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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We start our Newsletter on a sad note as we say 

‘Goodbye’ to one of our SNA’s Mariola Horgan. 

Mariola has been with us since 2022. In September, 

the school was granted 16 EAL SNA hours, which 

Mariola covered. These hours were granted on a 

term-to-term basis. Unfortunately, due to the 

recent relocation of some Ukrainian families, we will 

not be receiving these hours for Term 3. As a result, 

we are very sorry to be losing Mariola from our 

team. She has been a valued member of staff, and 

we are grateful for her hard work and contribution 

over the past few years. We wish her all the very best 

and hope to work with her again in the future.  

Term 2 has been a very busy one with the 

celebration of Pancake Tuesday, Seachtain na 

Gaeilge, World Book Day, Mother’s Day, Active 

Schools Week and St. Patrick’s Day to name a few. 

On the 7th of April the pupils of 6th class made their 

Confirmation in Clogher Church, it was a very 

enjoyable day. Many thanks to Bishop Ray Browne 

and Fr. Gearoid Walsh for the lovely ceremony. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank Ms. 

Buckley, for the extraordinary amount of work and 

preparation she did to help our Confirmation 

Candidates become ready to receive this 

Sacrament. Thank you to Ms Broderick and Mrs 

Horgan for their contributions also. Thank you to 

Tracey and Ms O’Sullivan for all their hard work with 

the choir. They sang beautifully and received many 

compliments afterwards.   

Our 2nd Class are busy preparing for their First Holy 

Communion on May 10th under the guidance of 

their teachers Ms. Barry and their parents. We wish 

them all the best in their work and will keep them 

all in our thoughts and prayers. 

We held our Open morning on the 17th and 18th of 

February and we had an extremely successful turn 

out and welcomed lots of new pupils to our school.  

They had a great time and are looking forward to 

visiting us again in June before their big day in 

September. 

Finally, I’d like to wish all pupils, staff and their 

families a very Happy Easter! Stay Safe and enjoy the 

break! 

Looking forward to seeing you all again on April 

25th 2025! 

Le gach dea-ghuí 

Michelle White 

 

Arabella  

We have had a wonderful term in the Arabella class! 

Everyone was eager to return to school after the icy 

weather in January and we got straight back into our 

routine, enjoying time learning together in the 

classroom and spending time with our friends in 

Senior Infants and First Class.  

Earlier this term we welcomed Martin to our 

classroom to teach us all about drumming. The 

children really enjoyed using the instruments and 

learning new songs.  

This term we have celebrated many occasions 

including Grandparents Day, Valentines Day, 

Mother’s Day and now Easter, by reading stories, 

singing songs and creating beautiful art work. We 

have been practising our cooking skills this term, 

making jelly and some delicious fudge. 

We have enjoyed doing different activities with our 

friends in First Class, building Lego and practising 

our ICT skills.  

All of the children loved joining the St. Patrick's Day 

celebrations on the Lá Glas, there was a fantastic 

display of talent from each class.  

We had a wonderful week recently celebrating 



Active Schools Week with Senior Infants and First 

Class, the children enjoyed taking part in all of the 

different activities, tennis, badminton, dance, 

hurling, football, and the obstacle course. Our 

favourite activity of all was definitely the lunchtime 

dance parties!  

We have been enjoying the good weather over the 

last few weeks and taking our learning outside the 

classroom, using the parachute for games and 

drawing with chalk in the yard, and adding to the 

total travelled for our school-wide skipping 

challenge.   

A big thank you to Mrs. White, Ms. Slattery, Anne, 

Tracey, Gina and Marian, and the wider school team, 

for all their help this term.  

The children have all been working hard and 

learning so many new skills, I hope everyone has a 

fun and relaxing break over Easter.  

Wishing you all a wonderful Easter! 

Ms Brennan 

Junior Infants  

What an exciting second term of Junior Infants we 

have had! This term has been so busy and we have 

learnt so much! In phonics we now know 36 sounds 

and are blending so well, that we can read real 

books! We have been working very hard on 

perfecting our cursive letter formation and are so 

proud of our beautiful letters.  

