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Re: Retirement and Farewell

Dear Parents and Guardians, 19/06/2025

Today I bid farewell to our wonderful pupils as I retire as Principal of Monastery NS on
August 31 2025.

Serving as your principal for the past 16 years has been an incredible privilege and a truly
rewarding experience. I have cherished every moment spent with your children, watching
them learn, grow, and achieve. I am immensely proud of the vibrant and supportive
community we have built together at Monastery NS, and I will forever hold dear the
memories created within these walls.

[ am also very proud of the quality of teaching and learning in our school and the high
standards of literacy and numeracy achieved. I am deeply appreciative of our staff’s
exceptional support and provision of care for our pupils with additional needs. We recently
opened a new Sensory Corridor and Climbing Wall which is proving to be very beneficial for
all our boys and girls.

I will certainly remember our sporting success over the last 16 years winning numerous
Louth GAA U13 County titles (including 5 in a row double league and championships). We
played in the Aviva Stadium in 2013 and won the FAI 5s All Ireland Soccer title and were
also runners up in 2014. The success of our past pupils on recent County Louth GAA teams
has made us all very pleased at Monastery NS and the recent visit to Final Graduation
Assembly of the men’s Leinster GAA Senior Cup, Leinster GAA U20 Cup and the ladies
Leinster Junior Cup was an unforgettable moment in the sporting history of our school.

Monastery NS has a long tradition of music and drama in our school and I remember well
our first Christmas Concert in the snow in January 2010 (postponed because of bad
weather in December 2009). We have enjoyed many wonderful Christmas Concerts since
then thanks to the dedication of our amazing staff and our immensely talented pupils.

From March 2020 we worked closely together through the challenging times of the Covid
Pandemic. I am very grateful to my staff during this difficult period as they reached out to
our school community to provide remote learning and support to our pupils. I want to thank
you, our parents and guardians, for your great support of our school throughout the whole
crisis.
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In September 2022 we finally ended 132 years of single gender education with the
introduction of our first coeducation Junior Infant class. Next year our Junior Infant
enrolment is almost 50/50 boys and girls and our coeducation initiative goes from strength
to strength. At Final Graduation Assembly this year I announced that I will be sponsoring a
new annual award for a 6™ class pupil. When our first class girls reach 6™ class, one of them
will be awarded the Eileen McGee Perpetual Award. This award is in memory of my dear
mother who was someone who always valued the importance of education. It will be
awarded to a 6™ class girl who excels in education and is someone who epitomises the spirit
of our school.

In 2023 we were also awarded DEIS2 status by the Department of Education which
qualified us for extra financial resources and the appointment of a shared Home-School
Teacher. All of these extra resources have allowed us to better cater for your child while
reducing the financial burden on our families of providing a quality education.

Together as a school community we have created a school with exceptional facilities and
space where your child can learn, play and grow . We have developed an Infant yard with a
playground second to none and we have provided excellent sport facilities, coloured benches
and shelters for our Senior Yard.

I want to express my sincere gratitude for your unwavering support, partnership, and trust
throughout my tenure. The strong relationship between our school and our families has been
a cornerstone of our success, and it's something I've deeply valued.

The Board of Management have now appointed a new principal, Ms Regina O’'Malley, who
will undoubtedly continue to uphold the high standards and values we share. I am
committed to working closely with her to ensure a smooth and successful transition for
everyone, especially our pupils. I wish her well in her new role as Principal of Monastery NS.

And finally, T will miss the daily interactions with our wonderful students, the dedication of
our fantastic staff, and the collaborative spirit of our parent community. I leave knowing
that Monastery NS is a special place, filled with bright futures.

Thank you once again for everything. I wish you and your children all the very best for the

future. May Monastery NS and our pupils continue to thrive and succeed into the future.

Yours sincerely,

Jim McGee, Principal.



