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March 2025 NEWSLETTER
School Closures: 
The school will be closed on Monday the 17th for St Patrick’s Day and Tuesday 18th for Staff Development. 

St. Mary’s PTA
There will be the Annual General Meeting of our PTA in the school dining hall on Thursday the 13th of March at 8pm. We would ask as many parents as possible to attend the meeting. Our of the key aims of the meeting is to confirm plans for the Outdoor Play Area.

Bring and Buy Sale
A huge thank you to the parents and pupils of St. Mary’s who raised £735 for school funds through our recent Bring and Buy Sale. It was a huge success in terms of fundraising but also because the children loved it. Visit our school website to see lots of great photographs of the day.

Chinese Cultural Celebration
In partnership with the South West College and as part of the Confucius Programme of teaching Mandarin to the older children in school, on Tuesday the 25th of March the children (P.1-P.7) will have a fabulous opportunity to take part in a number of cultural workshops and live performances to experience the celebration of Chinese culture. These include Mask Colouring, Traditional painting and clothing and dance.

First Holy Communion Class
First Penance Thursday 20th March 7pm in St. Mary’s Church.

World Book Day: 
We will celebrate World Book Day on Friday 7th March this year. We would like your child to dress up as a character from a Book to mark the occasion. We expect this to be a fun day for all, using clothes they have at home. Teachers will provide the children with ideas in class. Prizes (book vouchers) will be given for the best dressed in each class. Children will also be taking part in lots of fun reading challenges to mark the day. Children who prefer not to dress up should come in uniform as normal that day.

World Math’s Day:
We will celebrate World Math’s Day on Wednesday 26thth March. Pupils throughout the school will engage in fun games and problem solving tasks to promote Numeracy skills.


Upcoming School Trips
P.2 will travel with Maguiresbridge PS to Florencecourt on Tuesday 11th March as part of their topic ‘On the Farm in spring’.
P.3 will travel to Florencecourt House and Gardens on Friday 28th March to support their learning on their topic “Busy day.”

Clay Modelling
The P.6 class have won a Clay Modelling session with Tanya Trimble on Wednesday 12th of March. Thank you to the P.6 Parent who entered the Facebook competition on our behalf.

PSNI Coaching Sessions
Constable Gareth Hunter Erne East Neighbourhood Policing Team will be providing weekly soccer coaching to the P.7’s on Wednesdays during the month of March. He will also have sessions with P.7’s in Maguiresbridge PS during March. The plan then is to arrange a match between the two schools to finish off the coaching program.
 
Big Walk and Wheel 24th March – 4nd April 2025 
As part of our work to encourage active travel to school we’re taking part in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 2025, the UK’s largest inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling, and scooting challenge. The challenge runs from 24th March to 4th April and we would love everyone to be involved. On each day of the challenge schools compete to see who can record the greatest number of pupils walking, cycling, or scooting to school. We would encourage families to travel actively to school for as many days as possible during the event.

Cumann na mBunscol
Best of luck to the boys and girls who are representing St. Mary’s in the County Indoor Gaelic Finals to be held in the Castle Park Centre on Wednesday 12th of March.

We will be hosting the county camogie and hurling skills’ tests on Friday the 21st of March. Children from all over the county will descend on St. Mary’s to participate in a skills’ competition for the prize of playing in a half time game in Croke Park.

Shared Education
Children from St. Mary’s P.S and Maguiresbridge P.S will be meeting up during the month of March. This year funding has been approved to provide transport for the children meeting together.
 
Girls 5 A Side County Soccer Competition
Congratulations to our P.7 Girls who won the County Girls Schools 5 a side competition at Devenish College recently. Winning a very tense penalty shoot out in the final. Visit the school website for more information and photographs.  

School Nurse
The School Nurse Hayley will be carrying out P.1 Health Assessments on Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th March. Parents will be informed of meetings too. 

P.6 & P.7 Swimming Program
The P.6 & P.7 school swimming Program will continue during Mondays and Tuesdays during March and April as the Lakeland Forum has delayed its closure until then.

Beginning of Lent
We will be making Pancakes in school for all children on Tuesday 4th March Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Tuesday).

We are having a short Religious Ceremony for pupils in school on Wednesday 5th of March to mark the beginning of Lent and distribute blessed ashes. 

BeeSafe Workshops
The P.7 children will be attending the BeeSafe workshops in Castle Park Centre on Wednesday 26th March 10am – 12pm.

BeeSafe is funded by Policing and Community Safety Partnership (PCSP) and is an initiative designed to equip children with the knowledge and skills to stay safe and to cope effectively should they find themselves in a potentially dangerous situation. 

Children participate in interactive scenarios in a controlled environment encouraging the children to think for themselves and develop practical experience of preventing and coping with potentially hazardous situations as opposed to being told about managing risk in a classroom.

Stem Day of Workshops
P.1, P.4 & P.7 will be participating in a number of Science Technology Engineering Maths (STEM) workshops in school on Thursday 27th March. The workshops will complement the topics the children are covering in school at the moment. P1 - Three Little Builders P4 - Water Floating and Sinking P7 - Bridges and Structures 
Thanks to Mrs Mohan for organising the day.
image1.png