In January we went on a trip to an African market in 

Aistear. It was great fun making different crafts such 

as masks and jewellery to sell in the market. In 

February we really enjoyed playing ‘The Vet’. We 

had some very sick animals who needed a lot of 

different procedures as well as x-rays! Luckily, we 

had lots of very capable vets in our classroom. Some 

children really enjoyed making signs for the 

different parts of the vet surgery such as ‘Waiting 

Room’ and ‘Reception’. We even had a visit from 

two beautiful gentle husky dogs from Serra Husky. 

This term we have had some lovely events. As part 

of ‘Creative Schools’ we focused on the artist 

Jackson Pollock and made some action paintings 

inspired by his work. We combined our paintings 

with paintings made by the Senior Infants children 

to make a beautiful collaborative artwork piece for 

Valentine’s Day. During Seachtain na Gaeilge we 

learnt lots of fun dances, songs and poems. We 

performed some of them for the whole school 

during the ‘Ceolchoirm’. We really enjoyed learning 

some Irish dances in P.E. 

Our theme of ‘Eadaí’ inspired our Aistear theme, in 

March, so we made a washing machine and clothes 

line. We had lots of fun pretending to do the laundry 

in the home corner. For World Book Day, we brought 

in our favourite books from home to show our 

friends. Last week we went on a really special trip to 

Fairtree Village, we had a great day out and the 

weather was beautiful. 

We have had lots of birthdays in Junior Infants this 

term; Shane celebrated his birthday in January, Ava 

May and Hannah had their birthdays in February, in 

March we had Caoimhe’s birthday and Fiadh’s 

birthday is this week. Lá Breithe Shona daoibh! 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter and enjoy the 

well-deserved break.  

Mrs. O’Donnell 

Senior Infants  

What a busy few months we have had here in Senior 

Infants! In Aistear we have learnt all about The Sports 

Shop and The Garden Centre. This month we are 

learning all about how to grow our own plants and 

flowers. We even managed to grow our own 

sunflowers in the classroom before the Easter 

holidays. On our return to school after our ‘Snow 

Days’ we learned all about life in a cold climate 

including discovering why a penguin and a polar 

bear will never meet!  

In February we welcomed the season of Spring. We 

learnt all about the signs of Spring happening 

around us and listened to the story of St. Brigid. We 

were very busy with Pancake Tuesday, Valentines 



Day and Grandparents Day too. This year we were 

very excited to welcome our lovely grandparents, 

parents and friends into our classroom. We made 

some Jackson Pollock inspired artwork with the 

Junior Infants as part of the February Creative 

Schools. You can see our artwork outside our 

classrooms.  

The month of March has been the busiest of them 

all with our Seachtain na Gaeilge celebrations taking 

centre stage. We thoroughly enjoyed our Lá Glas 

and our ceolchoirm in the halla. Everyone 

performed brilliantly and Senior Infants had a 

fantastic time singing our song 'Cúigear Fear ag 

Tógáil Tí'. We were dressed for work on building site 

in our hi-vis vests and hard hats! We also made 

leprechauns for art and learnt all about St. Patrick as 

we got ready for the St. Patrick's Day celebrations. 

Along with all this, we were busy bringing in Easter 

Eggs for our Easter Egg Wall and buying raffle 

tickets for our Amber Flag fundraiser. We were lucky 

to have enough space for all of our Easter eggs in 

the classroom! Senior Infants also really enjoyed 

Active Schools week during which we took part in 

football, tennis, tag rugby, badminton, hurling, 

dance, an obstacle course and an active walkway. 

There are certainly some sports stars in the making 

in our class!  

We took a trip to Fairtree Village along with Junior 

Infants and had a fantastic day in their new outdoor 

classroom, playground area, and village market. We 

heard from a horticulturist and a chef told us all 

about healthy eating.    

Katie and James were our January assembly 

certificate winners while Ben, Éabha and Sam joined 

them in February. March and April winners were 

Séan, Ella, Éamonn, Paddy and Nathan. Well done 

everyone! Star of the Day is still highly sought after 

every day and the whole class have worked really 

hard coming to school and are the February 

Attendance winners. Senior Infants had an 

attendance of 99.2% for the month of February. The 

highest in the school! We have earned a night off 

homework when we come back after Easter!!  

I hope you all have a fantastic Easter break and enjoy 

all the Easter Eggs!  

Cáisc Shona duit.   

