Four Masters National School
Newsletter March 2025

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
We hope this newsletter finds you all well. 
Please see below information on current events and activities taking place in our school.
Warm Regards,
Siobhán Lee and Staff
Grandparents Day 
We invite grandparents to school next Tuesday 11th March for Grandparents Day. Fr. Phair will say a special Mass for any grandparents who wish to attend, at 11am in the church. After Mass, grandparents are invited to come to the school hall for tea and a chat. The Parent's Association will kindly host this lovely occasion. We sincerely thank them. Grandparents are welcome to take a walk around the school and visit the classrooms of their grandchildren if they wish. Many children have no living grandparents or grandparents who are far away-these children are very welcome to invite another special person on the day. 

Classes from 1st to 6th will attend Mass with their teachers, however it is no problem if there are children who do not wish to attend the Mass- they can be accommodated in the Infant classes in school for the duration of the Mass. Please let the class teacher know. Likewise, any grandparents who do not wish to attend Mass can come straight to the school- approximate time 11.50am.

The Parent's Association greatly appreciate donations of biscuits or home baking for this lovely occasion.

Looking forward to meeting many of you next week!

Seachtain na Gaeilge
Dia dhaoibh gach duine. Ta Seachtain na Gaeilge anseo ó 1ú -17ú Márta.

We are delighted to celebrate Seachtain na Gaeilge here in school for the next 2 weeks. 

All children will be encouraged to practise speaking Gaeilge in class and in the yard. 
We would ask you to encourage your child to practise 'cúpla focal' at home.

There are many Gaeilge resources online for parents.
To celebrate this event 5th class pupils will visit Bundoran Library Bundoran for a Bingo Event. We will celebrate the Irish language and culture by hosting the event in both the Irish and English language. The game will be clear enough for all students to partake; whatever their level of Irish language fluency. Event will be held on Wednesday 12th of March for approximately 1 hour. 
We will also have a special guest in our school. Bridie from Arranmore Island will visit senior classes on 20th of March and talk about life on the Island.
Thank you to Mrs. Mc Sharry for organising all of this on our behalf!
Swimming
Swimming sessions are ongoing for children. All children are expected to partake in swimming.
unless they have a medical condition, which prohibits them. Sessions for 3rd & 2nd classes are currently taking place until 26th of March 2025.
Music Generation
Niko and Christina come every Wednesday for Music Generation. The children participate really well. Another great opportunity for the children who really enjoy it! 
Heritage in Schools Programme - Weaving and Basket Making - The Willow Woman
Ms Corr’s 4th Class & Senior Infants Class Ms Fitzpatrick/ Mitchell are taking part in this amazing programme. 
These workshops, which are part-funded by the Heritage Council of Ireland, support teachers and students to learn about the heritage craft of Basket Making as practiced by our ancestors throughout Ireland. In addition to weaving with willow, children have the opportunity to explore their outdoor environment and gather natural materials that can be used for weaving and creating.  The scheme aligns seamlessly with the Social, Scientific, and Environmental Education (SESE) curriculum, acting as a valuable supplement to your existing educational resources.
Confirmation Class

Service of Light Mass will take place on Saturday 8th of March at 7 pm in Kinlough. 

Súgradh le Chéile

Junior Infants classes will take part in this programme. Information to follow from class teachers.
Bí Cineálta 
Procedures to Prevent and Address Bullying Behaviour for Primary Schools. School will close at 12:15 pm on Friday 16th of May. This closure is sanctioned by the DES to facilitate staff training.
Please familiarise yourselves with the schools Anti Bullying policy. (Available on school website) We will be updating the policy and will be working on this over the coming months and will keep you posted on updates! Parents and pupils will be consulted via survey in coming months. 
Credit Union Quiz 2025

Two teams represented our school Stage 1 of the Credit Union Quiz 2025, we had both a Junior and Senior team.    Stage 1 of the competition was held in the Inver Community Centre on the 9th of February 2025. Both teams made our school very proud. The Senior Team were the overall champions of the Senior section of the Credit Union Quiz 2025. The Senior Team will now progress to the next stage - Stage 2 ''The Chapter Level''.   We would like to wish them the very best for this next stage. Much hard work has already been completed by both teams and now the Senior Team will continue with this hard work and dedication for the next stage of the Credit Union Quiz 2025.    Best wishes to them all!   Our Junior Team 2025 Muireann McGann, Cora Melly, Matthew Rooney, Padraic Wymbs, Aengus Drogou (substitute)   Our Senior Team 2025 Fionn Gallagher, Killian McGloin, Conor Monaghan, Bella Phelan, Anna Regan (substitute)
The Credit Union School Quiz, chapter Level Round 2, will take place this Sunday the 9th of March at 3 pm in the Radisson Blu Hotel Letterkenny in the Carneige Ballroom.

Wishing the team the very best of luck, they have put in great effort and were a pleasure to work with. 

Thank you to Ms O’Reilly for organising all of this on our behalf and massive congratulations. 
i Radio 

i Radio will visit our school on 13th of March to see how 3rd Class ‘’day to day’’ looks like.  
Show Racism the red card

Sligo Rovers team members and 5th & 6th Classes are participating in this very important programme highlighting the negative impact of racism in our communities. 
ASPIRE Project 

Mr Gallagher is leading this amazing project and has managed to secure a funding for our school. Our 4th classes will partner with Cliffoney NS to engage in joining school activities promoting teamwork & diversity. More to follow. 

School Diocesan visit
Diocesan Religion adviser will visit all classes on 3rd and 4th of April.

6th Class 5km Bundoran Run 

Congratulations to all the children who completed the 5km Bundoran Run last week. They all did brilliant and should be proud of themselves. Special thanks to our sweeper Ms Corr. The class are delighted to have raised €1500 towards their Delphi trip which reduces the cost significantly for each pupil.
Irish Motor Neurone Disease Association

Our school has raised €523 for the Irish Motor Neurone Disease Association, in support of recent local fundraising which took place in our community Collection took place in the school on Friday 14th of February for the 'Wear Red for Valentines Day' event.

We would like to thank you all sincerely for your kind donations.
Cycle Right training programme
5th & 6th class took part in a cycle safety course over the past few weeks. It was very helpful both for pupils who knew how to ride a bike and the those who didn’t. The cycling team were helpful and kind and helped us a lot and has helped us learn more about the safety and about traffic and steering and braking etc. We would like to thank the team for helping us out.

Bóthar Collection

Our school collects annually during Lent to support this very worthy charity. Children can bring in donations as they wish to their classrooms throughout Lent.
Sport events 

Four Masters boys qualify for county final in FAI soссer competition. Last Wednesday, some of the boys in 5th and 6th class went to Manorhamilton to play soccer. There were two teams from the school. The weather was poor, but despite the difficult conditions spirits were high with the Four Masters boys.
Basketball winners, under 12 League Finals.

Our girls made us proud by winning the match with Letterkenny 39:22 two weeks ago. 
Well done to all!

Dates for your diary!
St. Patrick’s Day - School closed on Monday 17th of March
Bí Cineálta - School will close at 12:15 pm on Friday 16th of May. 
Best wishes, 
Siobhán Lee
