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Principal’s Welcome
Dear Year 8 Pupil
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to St. Patrick’s High School and I am delighted that
you have chosen our school for your Post-Primary education. St Patrick’s High School, as a
Catholic and La Sallian school places great emphasis on our Christian values of inclusion,
mutual respect, truth and justice. You belong to a community where we are proud of our
school and all it stands for. Here, you will always be treated with respect and your success, no
matter how small, will always be celebrated.
All our efforts, our work and our endeavours revolve around the fulfilment of each pupil’s
potential, academically, socially, spiritually and emotionally. We have the highest
expectations for you, and for each pupil in our care. During the next few years you will be
encouraged, supported and challenged to fulfil your potential.
We recognise that the transition from primary to post-primary education is a crucial period for both you and for your parents, and
we want you to enjoy the many changes that this process brings. However, we also recognise that along with the excitement of
these new beginnings, you may feel a little anxious as you adapt to changes in school size, new subjects and how they are taught. In
St Patrick’s High School, you will find a supportive and caring pastoral system where your learning will be nurtured and developed.
Each pupil within the community of St Patrick’s is in the care of a Form Teacher who is guided by their Year Head. You will find all
staff are committed, caring and professional.
As a Year 8 pupil in our school, you begin an exciting journey into post primary education and we are delighted that you have
chosen our school in which to make the journey. As your new Principal, this is a journey that we will begin together.
I wish you happiness and success in St Patrick’s High School.

F. Moore

Mr C Furphy - Senior Teacher for Transition
Dear Year 8 Student
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to St. Patrick’s High School. I hope that this
Student Handbook will prove to be both informative and helpful as you start your educational
journey with us.
I feel privileged to be able to help with your transition from primary to secondary school. I am
really looking forward to supporting you at such a crucial stage in your school career.

I am pleased to say that everyone here in St. Patrick’s High School is on hand to support you
every step of the way and to ensure that you settle into High School as smoothly and easily
as possible.
In addition to learning in the classroom, I would encourage all Year 8 students to get fully involved in the extensive array of extra-curricular
activities that are offered at St Patrick’s High School.
The important thing to remind yourself is that you are already familiar with your new surroundings, having taken part in a world class transitional
process over the last number of years.
I look forward to seeing you again in September.

C. Furphy

Mrs A O’Connor - Head of Year 8
Dear Year 8 Pupil
As Head of Year 8, I am excited and honoured to welcome you, our brand new
pupils, to St Patrick’s High School. It is my aim to get to know you as quickly as
possible.
You are about to embark on a whole new chapter of your life and whilst I know it
can be exciting, I appreciate that it can be an anxious time too. I can assure you
that the staff are here to support you and together with your Form Teacher, I will
be with you every step to ensure your transition is as smooth as possible.
Remember you are already part of our amazing learning community and this is just
the next stage so please don’t worry!
I hope this booklet will be of great help and reassurance to you and I suggest you
take time to read it over the Summer and bring it to school with you on the first
day when you will be given the opportunity to go through it with your Form
Teacher.
We look forward to your positive, fresh energy in September but in the meantime have fun shopping for your new stationary and uniform.
May I take this opportunity to wish you and your family a relaxing and enjoyable Summer!

A. O’Connor

Year 8 Form Teachers - 2020/21
Mr P Hicks: 8/07

Miss S Dillon: 8/24

Mrs Finn-Thompson: 8/11

Mrs K Henderson: 8/25

Mrs E King: 8/34

Mr J Feeney: 8/47

B Bean UíEireamhóin: 8/54

Year 8 Pastoral Team

Mrs McKenna
(Vice Principal)

Mrs Lundy
(Vice Principal)

Mr Furphy
(Senior Teacher for
Transition)

Mrs Moriarty
(SENCO)

Mrs O’Connor
(Year 8 Year Head)

Junior Leadership Team
From Grace McKenna & Ethan McGarvey
Hello Year 8’s, Welcome to St. Patrick’s! We
welcome you to our school, which is now your
school! We hope you will enjoy your time here,
although you had a diﬀerent end to P7, we really
hope we will be getting back to some form of
normality in September. If you have any questions
never hesitate to ask! We are happy to help.