Ms Slattery   

 

First Class  

It has been a very busy and exciting few months in 

First Class. In February, we celebrated Grandparents’ 

Day. It was a lovely occasion as we welcomed our 

grandparents into the classroom. Together, we 

worked on jigsaws, performed the Hocaí Pocaí and 

some of our favourite rhymes. We ended the day 

with a prayer service in the halla. It was a lovely way 

to show our appreciation for our grandparents. 

In March, we celebrated Pancake Tuesday with 

pancakes in the classroom. We had great fun 

flipping them and added some delicious toppings. 

We also celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge in March. 

Bhí comhrá againn le rang a 2. Bhíomar ag damhsa 

agus ag canadh agus rinneamar iarracht an Ghaeilge 

a labhairt i rith an lae! Bhaineamar an-taitneamh as 

an tseachtain. 

We have had some exciting art projects recently! We 

were inspired by the abstract works of Kandinsky, 

and the children created their own fabulous artwork, 

full of vibrant shapes and colours. For St. Patrick’s 

Day, we channeled the playful style of Romero Britto, 

resulting in some colourful pieces of art work that 

really brightened up the classroom. 

Active Schools Week was a real highlight this term. 

The children participated in a wide variety of 

activities, including tennis, football, badminton, 

obstacle courses, and hurling, to name a few! It was 

a week full of fun and lots of friendly competition! 

We have also enjoyed learning all about An Cháisc 

and Easter traditions from around the world. It was 

fascinating to discover the different ways people 

celebrate this special time of year. 

It’s been wonderful few months in First Class and we 

look forward to what the final term will bring! 



Wishing everyone a lovely Easter Break! 

Ms O’Sullivan 

 

 Second Class  

We’ve had a very busy and exciting start to 2025 

since returning back to school in January! 

At the start of the term, we took part in weekly 

drumming workshops with musician and 

percussionist Martin Scharer. In PE, we practiced 

and improved our rolls and balances in gymnastics, 

while in maths, we explored various strategies for 

addition! 

February was an exciting and eventful month! We 

were thrilled to welcome Olympian Monika 

Dukarska to our school and enjoyed celebrating 

Valentine’s Day and St. Brigid’s Day. We also 

marked Grandparents Day by interviewing our 

grandparents, creating beautiful artwork, and 

welcoming them into our classroom for a 

memorable celebration. 

During the month of February, the boys and girls 

who will be making their First Holy Communion 

later this year marked their First Confession in St. 

Brendan’s Church, Clogher—a special milestone in 

their journey. Well done to everyone for their hard 

work, and a big thank you to Father Walsh for his 

support. 

In March bhíomar ag ceiliúradh Seachtain na 

Gaeilge. Bhí comhrá againn le rang a 1, bhíomar ag 

damhsa ‘An Dreoilín’, chanamar ‘Míonna na Bliana’ 

agus rinneamar ‘An Haka Gaelach’ le rang a 3! 

Rinneamar an-iarracht an Ghaeilge a labhairt i rith 

an lae chomh maith. Bhí an spóirt againn! 

Active Schools Week took place from 31st March to 

4th April. We had two activities each day including 

football, boxing, dance, hurling, cricket and tennis. 

The week also included a jersey/colours day. What 

a fun filled week it was. 

Other activities we enjoyed this term were a STEM 

workshop with Michelle Culloty, the new Active 

School Walkway, dance in PE, Pancake Tuesday, 

celebrating and learning about St Patrick, as well as 

all things Easter these past few days!  

Have a lovely break! 

Wishing you all a Happy Easter!   

Ms Barry   

 

 Third Class  

What a busy term in 3rd class! We can’t believe it’s 

already Easter. This school year is flying by! 

Looking back, the snow and ice in January feels like 

a distant memory. February was filled with special 

moments when we welcomed our grandparents for 

a beautiful prayer service. We loved showing them 

around our school, performing a song and creating 

wonderful artwork to celebrate the occasion. We 

also marked St. Brigid’s Day by designing colourful, 

patterned drawings inspired by her famous cloak. 

