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NOVEMBER 2025
SCHOOL CLOSURES
The school will close on Friday December 19™ December at 12:00pm for the Christmas
Holidays and will re-open on Tuesday January 6™ 2026.

Parent Teacher's Association

Please look out for and support the fundraising events being organised by our PTA.
The PTA are working hard to fund the new outdoor play equipment, which is
currently being installed, there is still a lot of money to raise despite the work
being started. Please support the upcoming ‘Bonkers Bingo' on the 15th of
November details can be found on St. Mary's Maguiresbridge PTA Facebook page.
Our annual street collection will take place on Saturday 29th of November, we will
need lots of volunteers to stand for one hour with buckets to collect money. It
would be fantastic if every family got involved which would help spread the
workload so please, please take a slot and help fill the rota.

P.1 Parent Teacher Meetings
Mrs O Hanlon will be in tfouch with you this week to arrange your P.1 PT meeting for
next week.

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION

An important date for the diary. Our school Christmas Production will return on
Wednesday 10™ December at 7.30pm in St. Mary's Parish Hall. P.3-P.7 children
will participate in the Christmas Production. We will also have a matinee performance
to help reduce the audience numbers at the evening performance, time tbc.

P.1 & P.2 children will have their own Nativity in St. Mary's Church on Tuesday the 2™ of
December at 7pm. More details will follow in December’'s Newsletter.

Tickets are £10 per family and £5 each for extended family e.g.
Uncles/Aunts/Grandparents. Tickets will be on sale from 18™ November from the
school office and not on the night. The School Nativity is a great opportunity to help
raise funds for our school and we sincerely thank you in advance for this.

Due to our increased numbers we are asking parents not to bring P.1 & 2 children to the
evening performance, they will see the Nativity during the matinee.

PANTOMIME TRIP
The P.3 - P7 children will be travelling to the Opera House in Belfast to see
'Pinocchio’ in Pantomime on Wednesday 3™ December. On the same day P.1 & P.2




children will go to the cinema in Enniskillen. The cost of the panto trip per pupil is
£25, to be paid in the office by the second week in November.

CHRISTMAS JUMPER SWAP SHOP

The Eco Council have come up with an idea to have a Christmas Jumper Swap Shop in school
this month. We are asking parents to donate their old Christmas Jumpers, leave them in
school week beginning 17™ of November and we will have the swap shop running on Tuesday
25™ of November. The cost to purchase a Christmas Jumper will be £2. Funds raised will
be used for Eco Council initiatives in school.

CHILDREN'S MASS

Canon Jimmy has invited us to participate in our monthly Children's Mass on Saturday 8™
Nov. at 6pm in St. Mary's Church Maguiresbridge. The P.6 children will lead the liturgy, P.5
& 7 children will participate in the choir, P.1-P.3 children will be invited to the altar to show
their work from their Grow In Love books and P.4 will bring their Candle.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

P.4 1" Communion and 15" Penance enrolment ceremony takes place on Saturday 15™
November at épm in St. Mary's Church, Maguiresbridge. It is very important that all
children hoping fo receive the sacraments this year attend this mass.

CHARITY

P.3 - P.7 children were polled to decide which charity we would be raising money for this
year and the charity which received the most votes was a Charity called, "Mary's Meals"
which helps bring one meal a day to children in impoverished countries.

Our first Charity event will be a Christmas Raffle during December. Tickets will be
available in school from 24™ November and cost 50p each or £2 per strip of 5.

TALK MONEY WEEK

Monday 3rd fo Friday 7th of November is Talk Money Week. The theme is 'Start the
Conversation' where pupils and teachers will engage in financial education activities in the
classroom to learn about money, how to manage it today and for the future.

SHARED EDUCATION

Our Shared Education Programme continues this month with P.3 visiting MPS on 6™
November and P6 visiting MPS on 25™ November. The P.7 class will participate in the Peace
Proms this year through Shared Education. The children will go to the SSE Arena in Belfast
on Wednesday 12™ of November as part of their Peace Proms preparations.

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK

Monday 10™ to Friday 14™ of November is Anti-Bullying Week. The pupils and staff will be
taking part in lots of activities, discussion and important surveys to mark this key week in
the School's calendar. The theme of this year's Anti-Bullying Week is "Power for Good."

SUSTRANS ACTIVE TRAVEL TO SCHOOL - ROAD SAFETY WEEK
Monday 17™ to Friday 21°" of November is Road Safety Week. The pupils and staff will be
taking part in activities and discussions about keeping safe on the road.
We will be holding a Ditch the Dark day on Friday 215" November to raise awareness of
the importance of 'Being Bright and Being Seen' on our roads. Pupils and staff will be




encouraged to travel into school actively that morning and everyone will dress up as brightly
as possiblel

We would ask all those children who can to meet at the Church Car Park at 8.30am that
morning. Staff will be present to lead the walk but parents are very welcome to join in. A
text reminder will be sent out closer to the time.

Daily Mile 'Santa Run'

On Friday 12™ December we will be participating in the Daily Mile 'Santa Run' where the
children will wear something festive along with their PE uniform, we will meet at the Church
Car Park at 8.30am to walk together as a whole school. Children will also walk/run the daily
mile with their class in school.

FIVEMILETOWN NETBALL AND SOCCER TOURNAMENT

Congratulations to both our Girls' and Boys' Teams who competed in the recent competition.
The children had impeccable manners and sportsmanship throughout the day, well done
boys and girls. We look forward to the final day of competition in Spring.

LISNASKEA FEIS
Well done to all the children who took part in the recent Lisnaskea Feis. The children did
brilliantly, achieving many medals and certificates across many areas of competition.

We also received the wonderful news that the school received the Paddy and Josie Mc
Gorman Perpetual Cup for Best School Overall in Verse (shared with St. Mary's P.S BB)
and the John Mc Kenna Perpetual Cup for Best Overall School in Art.

Thanks to all the parents who took the time to take their children to the Feis and
represent the school in a local competition. A word of thanks to all the volunteers who
organised the Lisnaskea Feis which the children greatly enjoy participating in every year.

P.6 Swimming

We have been able to secure a block of 6 swimming lessons in Fivemiletown Youth Annexe
in November for the P.6 class on Thursday mornings in November and December, beginning
on Thursday 6™ November at 10:30am and concluding on Thursday 4™ December. The
children will leave school at 10am and return in time for lunch at 12.30pm.

The cost per pupil is £5 each Thursday. Pupils wear PE gear into school and bring their
swimming gear to change into. Pupils are asked not to bring any money as they will not be
permitted to use the vending machines.

GAA

Gaelic Football for P.3 - P.7 has concluded now with Keith for this ferm and we look
forward to welcoming Keith back again after mid term in February.
Hurling/Camogie coaching for P.4 & P.5 continues during November with the final
session on Tuesday 18™ of November. Thank you to James and Lisbellaw Hurling
Club.

P.4 - P.7 Tin Whistle Lessons
Tin Whistle tuition continues every Monday to children in P.4-P.7 classes. Tuition
will be for 25 weeks of the year, at a of cost £1 per child per wk. £10 Term 1, £10




Term 2 & £5 Term 3. Tin Whistles can be purchased from the office £5 each. All
children must have their own Tin Whistle. If you have not done so already, please
send money as soon as you can.

FLU VACCINE

The school Nurse will be in school on Wednesday the 26™ of November to administer the
seasonal flu vaccine. The vaccine will only be given to pupils whose parents have given
written permission which has already been distributed.