St. Patrick’s Mission Statement
“Our Daily Mission is Excellence Every Day for Every Child
As a Catholic school in partnership with parents and the
community, St. Patrick’s seeks to provide children of all
abilities with a secure, caring, stimulating and happy
environment founded on values of hard work, personal
integrity and quality learning and where all students are
encouraged to develop their talents and character and to
contribute positively to home, school, church and society.”
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Excellence Every Day for Every Child

School Uniform
Girls: Years 8-12 Inclusive
Grey straight skirt (black vent, half lining, one side pocket with zip)
to be worn below the knee
- Blue polyester blouse
- School Clip on tie (blue and gold stripe)
- Two pairs maroon socks - ‘slouch’ socks are not acceptable (maroon tights
after
Halloween until Easter)
- School Blazer
- Maroon (only) jacket/overcoat (optional)
- Hairbands etc. (white, black, maroon or blue only)
- Schoolbag
- Plain, black shoes

Boys: Years 8-12 Inclusive
-

Charcoal grey trousers (not cords or canvas)
Two blue polyester shirts
School clip-on tie (blue & gold stripe)
Maroon sweater (optional), v-neck with school crest
Black shoes (not trainers or boots)
Two pairs grey/black socks
School blazer
Grey (only) jacket/overcoat (optional)
Schoolbag

Physical Education

Boys
Short sleeved training top
Maroon shorts
St Patrick's sports socks
Half zip torc top (optional)
Trainers & football boots
Towel, mouth guard, kit bag

Girls
Sky blue polo shirt with school crest
Navy gym skort
St Patrick's sports socks
(knee or ankle height)
School half zip top (optional)
Trainers & football boots
Towel, mouth guard, kit bag

Please label all PE kit with pupil's name
No jewellery should be worn in PE class

Available from www.oneills.com

General Appearance
1. Pupils may wear only one pair of small stud earrings, one in each earlobe only, and a signet ring.
Facial and tongue jewellery is forbidden.
2. In the interests of health and safety, the heels of girls shoes should be no higher than 1.5”/3.75cm

3. Regulations regarding makeup:
i.

Makeup, including nail varnish, is deemed inappropriate and is therefore forbidden.

ii. Fake tan is deemed inappropriate and should not be worn.

4. Pupils should always endeavour to have a high standard of personal appearance and pay particular
attention to personal hygiene.

5. Hair must always be clean, neat and tidy; unnatural hair colours/extensions are not permitted.

6. Blazers must be worn at all times except when in the classroom.

“Correct school uniform demonstrates respect and pride, displays neatness and proves a willingness
to conform with authority and raise standards.”

Primary - Secondary Collaboration
Primary pupils in our
learning community take part
in activities within a range of
subjects to help ease the
transition into secondary
school life.

Open Night

Year 8 Curriculum 2020

English
Subject strands of English, Irish (in
Irish speaking schools) and
Media Education.

Mathematics
Mathematics and Financial Capability.

The Arts
Subject strands of Art and Design,
Music and Drama.

7 classes

7 classes

Art: 2 classes
Music: 2 classes

Learning for Life & Work
Personal Development, Home
Economics, Local & Global
Citizenship and Employability.

Modern Languages Any
official language of the
European Union (other than English
and, in IM schools, Irish).

2 classes

2 classes

Environment & Society
Subject strands of Geography and
History.
History: 3 classes
Geography: 3 classes

Science & Technology
Subject strands of Science, ICT and
Technology Design.

Physical Education Athletics,
Dance, Games and Gymnastics.

Religious Education
Religious beliefs, practices and values.

T&D: 2 classes
ICT: 2 classes
Science: 5 classes

2 classes

3 classes

Our Catholic Ethos

Human & Christian Education
Teaching as a
vocation

In & By
Association

“St. Patrick’s, is a La Sallian school and seeks to

Five Truths of a

lived experience.”

La Salle School

make the vision of St. John the Baptist de la Salle a

The La Salian School
is outward Looking

Gospel Values

Break & Lunch Time
At St. Patrick’s we use a ‘cashless’
dining hall system. This means that
you don’t
hand over cash at the till. Pupils topup
their accounts at machines like this.
On your first day at St. Patrick’s, you
will be given a four-digit PIN number
to use at the till every day.
At break time
(10:45am - 11:00am)
each day you will be
able to socialise
with
your friends.
If the weather is
good, Year 8 pupils
go
outside to the
Glazed
Courtyard. When it is
raining, you will have
your break in the
studio.

Lunch: 12:10pm 12:45pm
The school dining
hall provides a wide
range of food from
snack items such as
panini, sausages or
chips to main courses
like lasagne, chicken
curry or Irish stew.
A salad counter
provides fresh
salads, wraps and
fruit.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities

Key tasks for pupils
Recording homework in homework diary;
Making sure homework is done for the
correct day;
Making sure you have everything you
need to do the homework;
Remember to take the homework to school on
the correct day

Tips for Parents
Establish a routine for homework with your
child. The best time is after a short break
when your child returns from school: get it
out of the way early and leave the rest of the
evening free;
Agree with your child that TV, playing
sport, Youth Club, phone-calls etc., will only
be allowed after homework is completed;
Encourage your child to unpack and pack his/
her bag in an organised way;
Oﬀer support but don‛t do it for them.
Sign your child‛s homework.
Encourage your child to record homework
carefully. Pupils don‛t always remember what
‘ﬁnish stuﬀ‛ means!

Remember...
Students who regularly complete homework are more successful in
exams; Presentation is important. Always do your homework as
carefully as you can; Reward yourself for working hard.

What our current Year 8 pupils say...
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