March brought the excitement of Seachtain na 

Gaeilge, a week packed with Gaeilge fun. Bhíomar ag 

damhsa, ag canadh, ag seinm ceoil, agus ag úsáid 

Gaeilge i rith an lae sa seomra ranga! Every class took 

part in a fantastic ceolchoirm in the hall, where we 

performed The Rattlin’ Bog and the Haka as Gaeilge 

alongside 2nd class. On Lá Glas, the children made a 

brilliant effort to dress in green for St. Patrick’s Day. 

What a fantastic display of school spirit! 

A big well done to Ryan, Zoeya and the Amber Flag 

committee, who organised an Easter Raffle in aid of 

Pieta House. From gathering Easter eggs to selling 

raffle tickets, their dedication was amazing. A huge 

thank you to everyone who took part! 

We also had lots of birthday celebrations this term! 

February: Casey, Ciara and Cian.  

March: Kevin.  

April: Róisín and Kyle 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter enjoy the break! 

Ms Carroll  

 



 

Fourth Class  

It’s been an activity packed few months in 4th Class. 

Shortly after Christmas, we participated in The 

Credit Union Schools Quiz. The whole class enjoy 

our Friday Tráth na gCeist, our Geography Game 

and sharing news items. All this helped prepare the 

team.  

Thanks to The Active School team, and particularly 

Miss Barry, we have enjoyed tasters of a wide variety 

of activities, such as golf, rugby, dance, tennis, 

badminton, cricket, GAA and much more. A small 

group represented the school at a Cross-Country 

event.  

Our grandparents got a big welcome on 28th 

February. They admired our artwork, had a chat with 

us about their own school days and we all 

participated in a beautiful prayer ceremony.  

Seachtain na Gaeilge encouraged us all to speak 

beagánín Gaeilge. We made pancakes, did our PE, 

had a quiz and had a ciorcal cómhra le rang a trí as 

Ghaeilge. We enjoyed learning Irish phrases and 

dances.   

A highlight in Music this term were our drumming 

workshops with Martin Scherer and also performing 

‘Is Mise Fear an Cheoil’ agus ‘Nead na Lachan’ 

during Seahtain na Gaeilge.  

In SPHE we have continued to practise a different 

meditation technique every month, as well as 

learning about strategies for our Wellbeing. The 

Grow in Love programme in Religion tells us all 

about lent and Easter as well as living in our 

community.  

The weather in January tied in nicely with our 

writing genre, which was explanation writing. 

Learning about major weather events helped us 

write our own explanations. The children wrote a 

persuasive argument in February pleading for no 

homework on Mondays! In March we worked on 

storytelling. Our English novel this term is ‘I am 

Malala’ by Malala Yousafzai. We are enjoying 

reading about this very courageous and brave young 

girl who became the youngest Nobel Prize winner 

for being an activist for female education in Pakistan.  

The Education Officer with Kerry County Museum, 

Claudia Kohler, brought us a Stone Age artefact box, 

with many treasures from that era. We also enjoyed 

learning about Daniel O Connell, The Incas, 

mountains and much more. In Science we had fun 

learning how nappies work, designing and building 

bridges, researching Irish garden birds as well as 

making oobleck, a non-Newtonian fluid! The 

children did very well showcasing their scientific 

learning during our annual Science Exhibition in 

February.  

Art was particularly action-packed and fun-filled this 

term with dancing leprechauns being constructed, 

fabric and fibre Easter eggs made, floating balloons 

painted in the style of George Seurat and much 

more.  

Congratulations to all our assembly winners for 

January, February, March and April. A special 

congratulations to Dima who won gold last month 

in the Irish Minor Schools Swimming Championship 

for boys aged 10.   

All the children in 4th class have worked wonderfully 

the past few months and truly deserve a fantastic 

Easter break.  

We wish you all a safe and happy Easter.  

Cáisc Shona daoibh go léir.  

Ms Brosnan and Ms Ryle  

 

Fifth Class  

What an action-packed term this was in fifth class. It 

is hard to believe we are at Easter break already as 

the academic year is going by so fast! The boys and 

girls produce fabulous artwork to welcome 

grandparents to the halla for grandparent’s day! It 

was also great to meet and chat with Grandparents 

and other family members in our own classroom. 

St. Brigid’s day was marked by creating lovely 



colourful portraits of St Brigid for our sacred space. 

