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Bligh’s Lane Nursery School

Christmas Newsletter 2025
MONTHLY THEME

The Theme for this month is Christmas. Talk to your child about the Nativity story and help them to learn the songs that you know – especially the first verse of Away in a Manger, as it is very difficult for young children. We have a very busy month ahead so please read this newsletter carefully and take note of any important dates.
SONGS AND RHYMES

	Nativity songs
	Christmas Songs

	· Here we go up to Bethlehem

   
	· Jingle Bells               

	· I was there on the night when Jesus came
	· When Santa got stuck up the Chimney

	· Away in a manger                                                       
	· Santa Claus is coming to town

	· Follow the Star                                                            
	· Silly Santa Song 


	· Angel Gabriel’s Song
	· Christmas Star

	
	· Father Christmas


NATIVITY PLAYS

[image: image9.wmf]The children perform a very simple Nativity Play each year. We do two performances on each day to make the seating arrangements more comfortable. The performance dates and times are:

WEDNESDAY 10th DECEMBER: Mrs Doherty’s  Class       
          9 .15 am Blue Group                10.00 am Red Group
                THURSDAY 11th   DECEMBER: Mrs O’ Doherty’s Class
 
                                                       9.15 am Yellow Group            10.00 am Green Group
The Children will get opportunities to try out the different Nativity parts during the weeks leading up to Christmas, and we need parents to understand that every part in the play is important because every child is important.  Some children will have a few words to say and it is important to remember that some children are comfortable talking in front of others and some are not – we do not want to upset any child so each child must be happy with their own part. We hold the play early in the morning before the children become tired and it usually lasts about 15 or 20 minutes at most.  

Each child will be given two tickets for the play. These can be used by parents, grandparents etc but we are strictly limiting to two adults per child due space constraints. We do ask that other children are not brought to the Nativity plays as this has proved to be very distracting for our small children in the past.  It is essential that the children are at school every day now unless they are very sick, as we will be learning the Nativity songs and talking about the play.  Cameras are allowed since all parents have signed their consent for photographs/videos to be taken of the Nativity Plays.

We have all the costumes required for each child. However, we ask for parents to dress their children in either plain white or dark clothing depending on their part. We will let you know soon what colour your child should wear. 
[image: image10.wmf]Santa Claus will visit the school on Friday 19th December during class times and each child will receive a gift.   Classes will go separately to the multi-purpose room for Santa’s visit and the children go up to see him one by one (If you think your child will be afraid of Santa, let us know so that we can seat him/her further away – if a child doesn’t want to go up to Santa, he hands the child his/her present from a safe distance!). We will take a photograph of every child with Santa. 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER

The children will have ‘Christmas Dinner’ in school with all the trimmings on Wednesday 10th December.  The cost of the dinner will be £2.50. It always goes down a treat! 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY APPEAL 

[image: image12.wmf]During the Christmas season we help the children to understand the importance of giving rather than receiving.  There has been a tradition in the school each year that the parents bring items of groceries, toiletries, small toys, books or clothes etc. to donate to needy families on behalf of the families in the school.  Parents have always been generous, but we understand that this year there is unprecedented financial pressure on families. Please DO NOT feel obliged to donate. If you are in a position to do so, please bring what you can into school as soon as you can and before Friday 12th December. We will take what has been collected to St Mary’s Chapel on Monday 15th December.  The staff will walk up to St. Marys chapel with the children. A priest from the parish (if available) and a representative from the St Vincent De Paul Society welcome the children, each child then leaves a small ‘gift’ (i.e. something that you have brought in) in front of the crib and we all sing our Nativity songs.  Parents / grandparents are welcome to attend this little ceremony, which will begin at 12.50pm, and then all children should be collected from the Chapel by 1.15pm.
We again remind you that our staff are not expecting Christmas gifts from children. We know that times are difficult for many families and ask that you spend your money on your own families or donate to a charity that will help those in severe hardship.
[image: image13.wmf]ELF ON THE SHELF
Santa has sent an Elf to each room in Bligh’s Lane Nursery School. The Elf will be watching the children and reporting back to Santa every day. The Elf hides in different places each day, they could be in the class, cloakroom, playground- the children need to be on their best behaviour EVERYWHERE!
EXTENDED SCHOOLS CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME

