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January Newsletter
Monday 12th January, 2026
Dear Parent/Carer(s),
On behalf of all the staff in St. Joseph’s P.S., I would like to wish you all a very Happy and Healthy New Year! A sincere thank-you to you all for the wonderful support of our Christmas school fundraiser. We raised an amazing £1900.69 for school funds. A word of thanks also to all the parents, friends of the school and local businesses who so kindly donated money, vouchers and prizes for our school draw. We really appreciate it all. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Well done to our School Council who raised an amazing £150 for St. Vincent de Paul. The School Council, along with Miss Keenan, presented a cheque to Ogi Cadden in December for St. Vincent de Paul. 
MUSIC 
[image: ]£10 is now due for music lessons classes with Pat McCabe for January/February. All pupils are encouraged to participate in these lessons. Please send money into school in an envelope labelled with the child/children’s names. 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2026
Catholic School’s Week 2026 takes place from Sunday 18th – Saturday 24th January. It celebrates the extraordinary call to holiness in the midst of ordinary life. Inspired by Pope Francis’s reflection on Saint Carlo Acutis, this year’s theme invites pupils, teachers, families, and parishes to explore the call to holiness as something both universal and accessible. Holiness is not for a few, but for all; not reserved for religious professionals or mystics, but for every student, teacher, parent, (and grandparent!) living each day in friendship with Jesus Christ. 
STUDENT PLACEMENTS 
We welcome James Flynn who will be completing his teaching placement in P2/3 for the next 9 weeks. Ciara McNally will join us on work experience in February for a 6-week block. We hope they both enjoy their time in St. Joseph’s. 


KEY DATES FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
Monday 5th January – Term 2 Gaelic Coaching with Dearbhla begins for all classes
Wednesday 7th January – Core Kids PE commences for Term 2 for all classes.
Wednesday 7th January – Core Kids Afterschool Club commences for Term 2 for P3-7.
Wednesday 7th January – Applications open for new P1 pupils for September 2026. Applications close on Wednesday 21st January at 12pm. 
Friday 9th January – Irish lessons with Roisin McQuaid continue for all classes
Saturday 10th January – P4 Preparation Mass for First Holy Communion in Donagh at 6.30pm 
Tuesday 13th January – ICT Club for Primary 3 (4-week block) and Connected Kids Club begins for P4/5 (4-week block)
Thursday 15th January – P1/2/3 will attend Mass at 10am in Donagh 
Saturday 17th January – Enrolment Mass for pupils making their Confirmation at 6.30pm in Donagh 
Monday 19th January – Catholic Schools Week begins.
Thursday 22nd January – P6/7 Assembly at 10am to celebrate Grandparents Day. All parents/grandparents/family members invited. 
Friday 23rd January – Mass for Catholic Schools Week in St. Patrick’s Church, Donagh at 10am. 
Monday 26th February – FODC Bird Feeder Workshops for P2 and P3
Tuesday 27th January – P7 Post Primary Admissions Portal opens online at 12noon and closes on Thursday 19th February at 12noon. 
Monday 9th – 13th February – MID-TERM BREAK – school closed 
Tuesday 17th February – Connected Kids Clubs commences for P6/7 (6-week block) and Baking Club commences for P4 (6-week block)
Thursday 19th February – Photographer in school
Thursday 19th February – REACH Programme begins for P3-7 pupils in school (5-week block)
Saturday 21st February – P4 Preparation Mass for First Holy Communion at 6.30pm in Donagh
Wednesday 25th February – ‘Love for Life’ Information Session for parents in conjunction with St. Macartan’s PS, Aghadrumsee at 7pm 
Thursday 26th February – First Confessions for P4 pupils at 7pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Donagh
Wednesday 4th March – Service of Light for Confirmation children in Donagh at 7pm
Thursday 5th March – World Book Day – pupils are all encouraged to dress up as their favourite character
Thursday 12th March – P7 Confirmation Retreat to Lough Derg.
Monday 16th March – Staff Training Day – School closed to pupils 
Tuesday 17th March – School closed for St. Patrick’s Day 
Friday 20th March – Confirmation in Newtownbutler at 6pm  
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