In February we also had our open days where the 

children did two fabulous science investigations 

that were displayed in the halla. Our committee 

members also showed great initiative and 

competence to inform parents about the wonderful 

initiatives (Green School, Active Flag, Student’s 

Council and Amber Flag) being run in school. 

Our 5th class boys and girls also got the chance to 

take part in the FAI 5 a side soccer tournament in 

Park FC. Thankfully both days were dry and the 

children had great fun competing very well in each 

game! 

We also enjoyed a brilliant Active Schools Week at 

the beginning of April. It was an action-packed 

week as the children got to experience all different 

types of sports such as dancing, golf, cricket, 

badminton and even boxing!!! A big thanks to Ms 

Barry and all the various coaches for making this 

possible. 

 

Aoife Gibbons (rugby coach) has also started her 

coaching sessions every Thursday. Thankfully the 

weather has been fabulous for all these sessions. 

March also marked the start of Seachtain na 

Gaeilge. In class we had 3 action packed weeks ag 

caint is ag cómhrá, ag damhsa, ag canadh, ag seinm 

ceol agus ag úsaid Gaeilge I rith an lae sa seomra 

ranga. Bhí ceolchoirm beag sa halla freisin le gach 

rang agus bhí an spóirt agus craic againn. The 

children made a tremendous effort on our ‘Lá Glas’ 

to dress up in green! 

Finally, it was great to end the term with a fantastic 

Easter egg wall and hamper raffle in class as part of 

our amber flag fundraiser. A big thanks to parents 

for contributing and supporting this worthy cause. 

Well done to our well-being warriors also for 

sharing their creativity!! 

I hope everyone has a lovely, relaxing Easter break 

and returns energised for our final school term!  

Mr O’Connor 

 

Sixth Class  

Big Congratulations to 6th Class on receiving the 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Thank you to all 

involved from the school and church community.   

We have had many jam-packed active weeks.  Our 

boys and girls competed in Killarney in the Regional 

Volleyball tournament, the boys won their region 

and qualified to compete in the Munster Volleyball 

Championships in Limerick. Huge congratulations to 

Mr. Breen and the boys as we are very proud of 

them.  

Ar scoil bhaineamar taitneamh as ag damhsa “Siege 

of Ennis” agus ag canadh “Amhrán na gCupán” le 

rang a 5. 

Have a wonderful Easter break from all in 6th Class.  

Ms Buckley 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities_________________________  

School Choir  

Weekly lunchtime rehearsals have been in full flight 

for what has been an action-packed term for our 

school choir. A highlight of the term was our choir’s 

participation in the Peace Proms concert in Limerick 

in February. Performing with the Cross Border 

Orchestra of Ireland was truly magical. It was extra 

special to have one of our choir members, Katy, and 

her sister Lily, perform with their family and 

members of Tralee Pipe and Drums during the 

concert. Our school choir also performed for our 

annual Grandparents Day Mass and are currently in 

full melody preparing for the sacraments. 



 

 

Green School  

Breda Moriarty, Environmental Awareness Officer 

with Kerry County Council, visited our school in 

January. She met with the Green School officers and 

was very impressed with their hard work on our 

current theme Global Citizenship Litter and Waste. 

Thank you for donating your used bottles and cans 

to our red bin. Please continue to do so. The funds 

raised from the Deposit Return Scheme will be 

invested into our Biodiversity Garden. 

We have invested in another planter with the money 

raised from the Christmas Jumper Appeal. We are 

now looking forward to planting, growing and 

sampling fruit, vegetables and herbs. 

 

Student Council 

Over the past few months, our Student Council has 

been busy representing our school with pride and 

enthusiasm. They played an important role in our 

Open Days in February for incoming Junior Infants, 

warmly welcoming parents and children and 

sharing what life is like in our school — from school 

lunches and iPads to our library and Games Club. 

The Student Council members were also a fantastic 

help on Grandparents Day, guiding family members 

around the school, escorting them to their 

grandchildren’s classrooms, and assisting with raffle 

ticket sales for our fashion show fundraiser. A big 

thank you to the boys and girls for their hard work!   