We have been successful managing to fund some after-school football sessions for the children. They have absolutely loved these and have gained a lot from them. We will try to have some ’Circus Skills’ sessions with ‘In Your Space’ in January. Please see the timetable displayed in the foyer for information on when your child will attend sessions. Remember, staying after school will not suit all children at this stage. Please follow advice and guidance from the class teacher in regard to this. We have also able to offer Jo Jingles sessions for the children during school. The children have loved it, and they will get another session from ‘Jo’ and teacher Stephanie, with a special Christmas theme, on Thursday 18th December. 
In addition to this we will have a ‘Mini Professors’ session on Thursday 4th December. Children will take part in experiments and activities and be amazed by the simple science we can find in everyday life.
PEACEPLUS ‘ASPIRE’ SHARED EDUCATION

We are bursting with excitement for our third shared session which will be on Wednesday 17th December when we all go to Wild Ireland for a fabulous Christmas experience. If any parents would like to join us and help at any other Shared Education trips with the Peaceplus Aspire Project, then please let us know! 
VISIT TO CREGGAN LIBRARY
Both classes will visit Creggan Library for a browse around and story telling from the library staff. We will walk to the library (weather permitting) or have a bus if the weather lets us down. Mrs O’ Doherty’s/Mrs Doherty’s class will visit the library on Monday 15th December between 10:00am – 11:30am.
SANTA DAILY MILE 

Our annual ‘Santa Daily Mile’ will take place on Friday 5th December. We ask that children wear their Christmas jumpers on this day and we will collect £1 from each child towards our St. Vincent de Paul donation.[image: image14.wmf] Pupils from Mrs Darmody’s Primary 6 in Saint John’s Primary School will join us for the walk and then stay to enjoy some fruit platters as part of our Healthy Living initiative in association with Eco-schools and The Western Health and Social Crae Trust who have awarded us with funds to the sum of £200 to support our programme.
NURSERY AND PRIMARY APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025
If you have (or know of) a child due to start Nursery in September 2025 i.e. 3 years old on or before 2nd July 2026 please ask them to keep an eye on the Education Authority website (https://www.eani.org.uk/) or Facebook page. ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE ONLINE. The application window opens at 12 noon on Wednesday 7th January and remains open until Wednesday 21st January at 12 noon. Parents of ‘underage’ children who have attended Bligh’s Lane this year will need to make a new application.
We will hold an ‘Open Week’ from Monday- Friday January 12th- 16th from 9.30-11.30 each day. Prospective parents can make an appointment to visit during these times by calling 02871 267603.

BIG BEDTIME READ

We have had a very successful start to our Big Bedtime Read initiative with many families borrowing reading packs regularly. We will continue to lend the packs during December but ask for all packs to be returned on the 12th December. We will resume lending on the 9th January 2026.

REMINDER

Please DO NOT allow your children to play on the walls or go into the planting bed area (near the gates) after school. Children need to be accompanied by a member of staff to enter this area. Thank you for your cooperation.
School closure
Remember the school will close on Friday 19th December @ 11:30am. We will re-open on Monday 5th January – NO BREAKFAST CLUB ON MONDAY 5TH – IT WILL RESUME ON TUESDAY 6TH January 2026
[image: image15.wmf]LAST DAY OF TERM AND CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Friday 19th December will be the last day of term. The children will have a visit from Santa on this day and can wear their Christmas jumpers. The children should be collected at 11.30 am. on this day. They will have school dinner before picking up time.
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We will see you all again on Monday 5th January 2026 (No breakfast club on this day).
The staff would like to thank all our parents for their support to date and to wish you all a very Merry Christmas! We have had a lovely term with all the children, and we have seen so much progress already. We look forward to watching them continue to grow and learn next term. Thank you, Mrs Doherty & Mrs O’Doherty
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Faris Crabtree Ayari

Oran Mullan

Rion Cusack

Oisin Mullan
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