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The theme for this month will be Summer Gardens / Mini beasts.  The children will be learning about the parts of a flower (root, stem, petal and leaves) and about common mini beasts such as ladybirds, snails, butterflies, bees, worms, slugs etc. If you find any snails or worms in your garden please bring them in so that the children can see them.  There will be a camping theme going on with barbeques (not real ones!), tents and equipment. All of these activities help to extend children’s language, creativity and understanding of the world around them.

Songs and Rhymes
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5 Little Monkeys

What do you suppose?

              Here is the Bee Hive

Wiggly Woo

 

Mini Beast Rhyme

 
Round and Round the Garden

I’m Taking Home a Baby Bumble Bee
Early Mathematical Experiences

We will be reinforcing the ‘Rectangle’ shape this month – children generally find this shape the hardest to learn, so you can help by pointing out rectangle shapes to your child whenever you see them.  We will also continue to look at patterns in the environment and the shapes of mini beasts and flowers.


Reading and Writing

The children are all very interested in reading story books and many of them can be seen in the classroom reading stories to each other in their own words.  This is the best kind of practice for ‘real reading’ so   continue to read to your child at home as much as possible. It is possible to borrow books from the local library but you must become a member first. You can join at https://www.librariesni.org.uk/becoming-a-member/ . This allows you to reserve books and then pick up or to call the library (02871266168) and then pick up.

Many children are already writing their own names – this is not a necessity, as the Year One teachers prefer to teach the children the proper letter formation techniques themselves.  But we would never discourage a child who wants to write. Often adults show children how to write their names using capital letters – please do not do this – only use a capital letter at the start of your child’s name. Children who learn to write their name in capital letters only find it very difficult to ‘forget’ this and learn how to do it the correct way ie. Eimear not EIMEAR
Story Of The Month

Our story this month links closely to our theme. It’s the story of ‘The Very Greedy Bee’. The story covers the theme of friendship and sharing as well as mini-beasts.

Visits
We had an absolutely brilliant time visiting, and having visits from, many different people and places during the Spring Term. We particularly enjoyed the sessions with our Shared Education partners. We will continue to offer these fabulous experiences with our weekly Musical Pathways sessions. We will have  a visit from Mini-professors on 9th   May on the theme of mini-beasts.We also plan to go to the beach for a day but we need the weather to play its part in organising this one!

Transition Programme
Over the next few weeks we will begin to get your child ready to transition to Primary school. This will include visits from their new teachers and hopefully visits to their new school. All of this will help your child to settle quickly into P1 as it is a huge step for all the children and needs to be managed really carefully. As the large majority of our children transfer to St John’s we work closely with them. They will be in contact with all parents with dates for meetings etc. If your child is not going to St John’s we will contact the Primary school in question and communicate with the P1 teachers there.
Eco-Schools

The children continue to work hard on maintaining our Green Flag eco status. We have completed our renewal application and await our second ‘Green Flag.’ We transferred our seedlings to our new green house last term and are excited to watch them grow. 
Finally, the nursery is being considered as an ‘Ambassador Eco-School’ and is eagerly awaiting the outcome of the application by Mrs Doherty, our Eco-School coordinator. We will keep you posted on the result!

Parent Feedback
All parents will be asked to fill out an ‘exit questionnaire’ which will allow you to tell us what you think about various aspects of school life over the past year. Please be honest as your feedback helps us to make further improvements in the life of the school.
Red for Ryan

On Friday 2nd May we will Go Red for Ryan! We ask all of the children to wear red on the day and to bring a £2 donation. This event, which is important to the Foundation in remembering Ryan, and also raising money in which goes straight back into our school's programme to help reduce/remove costs of our programme. Bligh’s Lane Nursery has benefitted from this initiative this year with our weekly football sessions on a Tuesday, we feel it is only right to support this fantastic foundation.
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[image: image9.wmf]Our annual Sports Day will be held on Friday 16th May this year, so you will receive a separate information sheet and Sponsor Form in the next few weeks.  This is a very special family event, which helps to raise funds for the school.  It is essential that each child is accompanied by an adult on this day as the staff will be involved in organising the races and cannot be responsible for the safety of the children as well. We must limit the number of persons that each child takes with them to two as our venue has a capacity limit.
Parents also actively participate in the races – so start training now!!!!  The money raised last year was put into the school fund account and is being spent on your children this year for example: buying food for parties, cereal, bread, pancakes, yogurt, eggs etc  for breakfast and snack; the children’s present from Santa; Easter Eggs; Farm visits; Birthday Cards and Cakes; Sweets for ‘Sweet Day’ (every Friday) etc. So the money you raise this year will be spent on next year’s children so please ask everyone you can to make a small contribution.  Sports Day will be held in St Mary’s Youth Club (Fanad Drive) from 9.50am – 12.00 noon approx. We ask that you walk to the venue, if at all possible, to minimise parking pressures.
SHOES!!!
Please remember that if you are buying new shoes for your child that they should have Velcro straps if your child is to wear them in school. Laces present a tripping hazard and most children cannot manage them independently yet.
School Holidays
The school will be closed on :

· Monday 5th May. 
· Friday 23rd and  Monday 26th  May
We will finish for the Summer Holidays on Thursday 26th June at 11.30am.
Birthdays this Month

                Gracie Murphy
                                   Ariyah Kavanagh
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