 

Amber Flag  

Our Amber team and Well-being Warriors have 

been busy spreading positivity with their wall 

displays. They are also organising an Easter Egg 

Wall Challenge and raffle. There has been healthy 

competition between the classes to creatively build 

the ‘biggest’ wall.  The Easter Raffle will take place 

on Friday and is set to be another great success 

with many eyeing up the hampers, vouchers and 

prizes displayed in our corridor. Thanks again for all 

your donations and contributions it would not be 

possible without your support. 

 

 

Active Schools Committee 

It’s been a very busy term for our Active Schools 

Committee! Active Schools Week took place in April 

and was a huge success, with all classes getting the 

chance to try out a wide range of sports including 

golf, cricket, boxing, tennis, athletics and badminton. 

The committee also surveyed pupils from 3rd to 6th 

class to gather feedback on physical activity, break 

times and sport in our school — thank you to 

everyone who took part.  

 

Sixth Class have been leading the way with 

Playworks on the junior yard, helping to keep our 

junior classes active and engaged during break 

times. Our Line Leaders are also doing a fantastic job 

keeping class lines busy and active after the bell 



rings.  

In addition, classes have been exploring our new 

Active Walkway, taking part in fun challenges and 

movement-based activities. We’re now in the 

middle of our Skip Around Europe Challenge, which 

will continue to run for two weeks after the Easter 

break. Well done to everyone involved in keeping 

our school active and energised! 

 

Sports 

Basketball  

Well done to our boys’ and girls’ basketball teams 

who recently took part in the Mercy Mounthawk 

Blitz. Both teams played brilliantly against strong 

opposition from Listellick, Scoil Eoin, and CBS. It was 

a great day of sport and teamwork, and we are 

already looking forward to the next round of 

fixtures after the Easter break! 

 

Cross Country  

Well done to our athletes who took part in the 

Cumann na mBunscol Cross Country Competition 

on March 5th in Caherslee. Everyone ran excellently 

and performed very well. A special congratulations 

to Fionn in 6th Class who finished in 4th place in the 

5th/6th Class Boys’ 2000m race, What a fantastic 

achievement!  Well done to Fionn, Kyle, Dara, 

Conor, Mason, Kate and Róisín. We’re very proud of 

you! 

 

Volleyball  

O’Brennan entered both a girls and a boys team in 

the Killarney Regional Qualifying Event for a place 

in the Primary Schools Volleyball All-Ireland Finals. 

Both of our teams acquitted themselves very well 

on the day and had lots of fun. Our boys team 

came second and were lucky enough to qualify for 

the finals in UL. To be among the best 14 teams in 

the country was a fantastic achievement and again 

they played very well on finals day, narrowly losing 

out on a place in the quarter-finals. 

 

Badminton 

O’Brennan entered a girls team of four into the 

Kerry Primary Schools Badminton Competition at 

the Killarney Sports and Leisure Centre in February. 

The girls had a great day out and got to play lots of 

matches throughout the day. Well done to our team 

of Úna, Abbie, Margo and Ruta. A big thank you to 

the parents who took the girls to the competition 

and helped out on the day. 

 

  Soccer 

Our 5th and 6th class boys and girls also got the 

chance to take part in the FAI 5 a side soccer 

tournament in Park FC. Thankfully both days were 

dry and the children had great fun competing very 

well in each game!  

 

BLAST Arts Initiative  

We were delighted to take part in the BLAST 

(Bringing Live Arts to Students and Teachers) 

initiative in January. The BLAST initiative is an 

exciting opportunity that brings professional artists 

into schools to support the delivery of arts 

education. Our school was fortunate to be chosen 

for funding again this year, allowing us to explore 

the world of music in a fun and engaging way.   

Each class enjoyed four weeks of workshops with 

musician and percussionist Martin Scharer. During 

the sessions, pupils learned about rhythm, beat, 

and percussion, and even got the chance to create 

and perform their own original rhythms and 

arrangements. It was a fantastic, hands-on learning 

experience that sparked creativity and built 

confidence across all classes. 



 

 

Dates / Upcoming Events:  

• Easter Holidays 11th of April – school closes 

at 12pm for all children. 

• School will re-open on Monday 28th of April 

at 9.00am. 

• First Holy Communion – Saturday 10th May 

in Clogher Church 

• May Bank Holiday – school closed Monday 

5th May. 

• June Bank Holiday – school closed Monday 

2nd June. 

• School will close for summer holidays on 

Friday 27th June. 

 

 

 


