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School Closures
The school will be closed to pupils for 1 week from Monday 27™ October to Friday 31°'
October inclusive. School will re-open for pupils on Monday the 3™ November.

Key Text Messages

There will be two key text messages sent out in the last week of Sep. first week of Oct.
One relates fto our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy & Complaints Policy. DE
Legislation states that parents must be informed of these two key polices and where to
access other important policies in school i.e www.stmarysmaguiresbridge.com The oldest
Pupil in each family will receive a summary leaflet in their bag.

Second, each parent will receive a text asking them to complete a questionnaire. It is very
important that you take fime to complete the questionnaire as the information gathered
will be used to help guide our school over the next three-year period in our School
Development Plan. Let us know of areas of strength and areas for improvement.

P.3 & P.4 Cross Generation Links

Each Thursday afternoon in October 1.15pm - 2.45pm members of P.3 & P.4 will travel to
Gortacharn Nursing home to participate in art & craft activities and singing involving the
residents of Gortacharn. To help manage numbers, half of the class will go each week, 3

of P.3 first two weeks, 1 of P.4 the last two weeks.

P.4 - P.7 Tin Whistle Lessons

Following parental feedback, Ciara O'Flanagan will be teaching whole class Tin Whistle
tuition every Monday beginning 6th October to children in P.4-P.7 classes. Tuition will be
for 25 weeks of the year, at a of cost £1 per child per wk. £10 Term 1, £10 Term 2 & £5
Term 3. Tin Whistles can be purchased from the office £5 each. All children must have
their own Tin Whistle. Please send money in before the 6™ October.

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION

An important date for the Diary. Our school Christmas Production will return on
Wednesday 10™ December at 7.30pm in St. Mary's Parish Hall. P.3-P.7 children will
participate in the Christmas Production. P.1 & P.2 children will have their own Nativity in
St. Mary's Church on Tuesday the 2" of December at 7pm. More details will follow in
subsequent Newsletters.



http://www.stmarysmaguiresbridge.com/

Cycle to School Week

We are encouraging families to take part in our Cycle to School Week from Monday 13™ -
Friday 17™ October 2025. It is a great opportunity for families to save money, get
healthier and protect the environment, as well as having lots of fun on the journey fo
school.

Parent Teacher Meetings

You will receive a text with a link in the last week of Sep. first week of October asking you
to choose how you want to meet with your class teacher, please complete the online form.
Your class teacher will send out a PT Meeting slip in the second week of October scheduling
your meeting time. We would ask that you try and keep the appointment given as it is very
challenging to rearrange appointments.

P.3 - P.7 Testing

Children in P.3 and P.4 will be doing online CAT tests during the start of October. These
tests assess the children’s all round ability and cannot be prepared for.

We as a school are also participating in a Pilot Literacy and Numeracy CCEA Assessments
scheme which will involve short tests on Literacy/Numeracy for children in P.4-P.7. We are
hopeful that these tests will be approved by DE in the future and replace the expensive
subscription we pay to GL Assessment for our May tests. At the moment it is at a pilot
stage. If you require any further information about the tests, please don't hesitate to ask
Mr. Prunty Assessment Co-ordinator.

P.7 Transfer Club
P.7's transfer Club continues on Tuesdays and Thursdays 3pm - 4.30pm in Mr Prunty's room.

Children's Mass

Canon Jimmy has invited us to participate in our first monthly Children's Mass of the new
school year on Saturday 4™ October at 6pm in St. Mary's Church Maguiresbridge. The P.5
children will lead the liturgy, P.6 & 7 children will participate in the choir, P.4 bring their
Holy Communion Candles and P.1-P.3 children will be invited to the altar to show their work
from their Grow In Love books.

Further dates for your diary for remaining Children's masses in 2025, 8™ November P.6
class lead the Liturgy and 13™ December P.4 class lead the Liturgy.

