child’s name clearly written on it. 
SHARED EDUCATION
Primary 2/3 and Primary 4/5 will take part in the Shared Education Programme with St. Mary’s P.S. and Newtownbutler P.S. this year. The focus for the programme will be Learning Through Play and Activity Based Learning. This will begin on Friday the 8th November for both classes and will run for 4 weeks. They will travel to Newtownbutler P.S. each Friday via bus. 
SHARED HISTORY PROGRAMME
As part of a Shared History Programme, P6/7 will have the opportunity to go on three educational visits with St. Mary’s P.S. and Newtownbuter P.S. over the next two terms. These trips will be the Ulster American Folk Park, Enniskillen Workhouse and Cavan Museum. More details to follow. 
PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS Your child’s class teacher will be in contact with a time and date to meet over the next few weeks. 
SCHOOL SHOW 
[image: ]We will have two school shows (P1/2/3and P4/5/6/7) in school on Tuesday 17th December. Rehearsals for these will begin in mid-November. All parents and family members are invited to come along and support the pupils. 
PTFA STREET COLLECTON
A very sincere thank-you to everyone who helped out and contributed to the street collection in October. An amazing £1800 was raised for school funds. Thank you to our PTFA for their time and hard work organising and running these events. 
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