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FOUR MASTERS NATIONAL SCHOOL


Rationale

In compliance with Department of Education and Skills directives and due to the fact that the primary school curriculum is designed as an eight year course and that the number of class teachers assigned to this school changes, depending on enrolment, it is acknowledged that there may be a necessity to divide classes in a particular year. 

The Board of Management of the Four Masters National School endeavours to ensure a fair and transparent system for the division of classes that may occur from year to year, depending on numbers in class year groups and the numbers of mainstream teachers assigned to the school in a given year. 

Where such class(es) division(s) is/are required, to form a mixed class of at least 2 class groupings, the following procedure shall be applied: 

1. The pupil ID numbers assigned to pupils by the DES on entry to school (POD Numbers) shall be used to determine groupings of children, commencing with the bottom numbers in the first year. Boys and girls done separately to ensure a gender balance.

2. Where a class is divided for two or more years, the second year shall commence with the next pupil ID numbers i.e the middle cohort, the third year shall commence with upper pupil ID numbers continuing with the next numbers from year two.

3. All class divisions shall be in place two weeks before the end of the school year, subject to change in the event of unexpected summer enrolments.

4. This cycle will continue to be followed should a class need to be split for four or more years.

In the event that a class will be divided in half to form 2 smaller classes, pupil ID numbers will be used to divide, by splitting the numerical list down the middle- girls and boys done separately to ensure a gender balance in each class. 

In the event that sets of twins/siblings have POD numbers that are not numerically close together, an exception will be made, should parents wish, to keep the twins in the same class grouping.

Pupil ID (POD) numbers are assigned to newly enrolled pupils usually at the end of June/beginning of July, therefore it may not always be possible to have Junior Infant pupils allocated to their class/teacher until these numbers have been allocated. In the event that there is more than one Junior Infant class or if a Junior Infant Class has to be split to join a Senior Infant class, parents will be informed early into the summer, as soon as the Department of Education and Skills allocates these numbers. 

The above criteria have been determined by the staff and Board of Management of the Four Masters N.S as the fairest means to divide classes and it will be strictly adhered to. Nothing in the foregoing shall restrict the right of The Board of Management to determine the maximum and minimum number of children in each class. 
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Finola Furey
Chairperson of Board of Management
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