Fivemiletown College Soccer and Netball Competition

The P.6 & 7 boys' Soccer and P.6 & 7 Girls' Netball teams will be travelling to Fivemiletown
College to compete in their respective tournaments on Thursday the 16™ of October. Good
Luck!

School Trips
P.1 travel to Florencecourt along with Maguiresbridge P.S for a Shared Education trip on
Friday 10™ October.




P.5 travel to Fivemiletown College along with Maguiresbridge P.S for a Shared Education
trip on Tuesday 14™ October.

P.3 travel to Florencecourt along with Maguiresbridge P.S for a Shared Education trip on
Thursday 16™ October.

P.7 travel to Enniskillen Castle as part of their WW2 Topic Work on Wednesday 22" of
October.

Shared Education

We are delighted to report that the Shared Education Programme, linking with our
neighbouring school Maguiresbridge Primary School is back this year. All the pupils in our
school will be involved again this year with P.1, P.3, P5 and P6 commencing shared sessions
this term.

Violin Lessons
Violin Lessons continue this year with Miss Brenda Mc Aleer on Thursday afternoons.

Pantomime Trip

The P.3 - P7 children will be travelling to the Opera House in Belfast to see 'Pinocchio’ in
Pantomime on Wednesday 3™ December. On the same day P.1 & P.2 children will go to the
cinema in Enniskillen. The cost of the panto trip per pupil is £25, to be paid in the office
by the second week in November.

Lisnaskea Feis

Lisnaskea Feis refturns again this year. This is an excellent opportunity fo promote the
performing arts and allow our children to shine in a public setting. We performed amazing
last year, winning best overall school in Verse, Art, Handwriting and Own Poetry.

The Verse Section of the Lisnaskea Feis will take place in St Ronan's Parish Centre,
Lisnaskea. on Sunday 12™ October. P1- P3 at 9am and P4 - P7 at 1:30pm. Visit
www.lisnaskeafeis.org for more information.

Closing Date for entries and money Monday 7" October

Halloween Dress Up

To celebrate Hallowe'en, the children are encouraged to dress up in Hallowe'en costume on
Friday the 24™ of October. We ask parents to be conscious of the younger children in our
school community so costumes should not be too scary. All clown Costumes are not
permitted.

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club available daily in the school dining hall from 8am-8.45am, cost £2 per child
per day.

Foundation Fun (from 2pm -3pm) P1 - P2

The cost is £2 per child per day. Any profit made from this after school provision will be
used to for school resources.




Mandarin Classes

Mandarin classes have returned again on Wednesdays for children in P.5-P.7. The classes
are delivered by an exchange student from China, facilitated through the South West
College. The teacher will spend 15-20 mins in P.5 & 6 and 40-50mins in P.7.

School Council

We would like to congratulate the following pupils on being elected to our School Council.
P.7 - Ronan Lilleker & Evie O'ReillyP.6 - Erin Mc Evoy P.5 - TIsla Campbell P.4 - Michael
Dunne P.3 - Jake Timlin

Eco-Council

We would like to congratulate the following pupils on being elected to our Eco-Council.

P.7 - Max Murphy & Charlotte Connolly P.6 - Orla Green & Alfie Prescott P.5 - Dalaigh
Flanagan P.4 - Grace O'Reilly P.3 - Finn Mc Aloon

P.1 & P.2 representatives will be elected in Term 2.

GAA

Gaelic Football for P.3 - P.7 continues on Thursdays with Keith Reilly funded by Fermanagh
County Board. Thank you, Keith.

Hurling/Camogie coaching for P.4 & P.5 classes starts a 6 week block on Tuesday 7™
October with James Hughes funded by Lisbellaw Hurling Club. Thank you, James.

School Photographer

The School Photographer will visit the school on Tuesday the 7™ of October. This is the
only visit the photographer will make to the school this academic year. Please let the school
office know if you want a family photograph so that we can arrange appropriate timings.
Children from P.1, P.4 & P.7 will each get individual photographs other classes by request
only.




